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November 7, 2024

The Honorable Camille Calimlim Touton
Commissioner
Bureau of Reclamation
1849 C Street NW
Washington DC 20240-0001  

Re: WaterSMART Grants: Water and Energy Efficiency Grants for Fiscal Year 2024 and Fiscal 
Year 2025, Funding Opportunity No. R24AS00052 

Dear Commissioner Touton, 

On behalf of the Municipal Water District of Orange County (MWDOC), I am pleased to write 
in strong support of the County of Orange’s (County) application for United States Bureau of 
Reclamation (USBR) funds from the FY 2025 WaterSMART Water and Energy Efficiency 
Grants Program. The H2OC RainSmart Large Landscape Turf Upgrade Incentive Program
(Project) will provide incentive funding to homeowner’s associations (HOAs) in Orange 
County, California, to complete large landscape turf removal projects and achieve water 
conservation.  

MWDOC is a wholesale water provider and resource planning agency that oversees, 
administers, implements, and/or coordinates a suite of landscape-focused rebate programs
across its territory to attempt to increase local water use efficiency. MWDOC supports the 
County of Orange’s proposal to partner with USBR to implement the H2OC RainSmart Large 
Landscape Turf Upgrade Incentive Program to increase HOA participation in turf removal 
projects. With thousands of HOAs and commercial properties in the MWDOC service area, 
programs like this are critical to accelerating the transition from grass to climate-appropriate 
landscapes. 

A USBR award would build on investments that MWDOC, the County, and our other local 
partners have already made towards water use efficiency in this region. MWDOC strongly 
encourages USBR’s full consideration of the County’s application for funds for the H2OC 
RainSmart Large Landscape Turf Upgrade Incentive Program. We are excited about and 
remain committed to the Project which will help achieve our common goal of increased 
water conservation for southern California. If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact me.  

Sincerely,

Joseph Berg
Director of Water Use Efficiency
Municipal Water District of Orange County 
(714) 593-5008
jberg@mwdoc.com

Sincerely,



                                                                                                  

 
 
November 4, 2024 
 
The Honorable Camille Calimlim Touton 
Commissioner, Bureau of Reclamation 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington DC 20240-0001  
 
Re: WaterSMART Grants: Water and Energy Efficiency Grants for Fiscal Year 2024 and Fiscal 
Year 2025, Funding Opportunity No. R24AS00052 
  
Dear Commissioner Touton, 
 
The Southern California Coastal Water Research Project (SCCWRP) supports the County of Orange 
(County) application for United States Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) funds from the FY 2025 
WaterSMART Water and Energy Efficiency Grants Program. The H2OC RainSmart Large Landscape 
Turf Upgrade Incentive Program (Project) will provide incentive funding to homeowner’s associations 
(HOAs) in Orange County, California, to complete large landscape turf removal projects and achieve 
water conservation. This is a proven strategy for water use reduction, on-site urban runoff retention, 
and runoff water quality improvement based on our research findings in other locations. 
 
SCCWRP is a public research agency that develops and applies next-generation science to improve 
management of aquatic systems in Southern California and beyond. SCCWRP is comprised of the 14 
most influential regulated and regulatory agencies focused on water quality and quantity throughout the 
southern California region.  Our Board of Commissioners yearns for information such as the data and 
findings that will emanate from the County’s proposal, thereby magnifying the potential impact of 
funding their proposal. 
 
SCCWRP has been working with the County of San Diego’s Waterscape Rebate Program to 
investigate whether turf replacement best management practices (BMPs) reduce dry and wet weather 
runoff. Results strongly indicate that turf replacement BMPs can both effectively eliminate irrigation-
induced runoff and likely eliminate wet-weather runoff for rainfall events up to approximately 0.5 inches. 
The H2OC RainSmart Large Landscape Turf Upgrade Incentive Program can further reduce dry and 
wet weather runoff in southern California, in addition to saving water.  
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Dr Elizabeth Fassman-Beck, Engineering Dept 
Head, at 714.755.3260 or via email at ElizabethFB@sccwrp.org.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kenneth Schiff 
Deputy Director 



 
Office of the General Manager  

700 N. Alameda Street, Los Angeles, California 90012 • Mailing Address: Box 54153, Los Angeles, California 90054-0153 • Telephone (213) 217-6000 

 
November 13, 2024 
 
 
Ms. Camille Calimlim Touton 
Commissioner 
Bureau of Reclamation 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington DC, 20240-0001 
 
Ms. Touton: 
 
Support for County of Orange H2OC RainSmart Large Landscape Turf Upgrade Program 
The purpose of this letter is to express The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California’s 
(Metropolitan) support for the County of Orange’s H2OC RainSmart Large Landscape Turf 
Upgrade Incentive Program which will provide incentive funding to homeowner’s associations 
and commercial properties in Orange County, California, to complete large landscape turf 
removal projects. 
 
Metropolitan is the largest provider of treated water in the United States, serving 19 million 
Californians within our 5,200-square-mile service area. Metropolitan’s mission is to provide 
adequate and reliable supplies of high-quality water to meet present and future needs in an 
environmentally and economically responsible way.  
 
In partnership with local water agencies, Metropolitan is a leader in implementing a One Water 
approach for supply reliability. Metropolitan has invested more than $1.6 billion in drought-
resilient resources such as conservation, recycling, groundwater recovery, and storage. Even with 
these efforts, Metropolitan recognizes the continued need to diversify Southern California’s 
water resource portfolio to proactively plan for severe droughts, shortage on the Colorado River, 
projected long-term impacts of climate change, and interruptions in water supply. 
 
The H2OC RainSmart Large Landscape Turf Upgrade Incentive project will play a vital role in 
conserving water by providing technical and financial assistance to commercial properties, which 
will yield substantial water savings per project. This project represents a key step toward 
reducing water waste, particularly of potable water, a precious resource in California. By 
safeguarding this resource, the project ensures that our community's water supply is being 
efficiently managed, directly benefiting residents, businesses, and future generations.  
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Given these reasons, Metropolitan supports the County of Orange’s efforts to secure funding for 
the H2OC RainSmart project.  Please contact Krista Guerrero at (213) 217-6768 or via email at 
kguerrero@mwdh2o.com if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Brandon J. Goshi
Interim Manager, Water Resource Management 
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