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Emily Hunt - Deputy Infrastructure Director, City of Thornton 

Edward Lanyon - Senior Water Resources Administrator, City of Thornton 

 

 
Scott Campbell Conservation Planner, ICS Consulting 

 
 

Kevin Shanks - Land Planner/Landscape Architect, THK Associates 
 

 

 
 

Taber Ward - Natural Resource Facilitator 
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Kevin McCarty - Certified General Appraiser  

Olga González - Latino/x Community Engagement Leader  
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Table 2 – Total Project Cost Table  

TOTAl 
  

  
Table 3 – Project Budget  

$549, 2 
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Upload #4 
Applicant: City of Thornton 
Application Number: R-DO-2021-000464 
Project Title: City of Thornton Northern Properties Stewardship Plan: Water 

Optimization Market Feasibility Study 
Status: Complete 
Document Title: Form AttachmentForm_1_2-V1.2.pdf 

GrantSolutions.gov was not able to attach this document Form AttachmentForm_1_2-
V1.2.pdf due to technical reasons. 
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November 23, 2020 

To the Colorado Water Conservation Board: 

We are writing to express our support for the City of Thornton's efforts to conduct a Regional Land Use 
Assessment and Water Optimization Study related to the agricultural land owned by Thornton in Larimer 
and Weld Counties. 

Northern Water staff actively participates in Basin Implementation Plan and Water Plan development 
efforts and other projects and processes that seek to address future municipal water supply gaps while 
maintaining the continued viability of agriculture in Northern Colorado. We know meeting water supply 
needs are inextricably tied to efficient use of water supplies and wise land use planning. We believe 
Thornton's Study will be valuable to meet these goals in this region. 

The Regional Land Use Assessment will identify potential future land uses on Thornton properties by 
exploring the local land use context. The Water Optimization Study will explore how Thornton, farmers, 
conservation groups, and other interested parties could restore irrigation on prime farmlands using non
Thornton owned water. The intent is to examine methods to retain a resilient base of prime irrigated 
lands, advance a more strategic approach to restoration and reclamation, and thoughtfully transition 
irrigated lands to non-irrigated agricultural, environmental or other purposes. As Thornton begins to 
physically convey its water out of the Poudre River Basin to the city for municipal uses in Thornton, this 
project aims to offer innovative and creative solutions to an on-going challenge being faced around the 
state of Colorado, while satisfying different and unique interests in the region. 

The City of Thornton has already engaged us about its proposed planning efforts and how supporting this 
grant application will allow them to complete a study that is comprehensive, inclusive and provides 
optimum outcomes for everyone involved in the planning area. 

Thank you for your consideration of Thornton's project. 

~Northern Water 
Northern Colorado Water Conservancy District 

220 Water Avenue • Berthoud, Colorado 80513 
800-369-7246 • www.northernwater.org 

s"[j:n 1/cQ 
Jim Hall, P.E. 

Senior Project Engineer 
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November 24, 2020  
  
  
Colorado Water Conservation Board:  
  
  
The  City  of  Greeley  is  writing  to  express  our  support  for  the  City  of  Thornton’s  efforts  to  conduct  a  
Regional  Land  Use  Assessment  and Water  Optimization  Study  related  to  the  agricultural  land owned  by  
Thornton in Larimer and Weld Counties.  
  
The City of Greeley is a regional hub for agriculture in northeast Colorado.  Agricultural production from  
irrigated  lands  fuels  Greeley’s  economy,  and  the  future  sustainability  of  irrigated  agriculture  in  Weld  
County is of paramount importance to our community.  Greeley also continues to grow.  The preservation of  
open space and agricultural heritage areas is of great interest to Greeley’s residents.  Greeley’s Water    
Sewer Department is also a large owner of farmland and irrigation water, including many of the same areas  
as Thornton’s farms. For these reasons, it is with great interest that Greeley supports Thornton’s willingness  
to study land and water use in northern Weld County.  
  
The  Regional  Land  Use  Assessment  will  identify  potential  future  land  uses  on  Thornton  properties  by  
exploring the local land use context. The Water Optimization Study will explore how Thornton, farmers,  
conservation  groups,  and  other  interested  parties  could  restore  irrigation  on  prime  farmlands  using  non- 
Thornton owned water. The intent is to examine methods to retain a resilient base of prime irrigated lands,  
advance a more strategic approach to restoration and reclamation, and thoughtfully transition irrigated lands  
to non-irrigated agricultural, environmental or other purposes. As Thornton begins to physically convey its  
water out of the Poudre River Basin to the city for municipal uses in Thornton, this project aims to offer  
innovative and creative solutions to an on-going challenge being faced around the state of Colorado, while  
satisfying different and unique interests in the region.  
  
The City of Thornton has already engaged us about its proposed planning efforts and how supporting this  
grant  application  will  allow  them  to  complete  a  study  that  is  comprehensive,  inclusive  and  provides  
optimum outcomes for everyone involved in the planning area.   
  
  
Thank you for your consideration of Thornton’s project.   
  

Sean Chambers  
Director of Water and Sewer Department  
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w The Water Supply and Storage Company 
POBox2017 

\ Fort Collins, CO 80522-2017 
970 482-3433 

Est.1891 

January 24, 2021 

To the Colorado Water Conservation ~oard: 

The Water Supply and Storage Company (the "Company") is a Colorado mutual ditch 
company delivering water for agricultural and municipal purposes. The City of Thornton owns 
approximately 47% of the outstanding shares of stock in the Company, and has begun to 
transition some of its ownership from agricultural use to municipal use. This transition involves 
the need to manage historically irrigated lands in a sustainable manner. Thornton's Reginal 
Land Use Assessment and Water Optimization Study is a forward-looking approach which the 
Company hopes will have positive impacts on the area and the Company's remaining 
agricultural shareholders. 

With this letter, the Company desires to express its support of the study to the Board. 
Thornton has engaged the Company as a stakeholder in the planning process and the Company 
looks forward to continuing to work with Thornton on the transition of its water rights and land 
away from irrigation in a manner mutually beneficial to Thornton, the Company and the region 
as a whole. 

Keith Amen 
President 
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Ben Wade 
Colorado Water Conservation Board 
1313 Sherman St., Room 721 
Denver, CO 80203 

November 23, 2020 

Dear Ben: 

At the November 10, 2020 meeting of the South Platte Basin Roundtable (SPBRT), the SPBRT voted to 
approve a South Platte WSRF Basin Grant of $25,000 and to support a Statewide WSRF Grant of $50,000 
for the City of Thornton's Regional Land Use Assessment and Water Optimization Study. 

This project will identify potential future land uses on Thornton's agricultural properties in Larimer and 
Weld Counties by exploring the local land use context and community and stakeholder goals. As 

. Thornton begins to physically convey its water out of the Poudre River Basin to the city for municipal 
uses in Thornton, this project aims to offer innovative and creative solutions to an on-going challenge 
being faced around the state of Colorado, while satisfying different and unique interests in the region. 

Thornton's WSRF application meets the SPBRT WSRF Guidelines and WSRF Grant Program Criteria. The 
project will help advance the following Measurable Outcomes in the South Platte Basin Implementation 
Plan: Agricultural MO#l: Support strategies that reduce traditional permanent dry-up of irrigated 
acreage; Agricultural MO#4: Develop local tools and political/community support for tools to sustain 
irrigated farmland; IPP Implementation MO#l: Maximize implementation of the updated IPP list. Finally, 
the project is consistent with Colorado's Water Plan grant criteria the Statewide Long-term Goal of Meet 
Colorado's Agricultural Needs by ensuring that irrigated agriculture remains a viable statewide economic 
driver and supports food security, jobs and rural communities and protects private property rights. 

Upon review and consideration of Thornton's proposal at the November 10, 2020 Roundtable meeting, 
the SPBRT unanimously voted to approve the full $25,000 of SPBRT Basin WSRF grant, and to support 
Thornton's Statewide $50,000 WSRF grant application. 

Thank you for your consideration . 

Sincerely, 

Garrett Varra, Chair 
South Platte Basin Roundtable 
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The 
POUDRE 
Runs Through It 

Study/Action Work Group 

Julie Kallenberger 

  
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

  
 

 

Page 27 of 53 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Page 28 of 53 



COLORADO 
~LANDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Page 29 of 53 


	WaterSMART Grants Water Marketing Strategy Grants for Fiscal Year 2021
	Table of Contents
	Executive Summary
	Project Location
	Evaluation Criteria
	Project Budget
	Required Permits or Approvals
	Lettersof Support
	Official Resolution



