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May 21, 2024 
 
Camille Calimlim Touton 
Commissioner 
US Bureau of Reclamation 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington DC 20240-0001 
 
Dear Commissioner Touton, 
 
On behalf of the City of Colorado Springs, I am pleased to present our letter of support for the WaterSMART Water 
Strategy Grant (WSG) application, prepared by Pikes Peak Waterways, for the COS Creek Plan stream restoration 
project.  Like you, our citizens and I believe in the mission of the Bureau of Reclamation to manage, develop, and 
protect water and related resources in an environmentally and economically sound manner in the interest of American 
public. My administration is working hard to develop strategies to promote this vision in our local community and 
specifically along both our Monument and Fountain Creek waterways. The 2024 WaterSMART Planning and Project 
Design grant application for the Fountain Creek Restoration Project, will focus on developing an Aquatic habitat 
restoration plan which is essential to restore the health and vitality of Fountain Creek, which is approximately 75 
miles long and is fed by a tributary area of over 900 square miles.  
 
This project represents a critical next step in realizing the long-term vision for the creek as articulated in the COS 
Creek Plan, a community-wide long-range planning document that incorporates the values and goals of numerous 
organizations, neighborhoods, and local government representatives.  Specifically, the COS Creek Plan establishes a 
comprehensive vision for the future investments and stewardship of the Fountain Creek Watershed with a specific 
focus on segments of the Monument and Fountain creeks adjacent to Downtown Colorado Springs.  The COS Creek 
Plan establishes an implementable vision, which respects our communities' values, responds to infrastructure needs, 
and leverages opportunities.   
 
The WaterSMART Planning and Project Design funding is absolutely necessary to provide support for this highly 
degraded stretch of Fountain Creek. The reach is significantly altered from its historic condition due to urban 
development along its length. The reach is highly confined with no floodplain terracing, the natural habitat is 
deteriorated, and most of the natural wetlands are destroyed and have been replaced mostly by invasive species. 
Design work will be used to improve the floodplains, re-establish floodplain terraces to create a range of native plant 
communities and wildlife habitats, allowing for more diverse and extensive passive and nature-based public 
recreation uses.   
 
I enthusiastically request that the Bureau of Reclamation consider the importance of these improvements and strongly 
consider the funding of this project.  Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Onward and upward,  

 
Blessing A Mobolade 
Mayor, City of Colorado Springs 
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May 17, 2024 
 
Camille Calimlim Touton 
Commissioner 
US Bureau of Reclamation 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington DC 20240-0001 
 
 
Dear Commissioner Touton, 
 
I am writing on behalf of Colorado College to express support of the WaterSMART Water Strategy Grant 
(WSG) application, prepared by Pikes Peak Waterways, for the COS Creek Plan stream restoration project. 
Colorado College stakeholders, including students, faculty, staff, and the local community, stand to gain 
significantly from the Water Smart project. This initiative promises to foster a culture of sustainable water 
use and management within the campus, directly contributing to a reduced environmental footprint. 
Students will benefit from hands-on learning opportunities, gaining practical experience in water 
conservation strategies that they can carry into their future careers and personal lives. Faculty members will 
have a new avenue for research and curriculum development, allowing them to integrate cutting-edge water 
management practices into their teachings. Colorado College leadership will be supporting efforts that 
exemplify their focus on sustainability, which will then enhance the institution's reputation and appeal to 
prospective students who value environmental responsibility. Finally, the local community will experience 
the positive effects of reduced water demand on the regional ecosystem, which can lead to healthier 
watersheds and long-term water security for all. Overall, the Water Smart project embodies a commitment 
to stewardship that resonates with the core values of Colorado College and its various constituents. 
 
The health and vitality of urban streams are essential to both human and wildlife communities.  Perennial 
streams in semi-arid areas, such as Monument Creek, have attracted settlement since prehistoric times.  
Monument Creek flows through the heart of Colorado Springs and will be the centerpiece of a vibrant 
greenway. The reach has been significantly altered from its historic condition due to urban development 
along its length. Restoration and enhancement of Monument Creek can lead to: 
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Lori Seager  
Vice President for Finance & Chief Financial Officer  
(719) 389-6693 
 
14 E. Cache La Poudre St. 
Colorado Springs, CO  80903 



www.coloradocollege.edu

Pikes Peak Waterways, working in a formal collaboration with the City of Colorado Springs Stormwater 
Enterprise and Colorado Springs Utilities, is leading the efforts to implement the vision of the COS Creek 
Plan. The Water Strategy Planning Document that will be created is a critical element and next step to 
implement the greater vision of the COS Creek Plan, tie into restoration projects upstream and downstream 
of the area of interest and provide a framework for the design and construction of improvements for the 
future including mitigation strategies for project challenges. The Water Strategy Planning Document will be 
a valuable tool to enhance community engagement and excitement.

Colorado College respectfully requests that the Bureau of Reclamation consider the importance of this Water 
Strategy Planning Document for the successful revitalization of the Monument Creek corridor and urges 
your favorable consideration of the application.

Sincerely,

-





Downtown Partnership of Colorado Springs
111 S. Tejon St., Suite 703 Colorado Springs, CO 80903 (719) 886-0088 www.DowntownCS.com

May 3, 2024

Camille Calimlim Touton
Commissioner

1849 C Street NW
Washington DC 20240-0001

Dear Commissioner Touton,

Downtown Partnership of Colorado Springs to express strong support of the 

Downtown Partnership is the leading voice for Downtown Colorado Springs, ensuring that our city 
center thrives as
experiences over 12 million visits annually, wit

The Partnership 
Plan as a that will residents and 
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s for the 
future,



Downtown Partnership 

Sincerely,



KYLE H. HYBL
President and Chief Executive Officer  

EL POMAR FOUNDATION
10 Lake Circle

Colorado Springs, Colorado 80906
(719) 633-7733

May 16, 2024 

Camille Calimlim Touton, Commissioner
US Bureau of Reclamation
1849 C Street NW
Washington DC 20240-0001

Dear Commissioner Touton, 

I am writing on behalf of El Pomar Foundation to express support of the WaterSMART Water Strategy Grant 
(WSG) application, prepared by Pikes Peak Waterways, for the COS Creek Plan stream restoration project.

The health and vitality of urban streams are essential to both human and wildlife communities.  Perennial 
streams in semi-arid areas, such as Monument Creek, have attracted settlement since prehistoric times.  
Monument Creek flows through the heart of Colorado Springs and will be the centerpiece of a vibrant greenway. 
The reach has been significantly altered from its historic condition due to urban development along its length. 
Restoration and enhancement of Monument Creek can lead to:

Restoration of the creek’s environmental qualities, aquatic ecosystems, and riverine function;
Promotion of economic vitality in economically disadvantaged neighborhoods;
Incentivizing private sector investments;

Expansion of recreational opportunities; and 
Creating a strong sense of place for the Colorado Springs community.

Pikes Peak Waterways, working in a formal collaboration with the City of Colorado Springs Stormwater 
Enterprise and Colorado Springs Utilities, is leading the efforts to implement the vision of the COS Creek Plan. 
The Water Strategy Planning Document that will be created is a critical element and next step to implement the
greater vision of the COS Creek Plan, tie into restoration projects upstream and downstream of the area of 
interest and provide a framework for the design and construction of improvements for the future including 
mitigation strategies for project challenges. The Water Strategy Planning Document will be a valuable tool to
enhance community engagement and excitement.

El Pomar Foundation respectfully requests that the Bureau of Reclamation consider the importance of this 
Water Strategy Planning Document for the successful revitalization of the Monument Creek corridor and urges 
your favorable consideration of the application.

Sincerely, 

Kyle H. Hybl



May 17, 2024

Camille Calimlim Touton

Commissioner, US Bureau of Reclamation

1849 C Street NW

Washington DC 20240-0001

Dear Commissioner Touton,

I am writing on behalf of the Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and Greenway District to express support for the

WaterSMART Water Strategy Grant (WSG) application, prepared by Pikes Peak Waterways, for the COS Creek Plan stream

restoration project.

Our District was established in 2009 to protect and enhance the health of the Fountain Creek Watershed. We do this

through creek restoration projects and engaging public education programming. We collaborate with local and state

governments, non-profits, businesses, churches, schools and neighborhood groups. Pikes Peak Waterways has been a

strong partner in our shared interests related to watershed health. Given the multitude of water users, interests, risks

and opportunities in our home watershed, we applaud any efforts that support our mission, and this WaterSMART

Strategy Grant could help to make a significant impact for local waterways and for those downstream.

The health and vitality of urban streams are essential to both human and wildlife communities. Perennial streams in

semi-arid areas, such as Monument Creek, have attracted settlement since prehistoric times. Monument Creek flows

through the heart of Colorado Springs and will be the centerpiece of a vibrant greenway. The reach has been significantly

altered from its historic condition due to urban development along its length. Restoration and enhancement of

Monument Creek can lead to:

● Restoration of the creek’s environmental qualities, aquatic ecosystems, and riverine function;

● Promotion of economic vitality in economically disadvantaged neighborhoods;

● Incentivizing private sector investments;

● Expansion of recreational opportunities; and

● Creating a strong sense of place for the Colorado Springs community.

Pikes Peak Waterways, working in a formal collaboration with the City of Colorado Springs Stormwater Enterprise and

Colorado Springs Utilities, is leading the efforts to implement the vision of the COS Creek Plan. The Water Strategy

Planning Document that will be created is a critical element and next step to implement the greater vision of the COS

Creek Plan, tie into restoration projects upstream and downstream of the area of interest, and provide a framework for

the design and construction of improvements for the future including mitigation strategies for project challenges. The

Water Strategy Planning Document will be a valuable tool to enhance community engagement and excitement.

The Fountain Creek Watershed District respectfully requests that the Bureau of Reclamation consider the importance of

this Water Strategy Planning Document for the successful revitalization of the Monument Creek corridor and urges your

favorable consideration of the application.

Sincerely,

Allison Schuch

Executive Director, Fountain Creek Watershed District

PO Box 8100, Colorado Springs, CO 80933

fountainckdist@gmail.com

719.650.7474







111 South Tejon Street, Suite 222          719.593.2600 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80903         norwood.dev  

May 12, 2024 
 
 
VIA EMAIL 
Camille Calimlim Touton 
Commissioner 
US Bureau of Reclamation 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington DC 20240-0001 
 
 
Dear Commissioner Touton, 
 
On behalf of Norwood Development Group, we write to express our robust support for the 
WaterSMART Water Strategy Grant (WSG) application prepared by Pikes Peak 
Waterways for the COS Creek Plan stream restoration project. 
 
As major real estate developers, land and property owners throughout Downtown 
Colorado Springs – and specifically within the Park Union neighborhood, adjacent to the 
section of the creek that fronts America the Beautiful Park, we directly witness the impact 
of the creek's current state on our community. The COS Creek Plan's goals to restore the 
aquatic ecosystems, promote economic vitality in disadvantaged neighborhoods, 
incentivize private sector investments, expand recreational opportunities, and create a 
strong sense of place for the Colorado Springs community align perfectly with our mission 
and the interests of our stakeholders, tenants, and residents. 
 
The reach of Monument Creek that flows adjacent to our properties has been significantly 
altered from its historic condition due to urban development – both from the expansion of 
the city and the construction of Interstate 25. The restoration and enhancement of this vital 
urban stream are crucial not only for the environmental and recreational benefits but also 
for the economic opportunities it will unlock. These enhancements will attract new 
businesses, boost property values, and increase the quality of life for the residents of the 
Park Union neighborhood. 
 
The collaboration of Pikes Peak Waterways with the City of Colorado Springs Stormwater 
Enterprise and Colorado Springs Utilities is a promising step toward the successful 
implementation of the COS Creek Plan. We believe that the creation of the Water Strategy 
Planning Document is a critical element and next step to implement the greater vision of 



111 South Tejon Street, Suite 222          719.593.2600 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80903         norwood.dev  

the COS Creek Plan. It will serve as a framework for the design and construction of future 
improvements, including mitigation strategies for project challenges. 
 
Norwood Development Group respectfully requests that the Bureau of Reclamation 
consider the importance of this Water Strategy Planning Document for the successful 
revitalization of the Monument Creek corridor and urges your favorable consideration of the 
application. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

           
CHRISTOPHER S. JENKINS   JEFFREY A. FINN 
President/CEO     Senior Vice President 
Norwood Development Group   Norwood Development Group 
 
 
 





   

 

 

Camille Calimlim Touton 
Commissioner 
US Bureau of Reclamation 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington DC 20240-0001 
 
Dear Commissioner Touton: 
 
I am writing on behalf of Palmer Land Conservancy to express support of the WaterSMART 
Water Strategy Grant (WSG) application, prepared by Pikes Peak Waterways, for the COS Creek 
Plan stream restoration project. 

Since 1977, Palmer Land Conservancy has been committed to meaningful, community-inspired 
land and water conservation efforts in the Pikes Peak region and throughout southern 
Colorado. We have conserved more than 140,000 acres of critical habitat, agricultural lands, 
scenic views, and parks and open spaces in partnership with government agencies, private 
landowners, and the public. We know well the value of Colorado Springs’ waterways, and 
Fountain Creek in particular.  

The health and vitality of urban streams are essential to both human and wildlife communities.  
Perennial streams in semi-arid areas, such as Monument Creek, have attracted settlement since 
prehistoric times.  Monument Creek flows through the heart of Colorado Springs and will be the 
centerpiece of a vibrant greenway. The reach has been significantly altered from its historic 
condition due to urban development along its length. Restoration and enhancement of 
Monument Creek can lead to: 
 

 Restoration of the creek’s environmental qualities, aquatic ecosystems, and riverine 
function; 

 Promotion of economic vitality in economically disadvantaged neighborhoods; 
  Incentivizing private sector investments; 
 Expansion of recreational opportunities; and  
 Creating a strong sense of place for the Colorado Springs community. 

 
Pikes Peak Waterways, working in a formal collaboration with the City of Colorado Springs 
Stormwater Enterprise and Colorado Springs Utilities, is leading the efforts to implement the 
vision of the COS Creek Plan. The Water Strategy Planning Document that will be created is a 
critical element and next step to implement the greater vision of the COS Creek Plan, tie into 
restoration projects upstream and downstream of the area of interest and provide a framework 



 

 

for the design and construction of improvements for the future including mitigation strategies 
for project challenges. The Water Strategy Planning Document will be a valuable tool to 
enhance community engagement and excitement. 
 
Palmer Land Conservancy respectfully requests that the Bureau of Reclamation consider the 
importance of this Water Strategy Planning Document for the successful revitalization of the 
Monument Creek corridor and urges your favorable consideration of the application. 
 
Sincerely,  

 

Rebecca Jewett 
President and CEO 

 
 
 
 
 
 





•
•
•
•
•



May 17, 2024

Ms. Camille Calimlim Touton
Commissioner
US Bureau of Reclamation
1849 C Street NW
Washington DC 20240-0001

Dear Commissioner Touton, 

On behalf of The Nature Conservancy (TNC) in Colorado, I am writing to express my enthusiastic 
support for the Pikes Peak Waterways’ application for a WaterSMART Strategy Grant (WSG) to 
fund stream restoration through the Colorado Springs (COS) Creek Plan. 

For decades, TNC has worked closely with community partners in the Colorado Springs area to 
protect grasslands and forests vital to the region’s agricultural heritage, biodiversity, and 
community resilience. TNC recognizes Monument Creek as central to the ecology, economy, 
culture, and health of the region. However, the reach that flows through the city has been 
significantly degraded due to urban development. Restoring Monument Creek will support 
wildlife habitat, aquatic ecosystems, and riverine functions such as flood control, water storage, 
and improved water quality. Restoration will also benefit local communities—including 
disadvantaged neighborhoods—with improved economic and recreational opportunities. 

As we understand from our peers at Pikes Peak Waterways, a WSG will support the development 
of a Water Strategy Planning Document. The planning document is the next step to implement the 
COS Creek Plan, to connect upstream and downstream restoration projects, and to provide a 
framework for the design and construction of improvements, including mitigation strategies for 
project challenges. As an organization that also works to restore river ecosystems throughout the 
Colorado River basin, all of us at TNC understand that the planning phase is critical for a 
successful and effective river restoration project. 

By investing in the Water Strategy Planning Document, you will help catalyze the long-term vision 
for the creek as articulated in the COS Creek Plan, which incorporates the values and goals of 
numerous organizations, neighborhoods, and local government representatives.   

On behalf of TNC, I respectfully request that the Bureau of Reclamation consider the importance 
of this project, and I urge you to favorably consider the application.

Sincerely, 

Carlos Fernández
Colorado State Director

The Nature Conservancy in Colorado
2424 Spruce Street
Boulder, CO 80302

tel (303) 444-2950
fax (303) 444-2985

nature.org/colorado



 
May 9,  2024 
 
Camille Calimlim Touton 
Commissioner 
US Bureau of Reclamation 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington DC 20240-0001 
 

Dear Commissioner Touton, 

I am writing on behalf of the  Trails and Open Space Coalition to express support of the WaterSMART 
Water Strategy Grant (WSG) application, prepared by Pikes Peak Waterways, for the COS Creek Plan 
stream restoration project. 

Our organizational focus is to protect more acres of open space, create and connect more miles 
of trail and improve parks across our region. Our residents and visitors use and appreciate our 
public spaces. We are committed to being their eyes, ears and voice on projects like this one.  
The COS Creek Plan will greatly improve their recreation options and quality of life in our 
community. 

The health and vitality of urban streams are essential to both human and wildlife communities.  
Perennial streams in semi-arid areas, such as Monument Creek, have attracted settlement since 
prehistoric times.  Monument Creek flows through the heart of Colorado Springs and will be the 
centerpiece of a vibrant greenway. The reach has been significantly altered from its historic condition 
due to urban development along its length. Restoration and enhancement of Monument Creek can lead 
to: 

● Restoration of the creek’s environmental qualities, aquatic ecosystems, and riverine function; 
● Promotion of economic vitality in economically disadvantaged neighborhoods; 
●  Incentivizing private sector investments; 
● Expansion of recreational opportunities; and  
● Creating a strong sense of place for the Colorado Springs community. 

Pikes Peak Waterways, working in a formal collaboration with the City of Colorado Springs Stormwater 
Enterprise and Colorado Springs Utilities, is leading the efforts to implement the vision of the COS Creek 
Plan. The Water Strategy Planning Document that will be created is a critical element and next step to 
implement the greater vision of the COS Creek Plan, tie into restoration projects upstream and 



downstream of the area of interest, and provide a framework for the design and construction of 
improvements for the future including mitigation strategies for project challenges. The Water Strategy 
Planning Document will be a valuable tool  to enhance community engagement and excitement. 

The Trails and Open Space Coalition respectfully requests that the Bureau of Reclamation consider the 
importance of this Water Strategy Planning Document for the successful revitalization of the Monument 
Creek corridor and urges your favorable consideration of the application. 

 

Sincerely, 

Susan Davies 

Susan Davies, Executive Director 

Trails and Open Space Coalition 

Susan@trailsandopenspaces.org  719.633.6884 

 



5/16/2024 
 
Camille Calimlim Touton 
Commissioner 
US Bureau of ReclamaƟon 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington DC 20240-0001 
 

Dear Commissioner Touton, 

I am wriƟng on behalf of Pikes Peak Chapter of Trout Unlimited to express support of the WaterSMART 
Water Strategy Grant (WSG) applicaƟon, prepared by Pikes Peak Waterways, for the COS Creek Plan 
stream restoraƟon project. 

The health and vitality of urban streams are essenƟal to both human and wildlife communiƟes.  
Perennial streams in semi-arid areas, such as Monument Creek, have aƩracted seƩlement since 
prehistoric Ɵmes.  Monument Creek flows through the heart of Colorado Springs and will be the 
centerpiece of a vibrant greenway. The reach has been significantly altered from its historic condiƟon 
due to urban development along its length. RestoraƟon and enhancement of Monument Creek can lead 
to: 

 RestoraƟon of the creek’s environmental qualiƟes, aquaƟc ecosystems, and riverine funcƟon; 
 PromoƟon of economic vitality in economically disadvantaged neighborhoods; 
  IncenƟvizing private sector investments; 
 Expansion of recreaƟonal opportuniƟes; and  
 CreaƟng a strong sense of place for the Colorado Springs community. 

Pikes Peak Waterways, working in a formal collaboraƟon with the City of Colorado Springs Stormwater 
Enterprise and Colorado Springs UƟliƟes, is leading the efforts to implement the vision of the COS Creek 
Plan. The Water Strategy Planning Document that will be created is a criƟcal element and next step to 
implement the greater vision of the COS Creek Plan, Ɵe into restoraƟon projects upstream and 
downstream of the area of interest, and provide a framework for the design and construcƟon of 
improvements for the future including miƟgaƟon strategies for project challenges. The Water Strategy 
Planning Document will be a valuable tool  to enhance community engagement and excitement. 

The Pikes Peak Chapter of Trout Unlimited respecƞully requests that the Bureau of ReclamaƟon consider 
the importance of this Water Strategy Planning Document for the successful revitalizaƟon of the 
Monument Creek corridor and urges your favorable consideraƟon of the applicaƟon. 

 

Sincerely, 

David Burnham 

VP of Programs, Pikes Peak Chapter of Trout Unlimited, ppctu.org 

717-982-8880 



UCCS Development Corp.
Main Hall, Chancellor’s Suite, 402G
1420 Austin Bluffs Parkway
Colorado Springs, CO 80918

May 20, 2024

Camille Calimlim Touton
Commissioner
US Bureau of Reclamation
1849 C Street NW
Washington DC 20240-0001

Dear Commissioner Touton, 

I am writing on behalf of the University of Colorado Colorado Springs Development Corporation to express 
support of the WaterSMART Water Strategy Grant (WSG) application, prepared by Pikes Peak Waterways,
for the COS Creek Plan stream restoration project.

As a 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to encouraging connections between the University and the 
Colorado Springs community, the UCCS Development Corporation supports the COS Creek Plan stream 
restoration project as a way to utilize the intellectual capital generated at our University, create jobs, and 
promote healthy growth in the geographic area just south and west of our Colorado Springs campus.

The health and vitality of urban streams are essential to both human and wildlife communities.  Perennial 
streams in semi-arid areas, such as Monument Creek, have attracted settlement since prehistoric times.  
Monument Creek flows through the heart of Colorado Springs and will be the centerpiece of a vibrant 
greenway. The reach has been significantly altered from its historic condition due to urban development 
along its length. Restoration and enhancement of Monument Creek can lead to:

Restoration of the creek’s environmental qualities, aquatic ecosystems, and riverine function; 
Promotion of economic vitality in economically disadvantaged neighborhoods; 
Incentivizing private sector investments; 
Expansion of recreational opportunities; and 
Creating a strong sense of place for the Colorado Springs community.

Pikes Peak Waterways, working in a formal collaboration with the City of Colorado Springs Stormwater 
Enterprise and Colorado Springs Utilities, is leading the efforts to implement the vision of the COS Creek 
Plan. The Water Strategy Planning Document that will be created is a critical element and next step to 
implement the greater vision of the COS Creek Plan, tie into restoration projects upstream and downstream 
of the area of interest, and provide a framework for the design and construction of improvements for the 
future including mitigation strategies for project challenges. The Water Strategy Planning Document will be 
a valuable tool to enhance community engagement and excitement.

The UCCS Development Corporation respectfully requests that the Bureau of Reclamation consider the 
importance of this Water Strategy Planning Document for the successful revitalization of the Monument 
Creek corridor and urges your favorable consideration of the application.

Sincerely,

William C. Lueck
Executive Director / Chief Operating Officer
UCCS Development Corporation

Sincerely,

William C Lueck



United States Department of the Interior
U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

Water Mission Area
Colorado Water Science Center

Box 25046  MS  415
Denver Federal Center

Denver, CO  80225
May 21, 2024

Dear , 

I am writing on behalf of the United States Geological Survey (USGS) to express our enthusiastic support 
of the Colorado Springs 2024 WaterSMART Planning and Project Design Grant application for the 
Fountain Creek Restoration Project.   

Part of the mission of the USGS is to provides science to help America achieve sustainable management 
and conservation of biological/ecological resources in wild and urban spaces, and places in between. 
The ultimate objective of this grant funding will be in direct alignment with our mission.   

The health and vitality of Fountain Creek is critical to all Southeastern Colorado. The WaterSMART 
funding is critical to providing funding to design water management systems for a highly degraded 
stretch of Fountain Creek. The subject reach is significantly altered from its historic condition due to 
urban development along its length: the reach is highly confined with no floodplain terracing, the 
natural habitat is deteriorated, and the majority of the natural wetlands are destroyed and have been 
replaced mostly by invasive species. The  will:  

The USGS respectfully requests that the Bureau of Reclamation consider the importance of these 
improvements and urges your favorable consideration of the application. 

Sincerely, 

Andy Klakulak
Supervisory Hydrologist- Colorado Water Science Center
Southeast Colorado Office - Pueblo, CO
928-388-8964







9757 NE Juanita Drive, 
Suite 300

Kirkland, WA 98034
425-250-2968

gregc@weidner.com

May 10, 2024

Camille Calimlim Touton
Commissioner
US Bureau of Reclamation
1849 C Street NW
Washington DC 20240-0001

RE:  Letter of Support – WaterSMART Water Strategy Grant

Dear Commissioner Touton,

I am writing on behalf of Weidner Apartment Homes to express support of the WaterSMART
Water Strategy Grant (WSG) application, prepared by Pikes Peak Waterways, for the COS Creek 
Plan stream restoration project.

The COS Creek Plan is a comprehensive project focusing on the future of the Fountain Creek 
Watershed in Colorado Springs, with particular attention to the segments of Monument and 
Fountain creeks near Downtown where Weidner Apartment Homes is developing a mixed-use 
community. The study area has recently been expanded to include the confluence of Fountain 
Creek and Shooks Run Creek (critical to the completion of the Legacy Loop project) where 
Weidner also owns property. Improved waterways and green spaces will greatly enhance the 
city's appeal and livability, which can attract more residents, businesses, and 
tourists. Improvements to the Creekways will also increase property values and encourage 
development (like ours) in adjacent areas. Additionally, the project can create jobs during and 
after construction, boosting local employment.

The health and vitality of urban streams are essential to both human and wildlife communities.  
Perennial streams in semi-arid areas, such as Monument Creek, have attracted settlement since 
prehistoric times.  Monument Creek flows through the heart of Colorado Springs and will be the 



centerpiece of a vibrant greenway. The reach has been significantly altered from its historic 
condition due to urban development along its length. Restoration and enhancement of 
Monument Creek can lead to: 

Restoration of the creek’s environmental qualities, aquatic ecosystems, and riverine
function;
Promotion of economic vitality in economically disadvantaged neighborhoods;
Incentivizing private sector investments;

Expansion of recreational opportunities; and
Creating a strong sense of place for the Colorado Springs community.

Pikes Peak Waterways, working in a formal collaboration with the City of Colorado Springs 
Stormwater Enterprise and Colorado Springs Utilities, is leading the efforts to implement the 
vision of the COS Creek Plan. The Water Strategy Planning Document that will be created is a 
critical element and next step to implement the greater vision of the COS Creek Plan, tie into 
restoration projects upstream and downstream of the area of interest, and provide a 
framework for the design and construction of improvements for the future including mitigation 
strategies for project challenges. The Water Strategy Planning Document will be a valuable tool 
to enhance community engagement and excitement. 

Weidner Apartment Homes respectfully requests that the Bureau of Reclamation consider the 
importance of this Water Strategy Planning Document for the successful revitalization of the 
Monument Creek corridor and urges your favorable consideration of the application. 

Sincerely, 

GGK Cerbana 

Gregory K. Cerbana 
VP – Public Relations and Govt Affairs 
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