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Background 
The American West is the fastest growing region of the country and faces serious water challenges.  
These water challenges include the potential for decreased supplies due to drought and climate change.  
Reclamation will help address climate change impacts and water shortages through the Basin Study 
Program, a key component of the Water Conservation Initiative.  In conducting the Basin Studies, 
Reclamation will work with State and local partners to analyze the impacts of climate change on water 
and power facilities in key basins and sub-basins in the Western States, and will identify options to 
mitigate those impacts. 

The Basin Study Program – Overview 
Reclamation will partner with basin stakeholders on a 50/50 cost-share basis to jointly conduct 
comprehensive studies that assess water supply and demand, taking into account climate change impacts, 
and define options for meeting future water demands in river basins in the West.  Each Basin Study 
includes state of the art projections of future water supply and demand on a basin-wide scale; analysis of 
how the basin’s existing water and power operations and infrastructure will perform in the face of 
changing water realities; and recommendations on how to optimize operations and infrastructure in the 
basin to supply adequate water in the future. 
 
In conducting the Basin Studies, Reclamation and its non-Federal cost-share partners will engage basin 
stakeholders in identifying tradeoffs necessary to best satisfy the future water needs of the entire basin.  
Together, we will develop consensus recommendations to optimize current operations and existing 
infrastructure in the basin to supply adequate water in the future.  Such recommendations could include 
identifying and prioritizing opportunities for water banking, water and energy conservation, water reuse, 
advanced water treatment, conjunctive surface and ground water use, modifying flood operations criteria, 
additional authorities, changing or supplementing existing infrastructure and operations, and applying 
new technologies. 

Current Status 
Reclamation announced the selection of three studies for funding: the Colorado River Basin Water Supply 
and Demand Study ($1 million Reclamation, $1 million matching) covering portions of Arizona, 
California, Colorado, Nevada, new Mexico, Utah and Wyoming; the Yakima River Basin Study and 
Associated Basin Restoration Implementation Plan ($1.3 million Reclamation, $1.3 million matching) in 
Washington; and Modeling for the Future of the Milk and St. Mary River Systems in Montana. 
 
Reclamation received 25 letters of interest from non-Federal entities seeking to partner with Reclamation 
to conduct a study.  These letters of interest represent a total request of $9.7 million in Federal funding. 
Reclamation had $4 million in appropriations available. 



 

 

Basin Study Program Requirements 
Program requirements include: 
 

 Basin studies are focused on river basins or sub-basins in the 17 Western Reclamation States 
where imbalances in water supply and demand exist or are projected; 

 Non-Federal partners contribute at least 50 percent of the total study costs in non-Federal 
funding; 

 Eligible non-Federal cost-share partners include states, tribes, water districts, cities or other local 
governmental entities with water management authority located in the 17 Western Reclamation 
States; 

 Studies must generally be completed within two years from the date funding is awarded; 
 Studies must be conducted in accordance with the memorandum of agreement applicable to the 

particular study.   

Proposal Selection Process 
Basin Studies are selected for funding through a competitive process using established criteria.  An initial 
screening is performed by Reclamation’s Regional offices to determine whether a proposed study meets 
program requirements.  Full proposals are then prepared jointly by the non-Federal partners and 
Reclamation and submitted to a review committee made up of technical experts from across Reclamation.  
The review committee evaluates and ranks the proposed studies using the selection criteria listed below, 
and recommends selected studies to Reclamation’s Commissioner for approval.  The selection criteria 
include: 
 

 The extent and consequences of existing or anticipated water supply imbalances  
 The extent to which Federal involvement is needed due to the nature and complexity of the issues 

involved; 
 The existence and quality of data and models available and applicable to the study; 
 The strength of any nexus between the Basin Study and a Reclamation project or activity.  

Studies with a stronger nexus will receive a higher score; 
 The level of stakeholder interest in and support for the Basin Study; and 
 Whether the non-Federal cost-share contribution exceeds the required 50 percent. 
   

We expect to initiate the selection process for FY 2010 funding in January 2010.   

Contact Information 
For more information regarding the Basin Study Program, please see our website at 
http://www.usbr.gov/wci/basin.html, or contact the Program Coordinator, Avra Morgan, at (303) 445-
2906, or by email at aomorgan@usbr.gov .  


