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April 21, 2016

Bureau of Reclamation

Financial Assistance Operations Section
Attn: Mr. Darren Olson

Mail Code: 84-27852

P.O. Box 25007

Denver, Colorado 80225

Dear Mr. Olson,

I am pleased to offer my support for the Beaverhead Watershed Committee in their application
for funding in order to further the Committee itself and to develop partnerships in the headwaters
of the Missouri River.

Representing an organization committed to the protection and preservation of our coldwater
resources, I fully understand the value of partnerships and good working relationships between
stakeholders in resource health. The Beaverhead Watershed Committee has been supportive of
our chapter efforts to clean up the Beaverhead River, members of which personally joined us in
picking up trash on over 70 miles of river just weeks ago.

Many of us, as guides/outfitters, irrigators, and business owners make our living on or by these
rivers and are both physically and fiscally dependent on their health. The Beaverhead Watershed
Committee has proven successful in developing relationships among disparate groups and
navigating the varied interests of folks who care deeply about the health of our local watershed.
The Committee has also proven adept in the implementation and execution of projects which
benefit our communities here in Beaverhead County, through willow restoration, culvert
replacement, the rehabilitation of Poindexter Slough, and improving local economic &
environmental resilience to drought.

As such, on behalf of the Lewis & Clark Chapter 656 of Trout Unlimited, I enthusiastically
support both the efforts of the Watershed Committee and this funding request.

Sincerely,

2 AR

Brian Wheeler
Vice-President
Lewis & Clark Chapter 656: Trout Unlimited



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Montana Partners for Fish & Wildlife
420 Barrett St.

Dillon, Montana 59725

April 20,2016

Mr. Darren Olsen

Bureau of Reclamation
Financial Assistance Services
Mail Code: 84-27852

P.O. Box 25007

Denver, CO 80225

Dear Mr. Olsen,

Please accept this letter of support for the Beaverhead Watershed Committee (BWC) application for the
Reclamation’s 2016 Cooperative Watershed Management Program (CWMP) Grant. I have worked on
water conservation efforts for native fishes in southwest Montana for over 20 years and understand the
importance of developing partnerships and working with communities for successful conservation. I am
currently working with private landowners in the Red Rock drainage on conservation of native Arctic
grayling and west slope cutthroat trout. The BWC’s strategic plan is to expand their effort to a landscape
scale which includes bringing in the Red Rock and Horse Prairie drainages. This grant will support
landscape water conservation that will benefit native fish conservation by assisting the Beaverhead
Watershed Committee (BWC) to build partnerships and by engaging the community to develop
watershed management projects and a watershed restoration plan.

The BWC is a member of the National Drought Resilience Partnership demonstration project in the
Upper Missouri Basin. This is a proactive Partnership that is working with stake holders and water users
to mitigate drought impacts. The BWC has completed numerous projects to mitigate drought, improve
water quality, riparian areas, sediment transport, instream habitat, irrigation efficiency and stream
temperatures. This grant provides a great opportunity for the BWC to build upon those efforts and
develop proactive management and projects to conserve water and mitigate drought impact in the
Beaverhead watershed in southwest Montana. Thank You for considering the BWC for this opportunity.

Sincerely,

L\ W
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USFWS
Fish and Wildlife Biologist



Water Users Irrigation Company

P.O. Box 1046

Dillon, MT 59725
April 20, 2016

Bureau of Reclamation

Financial Assistance Operations Section
Attn: Mr. Darren Olson

Mail Code: 84-27852

P.O. Box 25007

Denver, CO 80225

Dear Mr. Olson,

Water Users Irrigation Company (WUIC) would like to express its support for the Beaverhead Watershed
Committee’s proposal to build partnerships in the Red Rock watershed as part of the Cooperative Watershed
Management Program. WUIC privately owns and operates Lima Reservoir in the Centennial Valley, as well as the
irrigation conveyance system in the Red Rock River valley. WUIC is familiar with the Beaverhead Watershed
Committee and is open to working with them to develop watershed management project concepts.

WUIC is in the midst of improving its means of distributing water to its members. In 2015, NRCS engineers
surveyed many of our measuring devices and diversion points. They recommended maintenance or replacement
of forty-nine features of our system. We need to be able to accurately measure the flow throughout the river and
each individual user needs to have an accurate method of water measurement. This Cooperative Watershed
Management Grant may offer WUIC the opportunity to accomplish this goal by developing a project to be included
in a Watershed Restoration Plan which describes the necessary improvements. The Beaverhead Watershed
Committee has demonstrated a willingness to work together with WUIC in an effort to accomplish this goal. Given
that WUIC is directly upstream of the Bureau of Reclamation’s Clark Canyon Reservoir, we believe that this
potential partnership also offers a direct benefit to the Bureau and downstream water users.

WUIC highly recommends that the Bureau fund the Beaverhead Watershed Committee’s proposal to engage in
Phase 1 activities of this program. We hope that this first step will lead to subsequent phases of the program
which will help improve WUIC’s ability to manage water.

Cordially,

(Jthr C WV loitnctl

Allen C. Martinell, President



Beaverhead
Conservation District
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Beaverhead Conservation District
420 Barrett Street

Dillon, MT 59725

April 21, 2016

Bureau of Reclamation

Financial Assistance Operations Section
Attn: Mr. Darren Olsen

Mail Code: 84-27852

P.O. Box 25007

Denver, Colorado 80225

Dear Mr. Olsen:

Please accept this resolution which has been adopted by a unanimous vote of the Beaverhead Conservation
District’s board of supervisors as of this date April 21, 2016 in support of the proposal to further develop
the Beaverhead Watershed Committee (BWC) through the Bureau of Reclamation’s Cooperative Watershed
Management Program (CWMP) Phase I. As the fiscal agent for the BWC, the Beaverhead Conservation
District has the legal authority to enter into all financial and legal obligations associated with receipt of a
CWMP award.

The Beaverhead Conservation District is a unit of local government with jurisdiction over Beaverhead
County that is designed to help citizens conserve their soil, water, and other renewable natural resources.
The District believes that further developing BWC to include the Red Rock and Horse Prairie drainages
will promote local conservation efforts, and address water availability, water quality, and aquatic habitat
issues through local stakeholder partnerships. The District and BWC will work with Reclamation to meet
established deadlines for entering into a financial assistance agreement.

The District strongly recommends that Reclamation fund this proposal because of the benefits that it will
yield for the Bureau, the citizens of Beaverhead County, and all stakeholders in the Missouri River Basin.

Thank you,

%z%m I drall

Byron Martinell
Chairman, Beaverhead Conservation District
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United States Department of the Interior

Dillon Field Office
1005 Selway Drive
Dillon, Montana 59725-8449

In Reply Refer To: www.blm.gov/mt

1200 (MTB050)
April 22,2016
VIA EMAIL

Darren Olson

Grants Management Specialist
Mail Code: 84-27852

P.O. Box 25007

Denver, Colorado 80225

RE: Beaverhead Watershed Committee
Dear Mr. Olson:

This letter is in support of the Beaverhead Watershed Committee and their intent to increase the
organization’s capacity and expand their watershed restoration efforts upstream of Clark Canyon
Reservoir, the source of the Beaverhead River. The Dillon Field Office, of the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) manages nearly 500,000 acres within watersheds upstream of Clark Canyon
Reservoir. Over | million acres upstream of Clark Canyon Reservoir is managed by other entities
including State, other federal agencies, and private landowners, who own a significant portion (acres) of
the mainstem tributaries, on the valley bottoms. It is crucial for the BLM, other agencies, and private
landowners to have an entity, such as the Beaverhead Watershed Committee, as a partner to accomplish
the mission to restore and maintain riparian and wetland resources upstream of Clark Canyon Reservoir.
The Beaverhead Watershed Committee serves as a means to facilitate an “all-lands” “all-hands” approach
to watershed management and restoration, and effectively engages all land managers and land owners to
proactively promote watershed stewardship.

The Beaverhead Watershed Committee has demonstrated their ability to effectively plan and complete
projects, by not only developing the Beaverhead Watershed Restoration Plan in 2013, but by successfully
completing all identified projects by 2015. The Dillon Field Office feels the Committee has taken
necessary steps by engaging with stakeholders to strategically plan where the watershed issues remain.
Their focus in the headwaters of the Beaverhead River is an appropriate direction given the issues
identified by stakeholders during the Committees strategic action plan meeting in March of 2016.

The Dillon Field Office has fully supported and will continue to support the Beaverhead Watershed
Committee’s efforts, as they will play an important role by engaging landowners and managers to assist in
the development of a mitigation strategy to address water quality and water quantity issues in the Red
Rock and Horse Prairie watersheds.

Sincerely,

C{WJL'J//;G’ /L) M“[j(ﬁ)

Cornelia H. Hudson
Field Manager



Beaverhead County Commissioners
2 South Pacific St., Ste. #4
Dillon, MT 59725-4000
Phone: (406)683-3750 Fax: (406)683-3772
trice@beaverheadcounty.org
ghaugland@beaverheadcounty.org
mmcginley@beaverheadcounty.org

' BEA\/ERHEAD '

April 19, 2016

Department of Interior
Bureau of Reclamation
Policy and Administration
Denver, Colorado

To Whom It May Concern:

The Beaverhead County Commissioners have supported the Beaverhead
Watershed Committee (BWC) since they organized.

The BWC is a grassroots, non-regulatory entity represented by various
local stakeholders who support outreach (education), improved
conservation practices, resource concerns and the need to be able to
involve other citizens.

The BWC has a proven track record working effectively with Federal/State
agencies and private landowners on Watershed Management projects.

The Beaverhead County Commissioners urge the Bureau of Reclamation
to award a Cooperative Watershed Management Program, Phase #1 Grant
to the Beaverhead Watershed Committee.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,
.,
) / 7 iW4 ‘“ l\h,JCL" - X P
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CAprazo Yiee i andio e
C. Thomas Rice Michael J. McGinley Garth L. Haugland

Commissioner Chairman Commissioner
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Centennial Valley Association
PO Box 240077 Dell, MT 59724 715-681-0795

April 22, 2016

Bureau of Reclamation

Financial Assistance Operations Section
Attn: Mr. Darren Olson

PO BOX 25007

Denver, CO 80225

RE: Cooperative Watershed Management Program-Phase |
Dear Mr. Olson,

The Centennial Valley Association (CVA) is a small, non-profit landowner organization in the Centennial Valley of
Montana. CVA is comprised of ranchers, outfitters, loggers, and supporters, such as The Nature Conservancy
and Red Rock Lakes National Wildlife Refuge, all working together to preserve the integrity of the Centennial
Valley. We are writing to you today in support of the Beaverhead Watershed Committee’s (BWC) proposal to build
partnerships and sustain local livelihoods in the Red Rock watershed.

In the Centennial, our water sources support many different functions. It provides the agricultural community a
place to water their cows on the range, it is used recreationally, is a reliable water source for the community, and
the water sources support the iconic fish and wildlife communities, such as the grizzly bear, moose, and Arctic
grayling. However, over the years, change in land use has impaired streams and floodplains; a change in annual
precipitation patterns has made it difficult to maintain water within the natural system and for future human use
and the technology available to publicly track snowpack and groundwater has become unavailable on the valley
floor. All of these factors affecting the Centennial’'s water sources have made it challenging for the community to
monitor and improve hydrologic resilience, in the long-term, in case of drought.

Our community needs assistance. Being the utmost source of the Missouri River, we feel that we have an
obligation to keep the community involved in water resource issues. The Centennial Valley Association strives to
bring the community together and make aware of any resource issue pertaining to the Centennial through
outreach, monitoring, and community involvement. However, we are limited by the tools available to the
community and by the lack of capacity to build momentum for community involvement.

We believe that the Beaverhead Watershed Committee can assist us by filling the gap for us through the
Cooperative Management Grant. Having worked with the BWC at their willow workshop and in the National
Drought Resiliency Partnership, we trust that they can provide technical support, engage and empower
stakeholders, and implement and manage project concepts that will bring improvements to infrastructure, restore
riparian areas, and increase landowner awareness and participation on water resource issues.

Please consider the Beaverhead Watershed Committee’s proposal to initiate in Phase | activities of this program.
We believe this first step will lead to increased local group, landowner and community awareness and
participation in managing water for the future. Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely,

WW

Yvonne Martinell
Chairwoman
Centennial Valley Association



Montana Department -
of Environmental Quality

April 21, 2016
Dear Mr. Darren Olsen,

The Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) fully supports the Beaverhead
Watershed Committee (BWC)'s application for Cooperative Watershed Management Program
funding. DEQ’s mission is fo protect, sustain, and improve a clean and healthful environment to
benefit present and future generations. DEQ’s Watershed Improvement Section is charged with
implementing the Montana Nonpoint Source Management Plan to reduce and prevent impacts
to state waters from nonpoint sources of pollution. This is a daunting task, given Montana’s
large geographical area, sparse population, and diverse natural landscapes. Without the support
and individual efforts of local watershed groups, the task would be impossible.

DEQ has a long history of partnering with the Beaverhead Watershed Committee {(BWC) to
monitor, evaluate, and address water quality issues. DEQ’s Monitoring and Assessment Section,
Watershed Management Section (TMDL program), and the Watershed Improvement Section
{which | supervise) rely upon the local support, involvement, and leadership provided by the
BWC.

DEQ has identified multiple streams in the Red Rock and Horse Prairie watersheds (focus
watersheds for the BWC's Cooperative Watershed Management Program application) for which
beneficial uses are impaired and TMDLs must be developed: DEQ’s Monitoring and Assessment
Section is in the process of collecting additional water quality data to support TMDL
development in these watersheds. Further development of the BWC organization through the
activities described in their application will enhance BWC's ability to partner with DEQ, provide
effective local leadership, and ultimately gather broad-based local support for implementing
projects to improve water quality.

DEQ’s Watershed Improvement Section has provided financial and technical assistance in
support of BWC's watershed restoration planning efforts, educational events, and on-the-
ground watershed improvement projects. We are currently developing a Clean Water Act
Section 319 grant contract with BWC to help fund a sediment pollution reduction project and
provide technical support for their volunteer water quality monitoring program. We have found
BWC to be a reliable partner, and hope to continue working with them long into the future.

1 urge you to support the BWC's efforts by fully funding the request made in their Cooperative
Watershed Management Program grant application. Your support of these activities would
provide BWC with the planning tools and organizational growth necessary to expand their
efforts to implement recommendations in DEQ’s TMDLs and the Montana Nonpoint Source
Management Plan. Thank you for your consideration of BWC application.

Steve Bullock, Governor | Tom Livers, Director | P.O. Box 200901 | Helena, MT 59620-0901 | (406) 444-2544 | www.deq.mt.gov
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From: Frontier Anglers <frontieranglers@gmail.com>
Date: April 26, 2016 at 5:10:14 AM MDT

To: Beaverhead Chris <peaverheadcd.bswc@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Watershed Committee support letter

Hi Chris,

We definitely need to study this issue to its fullest potential. The Beaverhead river is a
world class stream that attracts thousands of visitors each year from around the globe to
fish its famous waters. The last two years we've seen some discharge from Clark Canyon
that has caused a major decrease from visiting anglers. The look of the water is a
grayish/green and visibility is diminished greatly. In the last two years, our fly shop alone
has lost over 100 guided fishing trips due to this issue.

We need funding to further study the water quality as if this continues the town of Dillon
and surrounding area businesses stand top loose a great deal of revenue.

Thank you,

Tim Tollett
Owner, Frontier Anglers

Dillon, MT
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