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RE: Cooperative Watershed Management Program Grant Application from the Lower 
Clark Fork Watershed Group and Trout Unlimited 

To the CWMP Grant Review Committee, 

The Eastern Sanders County Conservation District (ESCCD) would like to express 
support for the application from the Lower Clark Fork Watershed Group (LCFWG) 
to the Bureau of Reclamation's Cooperative Watershed Management Program for a 

grant to fund project design and technical assistance that includes restoration projects 
within the Thompson River watershed. 

We have partnered with the LCFWG in the development of the Thompson River 
Watershed Restoration Plan through 2018 and are interested in seeing projects 
implemented that have been identified in the watershed restoration planning process. 
Both LCFWG and Trout Unlimited (TU) have not be active on our district until recently 
and the expertise and resources they are able to provide are essential to bringing many 
needed restoration projects to successful completion. If this grant application is funded, 
it will allow the two organizations to work with ESCCD and other area stakeholders to 
build on watershed restoration planning efforts currently underway. The funding will 
ensure that we have the most relevant and complete plans to use as we work 
collaboratively on restoration projects. The funding requested will also allow on-the­
ground work to get underway as soon as possible, by initiating design work for high 
priority projects. 

As you are well aware, watershed management and restoration work requires a 
comprehensive approach based on a complete watershed analysis such as has been done 
for the Thompson and Lower Clark Fork drainages in order to be most cost effective. 
LCFWG and TU are currently refining plans for high priority projects in these two 
drainages and would effectively use grant funds to further that work. We look forward to 
the successful completion of the proposed work, and the eventual on-the-ground 
implementation of restoration that benefits the natural resources of the district. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

~·!./#/-<-' 
Eastern Sanders Conservation District Board 

7487 MT Highway 200 
Plains, MT 59859 
(406) 826-3701 



Jan. 26, 2018 

RE: Cooperative Watershed Management Program Grant Application from the Lower Clark Fork 
Watershed Group and Trout Unlimited 

To the CWMP Grant Review Committee, 

As Fisheries Biologists with Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP), we would like to express our 
support for the Lower Clark Fork Watershed Group's application to the Bureau of Reclamation's 
Cooperative Watershed Management Program to fund the development of stream restoration 
and fisheries enhancement projects in tributaries to the lower Clark Fork River, Montana. 

The Lower Clark Fork Watershed Group (LCFWG) has partnered with FWP on stream restoration 
projects in lower Clark Fork River tributaries since 2004, and we anticipate the further success 
in improving fisheries habitat as a result of our partnership over the coming years. Because we 
recognize the value of stakeholder coordination in the development of collaborative stream 
restoration and habitat enhancement projects, we supported the expansion of the LCFWG's 
activity to the Thompson River drainage, where they have been developing stakeholder 
relations and a Watershed Restoration Plan since 2016. 

As state and federal resources fluctuate, the ability of the LCFWG to attract diverse resources 
and partners to our area is a crucial component to initiate projects and advancement of 
watershed restoration efforts that benefit Montana's fish and wildlife species. One limiting 
factor has been access to technical skills and experience in restoration design and engineering. 
Federal partners (Forest Hydrologists) are often stretched to capacity while outside consultants 
are expensive. A potential partnership with Trout Unlimited (TU) resulting from this funding 
opportunity would increase our ability to design and implement successful projects for the 
benefit of native fish. The LCFWG and TU have a proven track record for planning well­
conceived projects, working well with area partners and seeing stream restoration and similar 
projects through to successful completion. 

We are further excited to see the LCFWG and its partners transfer the momentum from 
watershed restoration planning efforts over the last few years toward the design and 
implementation of projects through the lower Clark Fork. We have been engaged in the 
development of project ideas for the large woody debris additions in Crow Creek, Fishtrap 
Creek, Graves -reek and other lower Clark Fork tributaries - and naturally support any efforts 
to further develop these projects. Furthermore, we support the compilation of information on 

~ c:MOl(.taqa 'Fislt, 
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the Thompson River road system which will initiate the process for large-scale riparian habitat 
improvements along this important native and recreational fishery. 

Ryan Kreiner 
FWP Fisheries Biologist FWP Fisheries Biologist 
Thompson Falls, MT Thompson Falls, MT 



Jan.26,2018 

RE: Cooperative Watershed Management Program Grant Application from the Lower Clark Fork Watershed 

Group 

To the CWMP Grant Review Committee, 

On behalf of the Green Mountain Conservation District (GMCD), I would like to express our support for the 
Lower Clark Fork Watershed Group's application to the Bureau of Reclamation's Cooperative Watershed 
Management Program grant to fund watershed restoration planning and project designs in the Lower Clark 
Fork Watershed. The GMCD has been a member of the Lower Clark Fork Watershed Group (LCFWG), fiscal 
sponsor, and project partner since the LCFWG was formed in 2004. Since then, the GMCD and LCFWG have 
worked together, typically with state and federal agencies and private entities, to plan, secure funding, 
administer, coordinate, and implement many stream restoration projects in the lower Clark Fork area. 

Due to our experience with stream restoration projects in the lower Clark Fork watershed, we recognize the 
importance in updating the Watershed Restoration Plan for the lower Clark Fork Watershed. We realize it is 
important to plan strategically to bring as many resources as we can to facilitate implementation of 
restoration projects. For this reason, we are looking forward to having a new project partner, Trout Unlimited 
(whose participation would be assisted under this grant), to help increase our technical capacity for planning 
and providing designs for restoration projects in the lower Clark Fork area. 

If this grant application was accepted, it would help ensure that we have the most relevant and complete 
plans to apply to our continued collaborative work on stream restoration projects. This potential funding 
would also be used to initiate design and associated permitting work for priority projects pertaining to 
identified tributary impairments. By facilitating these necessary steps, this grant would make our projects 
more "shovel ready" and better positioned to attract additional funding required for implementation. We 
have been involved with stream restoration efforts over a large area with many diverse stakeholders and 
cooperators and believe that this grant would greatly add to our continued efforts in protecting and improving 
our critical water resources in the lower Clark Fork Basin. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

~~::,:~~\M£v~} ~ 

~71~ 

c~\~~~~'~ ,~?u,~~~ii(n 
PO Box 1329 · Ttout Creek, MT 59874 · (406) 827-4833 

gfconmountilincd.org 



SANDERS COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

1111 Main Street• P.O. Box 519 • Thompson Falls, Montana 59873 

Carol Brooker, Presiding Officer 
Glen E. Magera, Commissioner 
Anthony B. Cox, Commissioner 

January 17, 2018 

RE: Cooperative Watershed Management Program Grant Application from the Lower Clark Fork 
Watershed Group 

To the CWMP Grant Review Committee, 

On behalf of Sanders County, I would like to express our support for the Lower Clark Fork Watershed 
Group's (LCFWG) application to the Bureau of Reclamation's Cooperative Watershed Management 
Program for a grant to fund watershed restoration planning and project design in the Lower Clark Fork 
Watershed. 

Water resources are highly valued in Sanders County. Our clear-running rivers and streams help define the 
quality of life for residents in our county, and attract visitors for fishing, boating, camping and other 
recreational pursuits. We are fortunate to have the LCFWG in our county, dedicated to pursuing water 
restoration projects that improve and protect the water resources in the Lower Clark Fork Basin. 

The LCFWG has a proven track record of success with stream restoration and revegetation projects in our 
county. Their work will be enhanced and better defined with the completion of the Water Restoration Plan. 
The county and its water resources will greatly benefit by having an up-to-date and complete plan, and 
funding to jump start priority projects identified in that plan, because it will ensure the greatest problems in 
our watershed are addressed as soon as possible. 

We fully support this request for funding to complete the Lower Clark Fork Tributary Watershed 
Restoration Plan, to provide resources for technical assistance and project development, initiate project 
design for priority restoration projects using large woody debris, and to investigate removing a road along 
the Thompson River. The information gathered as a result of this funding will go a long way toward 
stewardship of our vital water resources. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Telephone (406) 827-6942 
Fax (406) 827-4388 

co.sanders.mt.us 

Carol Brooker, Presiding Officer 
District No. 1 

x, Commissioner 

Glen E. Magera, Com 
District No. 2 



1101 11th Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 

www.swcdm.org, 406-443-5711 

January 26, 2018 

RE: Cooperative Watershed Management Program Grant Application from the Lower Clark Fork 

Watershed Group and Trout Unlimited 

To the CWMP Grant Review Committee, 

On behalf of the Soil and Water Conservation Districts of Montana, I would like to express our support 

for the Lower Clark Fork Watershed Group’s application to the Bureau of Reclamation’s Cooperative 
Watershed Management Program for a grant to fund watershed restoration planning in the Lower Clark 

Fork watershed. The Soil and Water Conservation Districts of Montana is a non-profit that exists to 

supplement the resources of Conservation Districts across the state of Montana with additional grant 

funding, technical support, knowledge sharing, and other resources. 

The Soil and Water Conservation Districts of Montana have played a key role in the development of 

many watershed restoration plans in the state. In 2016 and 2017, our organization helped support the 

Lower Clark Fork Watershed Group’s development of the Thompson River Watershed Restoration Plan. 

This plan has incorporated extensive feedback from a broad base of local stakeholders and has created 

in-depth guidance identifying priorities throughout the watershed. We support the local and 

comprehensive approach the Lower Clark Fork Watershed Group has taken in the watershed and the 

future restoration made possible by the plan. 

The Lower Clark Fork Watershed Group has taken their collaborative approach a step further by 

partnering with Trout Unlimited to initiate restoration activities in the watershed. By combining 

expertise and resources, these organizations will be better able to serve local communities and 

implement successful projects. 

The Soil and Water Conservation Districts of Montana supports local, commonsense conservation and 

the local approach the Lower Clark Fork Watershed Group has taken during development of the 

Thompson River Watershed Restoration Plan will set the stage for successful future projects. Thorough 

planning is critical to on-the-ground restoration success and by outlining initial site visits and detailing 

restoration design plans, the Lower Clark Fork Watershed Group will lay the framework for successful 

projects that will result in meaningful restoration, benefitting both water quality and communities. 

SOIL & WATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

__ ____...J of MONTANA 

http:www.swcdm.org


 

 

 
 

   
   

 
 

 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Jessica Makus 
Programs Manager 
Soil & Water Conservation Districts of Montana 
1101 11th Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
406-443-5711. jessica@macdnet.org 

mailto:jessica@macdnet.org
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Christine Brissette 312 N. Higgins Ave., Suite 100 
Special Projects Manager Missoula, MT 59802 

406-541-1193 
cbrissette@tu.org 

January 26, 2018 

RE: Cooperative Watershed Management Program Grant Application from the LCFWG and TU 

To the CWMP Grant Review Committee: 

Trout Unlimited (TU) would like to express its full support for the Lower Clark Fork Watershed Group’s 

(LCFWG) application to the Cooperative Watershed Management Program grant through the Bureau of 

Reclamation. This funding would provide an unprecedented opportunity to build a partnership between 

our organizations to complete high-impact restoration projects in the Lower Clark Fork. 

Trout Unlimited’s mission is to conserve, protect and restore coldwater fisheries. While our work often 

involves project development and stakeholder coordination, we are best known regionally for our ability 

to implement projects on-the-ground. We have worked extensively throughout the Upper and Middle 

Clark Fork basins, but until recently did not have the capacity to work in the Lower Clark Fork. With the 

creation of a new TU project manager position, and the completion of the LCFWG’s Watershed 

Restoration Planning efforts, there is a powerful opportunity to leverage the skills of both groups to 

complete restoration projects in the basin. 

We’ve witnessed the LCFWG’s excellent work coordinating stakeholders to build and prioritize efforts in 

the LCF. The resulting plans and relationships are the backbone of successful, comprehensive projects. 

The LCFWG has asked TU to join as a partner to ensure that these plans are now implemented; TU will 

provide technical support, project development and training to LCFWG staff, while the LCFWG will 

maintain stakeholder relationships and develop opportunities for project implementation. The Cooperative 

Watershed Management Program grant would provide dedicated funding for this effort. Without this 

funding, we would still pursue this partnership, but the scope of our work would be limited and 

opportunistic. 

For Trout Unlimited, this grant represents an opportunity to expand our efforts of enhancing and restoring 

watersheds into a critically important area for native and threatened trout. After the extensive planning 

work completed by the LCFWG, project development is the logical next step. Through this partnership, 

and with the support of the Bureau of Reclamation, we can complete efficient, effective and impactful 

restoration work in the Lower Clark Fork basin. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Christine Brissette 

Special Projects Manager 

Trout Unlimited 

Conserving, protecting, and restoring North America’s coldwater fisheries 



USDA United States 
~ Department of 

Agriculture 

Forest 
Service 

Kootenai National Forest 

File Code: 2530 Watershed Management Date: January 18, 2018 

Subject: Cooperative Watershed Management Program (CWMP) Grant Application from 
the Lower Clark Fork Watershed Group and Trout Unlimited 

To: CWMP Grant Review Committee, 

Please accept this letter of support from the Kootenai National Forest for the Lower Clark Fork 
Watershed Group's application to the Bureau of Reclamation's Cooperative Watershed 
Management Program for funding for watershed restoration planning and project design in the 
Lower Clark Fork Watershed. 

The Kootenai National Forest has worked with the Lower Clark Fork Watershed Group 
(LCFWG) on multiple water restoration projects over the years, including recent revegetation 
efforts in the Bull River Valley and large channel reconstructi,on projects in the Vermilion River. 
The LCFWG has a proven track record for planning well-conceived projects, working well with 
area partners, and seeing stream restoration and similar projects through to successful 
completion. The Kootenai National Forest looks forward to partnering with them again on future 
efforts to improve and protect the water resources in the Lower Clark Fork Basin. 

If this grant application is funded, it will build on current watershed restoration planning efforts 
and will ensure that we have the most relevant and complete plans to use as we develop future 
restoration projects. The funding requested will also accelerate implementation by initiating 
project development and design work for high priority projects in stream channels and 
floodplains, for revegetation, sediment reduction and reducing irrigation diversion impacts on 
Bull Trout, a threatened species. In order to secure future funding for these types of stream 
restoration projects, we need the best information available. This grant will fund topographic 
surveys, construction design and revegetation plans, making our top priority collaborative 
projects shovel-ready and very competitive. 

Please feel free to contact me if you need any further information pertaining to the LCFWG and 
their work on the Cabinet Ranger District. 

Thank you for your consideration of this worthy application. 

Sincerely, 

District Ranger 

Cabinet Ranger Station 
2693 Highway 200 
Trout Creek, MT 59874 
406-827-3533 

Caring for the Land and Serving People 
P. 

Printed on Recycled Paper .. , 



USDA United States 
"'E?:-:i7iii5 Department of 

Agriculture 

Forest 
Service 

Lolo National Forest 
Plains/Thompson Falls 
Ranger District 

408 Clayton, P.O. Box 429 
Plains, MT 59859 
406-826-3821 

File Code: 1950 
Date: January 23, 2018 

RE: Cooperative Watershed Management Program (CWMP) Grant Application from the Lower 
Clark Fork Watershed Group (LCFWG) 

To the CWMP Grant Review Committee, 

Please accept this letter of support from the Lolo National Forest for the LCFWG application to 
the Bureau of Reclamation's CWMP for a grant to fund watershed restoration planning and 
project design in the Lower Clark Fork Watershed. The LCFWG is an important and valued 
partner in efforts to protect and restore water resources where the watershed overlaps with the 
Lolo National Forest. We have participated in the Thompson River Watershed Restoration Plan 
and will be involved in the Lower Clark Fork Watershed Tributaries Restoration Plan, both of 
which will direct important work to improve and protect the water resources of the National 
Forest. 

This grant will help gather necessary information needed to design channel reconstruction 
projects that will have tangible results. This grant request is consistent and supportive of 
preparations we are undertaking in order to carry out these projects. In compliance with National 
Environmental Policy Act requirements, analysis is in progress for multiple large woody debris 
addition projects in tributaries streams in the Lower Clark Fork watershed. This includes, Crow 
Creek, Fishtrap Creek, Graves Creek, and Upper Prospect Creek. Partnerships with the LCFWG, 
will be instrumental in advancing watershed restoration on the forest over the coming years. 

Similarly, the proposed investigation into the dual road system along the Thompson River will 
help us to address a major source of sedimentation into one of Northwest Montana's finest trout 
streams and improve its riparian habitat. The Lolo National Forest has invested significant time 
and resources into the analysis of alternatives for consolidating this road system. Partnership 
with the LCFWG in compiling information on past work and determining limiting factors will 
help us develop an appropriate path forward on this opportunity. Finally, we are excited that 
Trout Unlimited is getting involved in this watershed, and bringing their resour~es and expertise 
to these projects. 

Because funding for planning and design of these projects will result in a healthier and more 
resilient watershed, we urge you to support this application. Thank you for your consideration, 

Sincerely, 

~o .J 1-/,4--m/ 
-bAVID J. BATTIS 
District Ranger 

Caring for the Land and Serving People 
#JI,. 

Printed on Recycled Paper "' 



United States Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
Montana Ecological Services Office 

585 Shepard Way, Suite 1 
Helena, Montana 59601-6287 

Phone: (406) 449-5225; Fax: (406) 449-5339 

January 24, 2018 

Grant Review Committee, 

On behalf of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service), I would like to express support for the 
Lower Clark Fork Watershed Group’s (LCFWG) application to the Bureau of Reclamation’s 
Cooperative Watershed Management Grant Program. 

The Service’s 2015 Columbia Headwaters Recovery Unit Implementation Plan for Bull Trout 
(Salvelinus confuentus) (RUIP) identified sediment, riparian habitat degradation, and loss of large 
woody debris as primary habitat threats to bull trout in the Lake Pend Oreille Core Area.  The 
LCFWG’s proposal will support actions identified in the RUIP to address these habitat threats. 
Actions include consolidation of the Thompson River road network, restoration of large woody 
debris recruitment and pool formation in the Thompson River and Prospect Creek watersheds, and 
revegetation of deficient riparian areas. By addressing primary habitat threats to the Lake Pend 
Oreille Core Area, the LCFWG’s proposal will contribute to bull trout recovery in the Columbia 
Headwaters Recovery Unit. As such, the Service emphatically supports their application.  

If you have questions or require clarification regarding this letter of support, please contact Kevin 
Aceituno of my staff at (406) 758-6871.  

Sincerely, 

Jodi L. Bush 
Office Supervisor 



 
 

  
 

 

 
         

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

OFFICIAL RESOLUTION 

Attached below is an official resolution from the LCFWG Board in support of this funding 
application. 

Page 44 



0 LOWER CLARK FORK 
~ WATERSHED GROUP 

BOARD RESOLUTION 

At the meeting of the Board of Directors of the Lower Clark Fork Watershed Group {LCFWG) on January 

29, 2018, the following resolution pertaining to a funding application to the Bureau of Reclamation was 

proposed and approved by the board: 

WHEREAS the mission of the LCFWG is to facilitate collaboration among watershed stakeholders and to 

coordinate efforts to maintain, enhance and restore the ecological integrity of tributaries to the lower 

Clark Fork River; 

WHEREAS the proposed activities in the prepared application supports the mission of the LCFWG; 

WHEREAS the Board of the LCFWG have reviewed the above-mentioned application; 

WHEREAS the LCFWG has the staff capacity and broad support from its members and partners to carry­

out the direct and indirect tasks proposed in this application; 

Be it resolved : 

{1) That the LCFWG Board is in full support of the funding application, entitled "Watershed 
Restoration Planning and Project Development in the Lower Clark Fork Watershed", to the 
WaterSMART Cooperative Watershed Management Program Phase I Grants for Fiscal Year 2018, 
a program of the Bureau of Reclamation; 

{2) That LCFWG Coordinator Brita Olson is authorized to submit this application {via 
www.grants.gov) on behalf of the LCFWG; and 

{3) That LCFWG board and staff will work with the Bureau of Reclamation to meet all established 
deadlines for entering into a grant or cooperative agreement and necessary for the completion 
of proposed activities. 

Signed: 

Sean 

~~;{~ 
Moran 

LCFWG Board President 
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