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1 TECHNICAL PROPOSAL 

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

June 10, 2013 

Applicants: Land Trust of the Treasure Valley (LTTV), Idaho Rivers United (IRU), Trout 
Unlimited (TU), Ecosystem Sciences Foundation (ESF) and South Boise Water Company 
(SBWC}. 
City, County, State: Boise, Ada County, Idaho 

The lower Boise River watershed suffers from a serious loss of ecological resilience and a lack of 
a cooperative watershed enhancement effort. A diverse group of stakeholders has been 
cooperating for over two years to characterize these problems. The group determined that a 
lack of partnerships and coordination was hindering stakeholder ability to address critical 
watershed issues, including habitat loss, floodplain development, water pollution and 
ecosystem function. Watershed management and enhancement can only be successful if it is a 
cooperative effort; the applicants seek to create a framework for that cooperation in a 
watershed that has various and often divergent stakeholders. The applicants are seeking 
funding to establish the Boise River Enhancement Network (BREN); a self-sustaining network to 
help stakeholders connect, coordinate and cooperate. Funding from this grant will be used to 
accomplish the following work over a two-year time period: establish a structure and operating 
process, create an organizational sustainability plan, conduct outreach to establish broad-based 
participation, provide communication services, develop enhancement project concepts, identify 
and prioritize enhancement needs, and create an integrated enhancement plan. This work will 
be accomplished quickly and efficiently without the need for new staff or infrastructure. 

This project is expected to take two years and be completed by September 30, 2015. 

2.0 BACKGROUND DATA 

2.1 WATERSHED DESCRIPTION 

The lower Boise River watershed in southwest Idaho is approximately 1,307 square miles or 
836,876 acres (Figure 1). From Lucky Peak Dam, the lower Boise River flows 64 miles northwest 
to its confluence with the Snake River. Elevations range from 6,000 feet above sea level in the 
foothills of the Boise Front Range to approximately 2,200 feet at the mouth of the Boise River. 
The semi-arid climate is characterized by hot, dry summers and cold winters. In Ada County, 
land ownership is approximately 47% private and 45% federal, while Canyon County is 
approximately 93% privately owned. Rangeland comprises almost 51% of the watershed; 
irrigated croplands and pasture together comprise 31%. Over one-third of the population of 
Idaho lives in the watershed. 

Historically, willows and cottonwoods dominated the lower Boise River's riparian overstory, 
while alder, willow, birch, hawthorn and other shrub species dominated the understory. These 
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historic riparian habitats were due to the dynamic flows and spring flooding that occurred in 
the watershed.1 

Figure 1. The lower Boise River Watershed in southwestern Idaho. 

The Boise River once supported large runs of salmon and steelhead. These fish have been 
extirpated from the watershed. Endangered Species Act (ESA)-listed bull trout have also been 
extirpated from the lower Boise River. Native coldwater species including trout and whitefish 
inhabit the lower Boise River between the City of Star and Lucky Peak Dam. From Star to the 
Snake River, the river supports a coldwater fishery only seasonally, but supports introduced 
sport fish year round, including largemouth bass, smallmouth bass and channel catfish. 

Functional riparian zones and wetlands adjacent to the Boise River and tributaries provide 
pollution control as well as habitat for fish and wildlife. More than 150 species of birds use the 
watershed, including a variety of waterfowl species and neotropical migrants. In 2013, three 
pairs of bald eagles were identified nesting in the lower Boise River watershed. At least 37 
species of mammals occur in the lower Boise River watershed. Species like beaver and mink 
live in the river or side channels. Other species live in the riparian forests and uplands. Both the 
Boise River Wildlife Management Area (WMA) and the Fort Boise WMA provide critical habitat 

1 
MacCoy, D.E. 2006. Fish communities and related environmental conditions of the lower Boise River, southwestern Idaho, 

1974-2004: U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2006-5111, 36 p. 
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for resident and migrating birds and animals. Over 7,000 mule deer and nearly 500 elk winter 
in the low elevation mountains of the Boise River WMA. 

2.2 WATER SUPPLY SOURCE 

About 90% of the surface water used in the lower Boise River watershed originates as snow in 
the higher elevations of the Boise River basin, the majority of which is stored in three 
reservoirs: Anderson Ranch and Arrowrock (owned by the United States Bureau of Reclamation 
[Reclamation]) and Lucky Peak (owned by the United States Army Corps of Engineers). These 
reservoirs are operated for the purposes of flood control, irrigation and recreation, and 
combined, can store over 1,109,000 acre-feet (AF) of water. Over 95% of the lower watershed's 
drinking water comes from aquifers. There is a well-documented exchange of water between 
the lower Boise River and the shallow aquifer. 

2.3 WATER RIGHTS 

Lower Boise River watershed irrigators hold senior surface rights, some obtained as early as 
1860. lrrigators also hold rights to the majority of the stored water in the reservoirs. The lower 
Boise River above the City of Star is fully appropriated during the irrigation season (April­
October) and close to fully appropriated during the rest of the year. The river does not have a 
state-designated minimum stream flow, however Reclamation and Idaho Fish and Game hold 
storage rights in Lucky Peak reservoir that are set aside for stream maintenance. Surface water 
rights have been adjudicated. Thirty-two municipal providers also hold water rights in the 
watershed. Neither administration of groundwater rights nor the implementation of 
conjunctive administration is currently underway in the lower Boise River watershed. 

2.4 CURRENT WATER USES 

Water use falls into two categories: domestic, commercial, municipal, and industrial (DCMI) and 
irrigation. In 2010, total DCMI demand was estimated at 228,535 AF (14%), while irrigation 
water demand was estimated at 1.45 million AF (86%). It is expected that DCMI demands will 
increase in the future and irrigation demands will decrease, both due to urban growth.2 

2.5 WATER ISSUES FACED IN THE WATERSHED 

2.5.1 Endangered Species 

No federally listed threatened or endangered species or candidate species are reported by the 
Idaho Conservation Data Center, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, or NatureServe (2013) to be 
present within the lower Boise River and adjacent areas. 

2.5.2 Environmental Issues 

The lower Boise River watershed suffers from a critical loss of ecosystem function that has been 
identified by local, state and federal resource agencies as well as stakeholders. Stakeholders 
were surveyed by the applicants in 2011 and a majority (90%) of survey takers believes the 

2 Idaho Water Resource Board, Treasure Valley Comprehensive Aquifer Management Plan. April 2012. 
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health of the Boise River needs to improve. They ranked floodplain and ecosystem function, 
nutrient load and habitat as most important, followed closely by hydrology, sediment load, 
channel capacity and fisheries (see Appendix F). The applicants plan to address many, but not 
all of these issues. This strategic decision was reached collectively and is based on the fact that 
some needs are being addressed in other venues and that certain issues are more appropriate 
for collaboration at this time. 

Ecosystem Function - The natural disturbance regimes that maintain habitats and biological 
communities in the watershed have been replaced by human management. Ecosystem 
function, including water temperature regulation, water pollution prevention and flood control 
are also affected by the loss of natural disturbance. 

Water Quality - Beneficial use of the lower Boise River and a number of the tributaries is 
impaired because of chronic temperature, sediment and phosphorus pollution. 

Habitat - Fish and wildlife habitat in the watershed has been dramatically altered by dams, 
channelization, water pollution, and long term hydrologic and sediment modifications. 
Projected population increases will further decrease the quality and quantity of the riparian and 
aquatic habitat. 

3.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

3.1 DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANTS 

The Land Trust of the Treasure Valley (LTIV), Trout Unlimited (TU), Ecosystem Sciences 
Foundation (ESF), Idaho Rivers United (IRU) and South Boise Water Company are partnering to 
apply for CWMP funding. Tim Breuer, Executive Director of the LTTV will manage the project. 
These organizations, and many others, have been informally cooperating for over two years to 
increase opportunities to improve the water quality and ecological resilience of the lower Boise 
River watershed. The applicants are affected stakeholders in the watershed; they represent 
diverse perspectives; are grassroots; and, are capable of promoting the sustainable use of 
water resources and improving the functioning condition of the river. The applicants will use 
this funding to develop a consensus decision making process and develop appropriate 
operating procedures and structure to ensure the BREN is a sustainable and effective 
watershed group. 

3.2 ELIGIBILITY OF APPLICANTS 

The L TTV is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that works to conserve natural, scenic, 
recreational and farm lands of the lower Boise River watershed. The L TTV owns land and 
easements along the Boise River and has conducted community based conservation planning 
for communities in the lower Boise Watershed. 
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IRU is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization located in Boise, Idaho whose members' use and 
enjoyment of the Boise River is significantly impacted by water quality and quantity. IRU is 
capable of promoting sustainable use of water resources through their established education, 
outreach and citizen advocacy programs. 

The South Boise Water Company is an irrigation ditch company with water delivery authority 
incorporated in the state of Idaho in 1917 that diverts water from the lower Boise River for 
multiple uses. Company shareholders affect, and are affected by, the quality and quantity of 
the Boise River, and the Company promotes the sustainable use of water resources. 

The Ted Trueblood Chapter of Trout Unlimited, Inc. is a subsidiary of TU, a national 
conservation organization, a recognized 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. The 800 members of 
this Chapter conserve, protect and restore trout and salmon fisheries and their watersheds 
through habitat restoration projects and education programs in southwest Idaho. 

Ecosystem Sciences Foundation is a 501(c)(3) international environmental science and design 
organization dedicated to bridging the gap between scientific disciplines and resource 
management strategies. The Foundation advocates the wise application of science and design 
to protect the environment and uses a collaborative and multi-disciplinary approach to solving 
watershed management challenges. 

3.3 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

The applicants seek funds to establish a watershed group and accomplish a number of tasks to 
address critical issues in the lower Boise River watershed. The applicants and many stakeholder 
organizations with a shared concern for the lower Boise River watershed have been working 
together for over two years without any outside financial support. These groups focused on 
creating and building relationships and planned and hosted a well-attended workshop, From 
Vision to Reality: Enhancing the Lower Boise River (2011). Workshop participants identified the 
need for continued cooperation (see Appendix F), and many organizations and individuals rose 
to the challenge and began to lay the foundation for a sustainable cooperative network. The 
participants chose a name, adopted a mission statement and vision, created a contact list, 
established an online communication hub and sponsored a variety of programs. Now it's time 
to establish a formal process and structure and begin cooperative planning, and this funding 
will provide the needed financial assistance to accomplish these objectives. 

The preliminary goals, objectives and approach - all of which incorporate lessons learned from 
previous cooperative efforts in the watershed and are carefully crafted to be achievable - fit the 
unique needs of the local community and build a sustainable cooperative watershed group. 
The requested funds will be used to: 

1) Cooperatively develop a structure and operating process for the BREN that defines 
participation, establishes roles and shares responsibilities. In year two, the BREN will 
create a sustainability plan. 
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2) Plan and conduct outreach to increase effectiveness by building and diversifying 
participation. A key outcome will be to understand the issues stakeholders want to 
address and the critical services stakeholders would like the BREN to provide. 

3) Improve and expand the BREN's communication services, including advanced use of 
online Common Community Interest Networking, interactive map development using 
Google Earth, and on line publication of a monthly newsletter. 

4) Working with stakeholders to assemble information about critical watershed issues, 
identify and prioritize enhancement needs and project concepts and use that 
information to create a comprehensive enhancement plan. 

3.4 APPROACH 

To meet the unique needs of the stakeholders of the lower Boise River watershed, the 
applicants and other participants are taking a tailored approach to establishing the watershed 
group and meeting the goals described in this proposal. The goal is to establish a watershed 
network that serves the stakeholders and increases opportunities for public and private 
enhancement project collaboration; it is not to establish an organization that does 
enhancement work. Neither is it a goal to tackle all critical or controversial issues. The BREN 
will bring stakeholders together to conduct planning, develop project partnerships, promote 
watershed enhancement, and perform other work that assists stakeholders. This tailored 
approach will build trust, sow seeds of cooperation and inevitably reduce conflict throughout 
the watershed. The applicants have the expertise to meet the goals and objectives of this 
proposal, so a staff person will not be hired. The Project Manager, Tim Breuer, will contract the 
work to the applicants and others, as described in the budget proposal. 

3.4.1 Mission Statement and Group Process Establishment 

The BREN has developed a mission and vision statement: 

We are a network of people that Jive, work and play in the Boise River watershed dedicated to 
promoting the ecological enhancement of the river. The Boise River is recognized as a valuable 
resource by all communities in the Treasure Valley. Boise River Enhancement Network 
participants envision a healthy Boise River that enriches the Valley's quality of life. Imagine a 
Boise River that: 

• Helps meet our communities' desire for outdoor recreation and economic vitality; 
• Provides irrigation and drinking water to communities; 
• Flows through natural and restored fish and wildlife habitat; 
• Offers clean water for swimming and fishing; and, 
• Inspires people to better understand and appreciate the river and engage in stewardship 

efforts. 

IRU will facilitate an inclusive process expected to take 24 months to answer structure, process 
and sustainability questions including: How will the BREN be governed? Should the BREN 
incorporate? Should the BREN have members? How do we ensure sustainability of the BREN? 
How should the BREN raise money? 
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3.4.2 Information Gathering 

A wide-variety of information will be compiled to create a sustainable group and a cooperative 
enhancement plan. Information about stakeholder concerns, coordination needs and 
enhancement project concepts will be gathered via the outreach program led by the Idaho 
Water Resources Research Institute (IWRRI) and LTIV. Ecological data gathering will be led by 
TU and ESF. Several decades of data from federal, state and local government agencies are 
available and some has already been used by stakeholders in prior planning efforts. The 
information will be compiled in a central library. The BREN will also find out if stakeholders are 
planning or implementing enhancement projects and what issues they are addressing. Project 
concept information will be gathered from other watersheds too. The information will be 
integrated to create a coherent understanding of the lower Boise River watershed. 

3.4.3 Conducting Outreach/Participant Establishment 

The L nv and the IWRRI will lead the effort to connect new participants to the BREN. The initial 
approach will be to hold personal meetings with the stakeholders. BREN events such as field 
trips, workshops, celebrations and professional development will be cooperatively planned. A 
wide array of opportunities for involvement, ranging from online photo sharing to leadership, 
will be offered to meet every stakeholder's unique needs. The BREN's role is to help the 
stakeholders, and the outreach approach will be adaptive as new needs are identified. 

3.4.4 Identifying Watershed Needs and Concerns 

The group has already identified a primary unmet need - insufficient partnerships and 
coordination in the watershed (Appendix F). Exploring how the BREN can best help 
stakeholders will be a primary objective of the group structure and outreach activities. IRU and 
others will facilitate meetings and conversations to determine how much and what kind of 
structure, communication, and services are right for the stakeholders. Participants will also be 
invited to work together to assemble existing data and examine project concepts to identify 
and reach consensus on priority needs for ecological enhancement. The approach will be to 
start with personal meetings (such as landowner outreach by the LTIV staff) and educational 
stakeholder engagement activities and continually encourage increased stakeholder 
involvement in cooperative group decision making and leadership. 

3.4.S Developing a Watershed Enhancement Plan 

The existing vision statement (see 3.4.1) identifies long-term goals for the BREN. To achieve this 
vision, the BREN will integrate stakeholder skills and expertise to form a 5-10 year plan 
containing concrete goals and prioritized actions to achieve those goals. The BREN's plan to 
enhance the lower Boise River watershed will highlight the variety of environmental and 
networking issues in the watershed; the river and tributaries, and associated issues; the 
differences and similarities in issues throughout the watershed; along with potential solutions 
and stakeholder perspectives. 
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The enhancement plan will outline the watershed and its ecological, political and regulatory 
setting. To effectively address critical watershed issues, the constraints and opportunities for 
water and habitat management must be understood, so existing data and plans will be analyzed 
to identify as many constraints, opportunities and data gaps as possible. Through outreach to 
stakeholders, agencies, organizations and individuals, enhancement strategies that effectively 
address issues of high concern will be identified. The plan will then articulate how the BREN 
can support those strategies. Developing a focused plan that builds on the strengths of the 
BREN will be instrumental. 

Some stakeholders have efforts underway to enhance the lower Boise River watershed. The 
process of constructing the watershed plan will facilitate joint or synergistic efforts by multiple 
stakeholders to enhance the watershed. The BREN's goal is not to perform specific habitat 
restoration projects. It will, however, support efforts identified by the plan. Watershed 
management and enhancement can only be successful if it is a cooperative effort; the BREN 
seeks to create a framework for cooperative planning in a watershed that has various and often 
divergent interest groups, cities, counties, irrigation districts, flood control districts, as well as 
state and federal agencies. 

All of the activities proposed by the BREN will lead to the creation of a conceptual plan the first 
year. The second year will be dedicated to seeking and incorporating input on the conceptual 
plan from diverse stakeholders. Data gaps and missing issues, stressors and restoration 
concepts will be identified and addressed, as possible. The final plan to be completed by the 
end of the second year will be adopted by consensus. 
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3.4.6 Creating a Plan of Action for Implementing Activities 
The applicants have drafted a plan of action in order to be ready to proceed when funding is received. 

Task 

Finalize contracts for year-one tasks 

Structure, internal process 
and sustainability 

Outreach/Stakeholder Involvement 
and Education 

Improve communication services 

Subtask 

1. Convene committee 

2. Meet regularly to draft a proposal 

3. Get feedback on proposal, edit and 
adopt 

4. Draft a sustainability plan 

5. Get feedback on plan, edit and 
adopt 

1. Work with applicants and others to 
develop a 2-year outreach plan. 
Evaluate and modify after year one. 
2. Hold meetings, programs, and field 
trips. 
3. Develop and share information 
about critical issues and network 
offerings. 

4. Host an event to share Plan 

1. Complete upgrade of online 
community interest website. 

2. Publish Monthly Newsletter 

3. Launch Interactive map 

Responsible 
Entity 

LTIV 

IRU 

IRU 

IRU 

All entities 

IRU 

IWWRI, 
LTIV,SBWC 

IWRRI, IRU 

IWRRl, IRU 

IRU 

MV 

MV 

MV 

Timeframe 

Q3 Q4 QS Q6 Q7 QS 
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Assemble existing baseline condition 
studies and existing project plans, 
then prioritize enhancement needs. 

Identify existing river enhancement 
concepts and provide the 
opportunity to develop new 
concepts. 

Development of a watershed 
restoration plan 

Write annual report 

1. Compile existing data and plans. 

2. Summarize and analyze information. 
3. Find out who is doing what to 
address issues. 
4. Identify opportunities to address 
critical issues. 

5. Solicit participation and input. 

TU 

ESF, TU 

TU, LTIV 

ESF 

TU, LTIV 
1. Perform watershed analysis. ESF 

2. Work with stakeholders to identify 
and prioritize watershed management 
concepts. TU, LTIV 
3. Identify concepts that have worked 
in similar watersheds, including land or 
easement acquisition. ESF, TU, LTIV 

1. Compile results of information 
gathering and prioritize reasonable 
and feasible activities. ESF, TU, LTIV 
2. Draft Conceptual Plan and gather 
feedback. ESF 
3. Respond to comments and input on 
conceptual plan, fill data gaps, etc. ESF 
4. Write and facilitate adoption of Final 
Plan ESF 

All entities 
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4.0 EVALUATION CRITERIA 

4.1 EVALUATION CRITERIA A: WATERSHED GROUP DIVERSITY AND GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE 

4.1.1 Subcriterion No. Al Watershed Group Diversity 

Diversity has been a priority for the group from the beginning. The 2011 From Vision to Reality 
workshop was collaboratively organized by 13 different groups (including the applicant partners 
represented here); 68 organizations attended the workshop, including individuals from every 
applicable sector listed in FOA Section I. B. (see Appendix F). A diversity of stakeholders has 
attended work sessions, committee meetings, programs and field trips since the 2011 
workshop. For example, the Committee that drafted the vision statement included staff from 
Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ), IRU, IWRRI, Idaho Foundation for Parks and 
Lands, TU, LTTV, Boise State University, Ada County Highway District and Idaho Wildlife 
Federation. The diversity of applicants and letters of support (see attached) demonstrate that 
group leaders are continuing to expand group diversity and illustrates the high level of interest 
in these issues. 

Upon receipt of the requested funding, IWRRI will lead a cooperative outreach planning effort 
that will enable us to reach additional stakeholders and increase participant activity in the 
BREN. Our efforts will target the following stakeholders, identified through our work to date as 
providing a diverse representation of interests in the watershed; interests that need to 
cooperate to enhance ecological resilience: 

• Farmers (all farmers are irrigators); 
• Private landowners whose actions directly affect the river or tributaries; 
• Researchers and scientific community at University of Idaho and Boise State 

University; 
• Researchers and scientists affiliated with the Great Basin LCC; 
• Public la11d managers (cities, counties, state and federal); and, 
• Surface supply providers, some of whom operate hydro plants in the watershed. 

The interest of stakeholders in watershed enhancement varies; for groups like Ducks Unlimited, 
for example, enhancement is a core mission, while for others, like the Ada County Highway 
District, enhancement work is required. Given the complexity of issues when private land, 
water rights and regulatory requirements are involved, it is worth the time needed to develop 
the right message and select the right messenger(s). The BREN will develop outreach strategies 
and opportunities for participation that are tailored to these people and groups. 

The success of outreach is limited without a clear next step. The BREN will provide a wide array 
of collaborative next steps, including opportunities to: 

• Discuss, draft and provide feedback on the BREN organizational structure and process; 
• Attend and/or present programs or host field trips; 
• Write articles for the monthly newsletter and use interactive features of the website; 
• Develop enhancement project concepts and work with others to identify critical needs 

and synergistic opportunities; 
• Plan a large event to involve stakeholders; and, 
• Create a watershed enhancement plan. 
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4.1.2 Subcriterion No. A2 Geographic Scope 

The geographic scope of the BREN is the lower Boise River watershed in Ada and Canyon 
counties, hydrologic unit code 17050114 (see Figure 1). The entire watershed faces critical 
habitat, floodplain, water quality and ecosystem function issues; however, water quality differs 
markedly over the 64 miles of river in the watershed, degrading as it flows downstream. The 
loss of natural floodplain is widespread and the vast majority of the watershed's storm and 
wastewater are generated in Ada County. Agricultural development has replaced much of the 
native vegetation in Canyon County, but far less infrastructure occurs in the floodplain. 

Agencies and organizations that serve both counties have already been involved, but the 
majority of the interest is from Ada County, with its larger population. Critical watershed issues 
will not be resolved until stakeholders from both counties work together to leverage expertise, 
funding and community support. The BREN will use its current contacts in Canyon County to 
outreach to and involve more landowners, farmers and local governments in that county by: 

• Arranging presentations from Canyon County stakeholders and field trips to Canyon 
County sites; 

• Meeting with Canyon County landowners, farmers and irrigators; and, 

• Using the website and newsletter to spotlight Canyon County opportunities and 
successes. 

4.2 EVALUATION CRITERIA B: ADDRESSING CRITICAL WATERSHED NEEDS 

4.2.1 Subcriterion No. Bl- Critical Watershed Needs or Issues 

Loss of ecosystem function throughout the watershed is a critical issue. Changes in flow 
regimes coupled with land use practices have had a pr?found effect on vegetation and have 
created severe limitations on fishery productivity. Much of the riparian zone has been 
significantly altered and cottonwood stands are not regenerating. Many floodplain wetlands 
have been filled and are now dominated by non-native, weedy species including Russian olive, 
false indigo, reed canary grass and purple loosestrife. Similarly, modifications to stream banks, 
floodplains and side-channels, such as levees, riprap and housing developments have 
fundamentally changed fish and wildlife habitat. Riparian corridors composed of native 
vegetation are the best remaining habitat available for native fish and wildlife species, but 
population trends strongly suggest that the Boise River and associated habitats will continue to 
be pressured by development. 

U.S. Geological Survey and Idaho DEQ studies indicate that water quality of the Lower Boise 
River has been degraded by elevated nutrient levels, suspended sediment, bacteria 
concentrations and other pollutants. The Idaho River Macroinvertebrate lndex3 shows that 
water quality of the entire Lower Boise River is poor, and water quality and fish habitat 
degrades as it flows downstream. The Lower Boise River from Middleton to the confluence with 
the Snake River is impaired by total phosphorus negatively impacting ecological and 
recreational conditions (Table 1). 

3 MacCoy, D.E. (2006) 
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Table 1. Water Quality 

§303(d) Listed Stream Segments Four segments of the Boise River (Lucky Peak Dam to 
Barber Diversion 

Beneficial Uses Affected Cold water biota, primary and secondary contact 
recreation, domestic and agricultural water supplies, 
salmonid spawning 

Pollutants of Concern Low flow alterations, sediment/siltation, phosphorus 
(Total), fecal coliform, temperature, physical substrate 
habitat alterations 

Sediment and Bacteria TMDL Approved by U.S. EPA January 2000 
Estimated Completion for Phosphorus TMDL 2014 
Multi-Pollutant TMDL for Snake River (at and below 2004 
confluence with Boise River) Approved by U.S. EPA 

The ability to enhance ecosystem function, water quality and other elements in the watershed 
is hindered by limited cooperation and planning. The absence of a watershed protection and 
enhancement authority, along with a number of unresolved differences on the issues facing the 
watershed is a significant challenge. Fifty-seven percent of From Vision to Reality survey 
participants said the biggest challenge to restoration/enhancement work on the lower Boise 
River was the lack of partnerships and coordination, followed by the lack of an integrated 
watershed-scale plan. This critical need for cooperation and joint planning will be addressed 
with the establishment of the BREN. 

4.2.2 Subcriterion No. B2- Contributions that Address Watershed Needs or Issues 

Establishment of the BREN will positively contribute to the management of critical watershed 
issues, including enhancing collaboration. 

• Ecosystem function, aquatic and riparian habitat, floodplain, and land development. 
The group will collect, assemble and analyze data pertaining to these issues - a task that 
has not been done before. The results of this work will be easy to access through the 
BREN's Common Community Interest network website 
(http://boiseriverenhancement.net) and will allow a vitally needed integrated analysis 
of the watershed. Identification of data gaps will help our academic and scientific 
community participants make research plans. The group's collaborative work to 
determine reasonable and feasible enhancement project concepts will draw diverse 
stakeholders together with management agencies and create a new forum for 
addressing these critical issues - a forum that integrates people and ideas throughout 
the watershed for the first time. These are essential steps in creating an effective and 
achievable enhancement plan for the watershed. The completed plan, based on science 
and developed by diverse stakeholders, will help generate needed public and private 
support for enhancement projects. 

• Water Quality. The work described above will positively contribute to improvement of 
water quality. In addition, and specifically in support of ongoing efforts to achieve 
established Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) targets, the BREN will provide a unique, 
inclusive, consensus-based, watershed-wide forum to build and support vital 
connections among stakeholders, especially private landowners whose actions can 
directly decrease point and non-point pollution. TMDL creation can be divisive and time 
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consuming, leaving existing organizations with limited ability to foster collaboration - a 
role that BREN can effectively fulfill. 

• Enhancing Collaboration. The BREN is being established to enhance collaboration and 
overcome the current challenges of limited partnerships and coordination. The BREN's 
vision of a healthy Boise River is drawn from existing community comprehensive plans 
and is clearly welcoming to stakeholders from diverse perspectives. The goal of the 
BREN is not to promote a certain approach or strategy - it is to create a forum for 
people to discover shared concerns and develop cooperative approaches. Group 
process and structure will be developed cooperatively, and the group will hold meetings 
and events throughout the watershed, meet one-on-one with landowners, invite 
stakeholders to be active participants in the BREN, and continually be responsive to the 
needs and concerns of participants. 

4.3 EVALUATION CRITERIA C: IMPLEMENTATION AND RESULTS 

4.3.1 Subcriterion No. Cl- Project Planning 

By establishing a diverse, collaborative watershed group that gives a voice to all stakeholders 
and facilitates cooperative planning, the establishment of BREN will conform to and help meet 
the goals of the following plans: 

Implementation Plan for the Lower Boise River Total Maximum Daily Load, 2003, Idaho 
Department of Environmental Quality. Of note are the Plan's strategies to integrate TMDL 
implementation activities and the federal Phase II storm water requirements, and to use 
habitat improvement projects. The Plan recommends that appropriate partnerships be formed 
to support and complete projects that improve habitat in the watershed and to improve 
efficiency through resource sharing and optimizing effectiveness by focusing on watershed 
priority areas. 

The Compass -Idaho Fish and Game Strategic Plan, 2005, Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
(IDFG). The establishment of BREN will clearly support this agency's overarching goals of 
sustaining Idaho's fish and wildlife and the habitats upon which they depend by collaborating 
with interested and affected parties to conserve native fish, wildlife and plants and developing 
partnerships to restore, enhance and conserve fish and wildlife habitats. 

Boise River Resource Management and Master Plan, 1999, City of Boise. Of note are the Plan's 
policies to identify resource management and river habitat enhancement priorities to protect 
or enhance habitat, manage recreation and ensure public safety. This Plan will be updated in 
2013/14, and a number of applicants and supporters are serving on the Advisory Committee. 

Fisheries Management Plan 2013-2018, 2013, IDFG. This Plan commits IDFG to working with 
stakeholders to identify, fund and implement high-priority aquatic habitat restoration projects 
and to actively support projects that enhance water quality and fish habitat. 

Idaho State Water Plan, Idaho Water Resource Board, 2012. The Board supports cooperative 
efforts like the BREN to address many water issues and reduce conflict. Of special note is the 
Board's interest in protecting riparian and wetland habitats through voluntary watershed based 
conservation strategies developed and implemented through collaboration with water users, 
land managers, local governments, and state and federal agencies. 

WaterSMART Grant Application Technical Proposal- Boise River Enhancement Network 
Page 16 of35 



4.3.2 Subcriterion No. C2- Readiness to Proceed 

The work plan proposed by the applicants is the result of two years of cooperative work, 
including the 2011 From Vision to Reality workshop (see Appendix F); the adoption of a name,. 
mission and vision statement; creation of a website; and, many outreach and educational 
activities. The applicants and other participants have cooperatively developed a work plan and 
assigned responsibilities for implementation upon receipt of the funding. Part of the rationale 
for distributing tasks among applicants and relying on existing infrastructure and staff is to 
avoid delays that would arise by hiring a staff person, finding office space, setting up 
accounting, and other start-up needs. The Project Manager, Tim Breuer, Executive Director of 
the LTIV, will enter into agreements with the co-applicants who will provide leadership and 
expertise to ensure accomplishment of the work plan: IRU, ESF, TU (Mountain Visions [MV] is a 
proposed sub-contractor- see Appendix E Budget Proposal). The IWRRI will work 
collaboratively with applicants on outreach and education (see letter of support attached). 
These entities will conduct tasks as outlined in the schedule presented in 3.4.6. The Funding 
Plan (App~ndix D), Table 1, details the in-kind funding that has been committed by the various 
groups. The additional effort required will be met by in-kind donations from the project 
applicants and collaborators; as a result, no additional funds will be needed to complete the 
proposed activities. 

4.4 EVALUATION CRITERIA D: WATERSHED GROUP/LANDSCAPE CONSERVATION 
COOPERATIVES (LLC) NEXUS 

The entire Boise River watershed straddles two Landscape Conservation Cooperative (LCC) 
regions: the Great Basin to the south and Great Northern to the north. The Lower Boise River 
watershed project area for BREN (from Lucky Peak Dam to the Snake River, see Figure 1 in 
Section 2.1 above) is within the Great Basin LCC boundaries. The BREN project area is located in 
the lower watershed, where uplands are characterized by the sagebrush ecosystem and the 
lowlands are characterized by the cottonwood and willow dominated riparian areas often 
associated with the Great Basin. Since the Great Northern LCC is based in Boise, applicant 
partners have engaged Todd Hopkin's (Science Coordinator of the Great Basin LCC) and Sean 
Finn's (Science Coordinator of the Great Northern LCC's) input on developing a successful 
model for BREN. There are many shared goals between the Great Basin LCC and BREN. 

BREN and the Great Basin LCC seek to form a framework for linking science and technical 
expertise with management and applied actions for the benefit of the lower Boise River 
watershed. In the face of changing climatic and economic conditions, both organizations seek 
to promote actions that preserve and enhance natural resources and promote communication 
and education to enhance stakeholder understanding of important resource issues. If funded, 
BREN will integrate the Great Basin LCC staff, expertise and experience into the management of 
the lower Boise River watershed and promote stakeholder participation in the Great Basin LCC 
(see the attached letter of support from the Great Basin LCC). 
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APPENDIX A- LETTERS OF SUPPORT 

Letters of support for the BREN were received from the City of Star, Ada Soil and Water 
Conservation District and the Golden Eagle Audobon Society; however, due to limited space, 
they are not included in the application package. Letters of support from the following entities 
are included: 

1) Great Basin LCC 
2) Idaho Recreation and Tourism Initiative, representing federal, state and local entities 
3) Upper Snake River Tribes Foundation, Inc. 
4) Idaho Department of Fish and Game- Southwest Region 
5) Ada County Highway District 
6) LeNir, Ltd. (Douglas Fowler, Harris Ranch Development) 
7) Boise City Canal Company 
8) Ada Soil and Water Conservation District 
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Michelle Maher 
Bureau of Reclamation 
Denver Federal Center, Bldg 67, Room 152 
fP' Avenue and Kft>llng Street 
Denvef,CO 

Dear Ms. Maher and the Appllcatlon Review Committee. 

May2S,2013 

J am writing this letter m support of the application of several organizations that are applying 
for funding through the Bul"Nu of Reclamation's Cooperative Watershed Management 
Program to establish the Boise River Enhancement Netwotk. 

The proposed Boise River Enhancement Network Isa dlverse coalition seeking to Improve the 
water quality' and eeotogtcal resilience Qf the lower Sofse River. This network will bring 
together stakeholders to conduct outreach, colaboratfvely fdentffy and priorWze river 
enhancement pl'Ofects and crote an Integrated enhancement plan for future effcfts. 

The mission of the Great Basin Landscape conservation Cooperative (tee) Is to nance the 
understanding the effuts of changing climate and other natural and human Impacts across the 
region and to promote the coordlnatfQn of sdencl*based actions to enable human and natural 
communities to respond and adapt to those conditions. After conversations With the project 
proponents and review of their proposal, I feel that the Boise River Enhancement Network 
could also help forward the n'Ussion of the Great Basin LC~ while acting as a locally.-foc:used 
watershed group, We support thiS proposal and encourage you to consider funding this 
thoughfully crafted partnership effort. 

www.grntba:slnlcc.org 
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Michelle Maher 
Bureau of Reclamation 
Denver Federal Center, Bldg. 67, Room 152 
·6'h Avenue and Kipling Street 
Denver, CO 80225 

Dear l\.fs. M'aher and Application Review Committee members. 

.!May 14, 2013 

I am writing this letter in support of the application of local organizations to receive 
financial assistance through the Bureau of Reclamation's Cooperative Watershed 
Management Program (CWMP) to establish the Boise River Enhancement Network 
(BREN). 

The Idaho Recreation and Tourism Initiative (IRTI) is a coalition of state and federal 
agencies and not-for-profit organizations dedicated to providing Idaho citizens and 
visitors v.rith expanded recreation opportunities. Idaho has a multitude ofland 
management agencies and recreation providers whose roles can be extremely confusing 
to the public. People do not recreate by agency. By workingjointly, the coalition is able 
to provide information and services in a more effective manner. Financial support for 
BREN through the ewh>IP is in alignment v.rith IRTI' s goal of erasing agency lines when 
it comes to public enjoyment of outdoor recreation. 

Our organization is in full support of BREN' s efforts to establish a network that Mil 
provide important communication, coordination, and education to all stakeholders with 
the goal of enhancing this vital Idaho watershed. 

Sincerely, 

Vicki Jo Lawson 
IRTI Coordinator 

ll!'TIJ>All:'.!'Nm5 
Bure:;;;ro:. ,_d 1.;u;:ci M"~~mi'!nt Bur~;-u clAe:r-J.;,~n kj.;du~ Dep;i'rt:ir~:rtt ~f f...,"H'nn'l~ro~ hl:i'Kh:Q De·~"'tr7.w.ftt. d F~3>:h. :<rn.d G~me 

k!;:thc:i ,D~.~trni:nt;e-f .P;;.n=k~. :.lrrd Ri!U-'!~iiu-n. ki".;;1~~ Outf"~ti'e:r.s;. ;;;rd G->..iiVJ;1!$ A~:l.o<:j:.:itio~i: Tu!:;;:ho Otri:f~;"?; ~t=d Gud,e.-.s· b:Qt!:.:'1rin,; ~d 

iiah.o Rec.:reZ'brt and ~ Aswci.t-cyn J:f ;ho RV C;rnµycunM Ass-O:ii~ti:Ht k:;cho St~ {}.e p:mrr-~nt of ~ieufti.:rr~ fd~ho 

·:r~.~:spatt;.rtian 0>e¥~rt-!'f.?!!nt n;.n.lon:.:J ?;gk St!:Me LL S. fi:.h ~d Vf#dMe ~:<'ii:~ lLi. foq·es.t S=r~<Ke U·11.f\.•er~'ity ~· hl•11~ 
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UPPER SNAKE RIVER TRIBES FOUNDATION, INC. 
413 W; ldaho $treet, Suite 101, Boise, Idaho 83702 

May 16,.2013 

Michelle Maher 
Bureau of Reclamation 
Denver Federal Center, Bldg. 67~ Room 152 
6th Avenue and Kipling Street 
Denver, CO 80225 

Tel (208) 33:1.;7880 

Dear Ms. M<iher and Application R~view Committee members: 
i 

I am writing this letter in. support of the application of local organizations to receive financial 
assistance through the Bureau of Recl11mation's Cooperative Watershed Management Program 
(CWMP) to establish the Bt>ise River Enhancement Network. 

The Upper Snake River Tribes Foundation (USRT) works to ensure the protection, enhancement, 
and restoration of natural and cultural resources:; activitiq,s, and rights of the Compacting 
Tribes; reserved by the Treaties and Executhre Orders, protected by federal laws and 
agreements, or are the subject of aboriginal claims, asserted by the Tribes, The health of the 
Boise River watershed has great importance to 01.1r members as it holds traditionaVcuftural. 
significance. 

The Boi~e River Enhancement Network will db an important joj) in bringing stakehol~ers 
tog~hef anc:J helping them work together for the benefit of the watershed., The Foundation's 
interest in the fish and wildlife of the Boise River will be well served by a strong cooperative 
Network, 

USRT is !)leased to support cooperative work to .improve the health of the Boise Rh1er. W~ 
encourage you to fully func:J this CWMP proposal.. 

Sincerely, 

LeeJuan Tyler 
USRT Commission Vice Chairman 
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IDAHODEP~.\RIMENI'OFFlsBANDG.u.IE ................................. .. 
SOUIHWESTREGION 
3101 Soadi.~had 
Nampa, Lbbo 33686 

Michelle Maher 
Bureau ofRecJammon. 
Denver Federal Center, Bldg_ fil, Room 152 
6th Avmue and Kipling SIIm 
Denver, co 80225 

May21.2013 

CL.. •Buk:h" Oth!r/~ 
Virgil Mom1! I Dire.dor 

Dear Ms_ Maher and Application Review CotnmiUee mem.bels: 

I am writing this tetler in support of the applica1ion of local orgaoizahons to receive fimmcial assistance 
tbraugh the Bureau of Reclamation's Cooperative WaklsbedManagement Program (CWMP) to establish 
the Boise River Enhancement Netwmk. 

The Boise River is a defining component of 1he soutbem Idaho Jandsc.ape. The Idaho Dep3l1ment ofFish 
and Game manages :fur a di.vase and popular fishery in the Boise River_ However, downstream pmtioos of 
the River 11.aire been dramatically altered over the last 100 :ycais.. Waler quality bas suffered in this portion. 
of the River as well, leading to a l3diCa1 departure form historic habitat couditioos and fish assemblages. 

OneobjectiveoftbeDepartmentidentifiedinourFisheriesManagementPlan. 20l!J-2018istoseek 
improved laud and water management pCldices that significaotlyprokd and enhance fish babirat One 
progr.un jdentifim to help meet that objective is to collaborate with other agmcies and private entities to 
protect and enhanre flows. fish habitat,, and remove migJ.nioo. barriem. The Dep3l1ment belie\!CS that the 
Boise River Fnbanrnnent Ndwodt will heJp IDFG meet i1s goals by improviogndworlriog opportunities. 
allowing :fur joint planning, and advancing c00ll1Jl!Dir:afu bdwem slakebolde:m.. 

The Idaho Departmml: ofFish and Game supports this coopea:ative efibrtto enhance the BoiseRiver 
watershed to improve existing conditions and \lie mge you to provide the requested furuting 

Thank you. Please contact me at (208) 465-8465~ or via e-mail at rick.ward@idfgidabo.gov if you have 
any questions... 

cc: Gold file . 

Rick Ward 
Environmeobl StdfBiologist 
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Mklielle Maner 
Buteau Of Reclamation 
Denver Fedef;!l'Center1 Bldg, 67~.Room 152 
5tl! AVen!Je ancl J(ip!ingStreet 
Denver; G08ti2is 

D!:!ar Ms, Maher and Application Review Committee members: 

sara M, Bak~, President 
John s. Frand,en, Vfcti, i'reS!del1t 

Rebecca W, Arnold, ComnilSslOl'fef 
MltdleU A. Ji111rena, Con1miSsloner 

Jb'n Ha~, Commi$ionet 

hun wdtlngthis letter in support of the appllcation oflocalorganizatlons to receive financial asslstance 
through the Bureau of Recl~matlon's Cooperati'.ve Watershed Mana·gerrtent Program (CWMP}to 
establishthe Baise Rivet EnhancementNetwork. 

Tire Ada Cour\fy Highway District (ACHD) is an in'dependent government agency responsible for 
pial1hing, constructionr malnt'enance·and improvements to Ada County~s lot:al roads and. bridges. 
ACHD maintains and operates approximately Z,,100 miles ofroads: and 5treets:fn Ac!a Couptyi with an 
estimated value.of three billion dollarSj. J\CHD ls a hplder of Enviropment;il .Pr9:tection Agency (EPA) 
issue<i municipal separate .storm sewe:rsy$tem .. {l'vl$4J Phas1a1 I am:l Pl:lase 11, ~.ation<d PoU1;1tantDl:Scbarge 
Elimh'nrtion System (NPDES1 permit.$', ~Qtb ofwhlc:h lnclude,str!rigentconditi(!tis to· ensure complfamce, 
witb sediment:, f:1agE!ti'a·an d nqtrient polhltitm reglilations·'tb protect to!i! l~oi,S.e 'River and trU:li.!tai::les, 

AC!"lD' s stormwater .management resppnsibillties' are increasing'<1ncfnew: opportunittesto ad)ieve 
water qua!lty.goa1s:thro1.1gh formal Partnerships and informal networking: are welcome. ACHO staff 
have beni=fited: fl-om participation inthe informal networking opportunities thatthe applicants have 
provided; · · · · 

ACHD' s ihtetest il'l searching out new solutions and new strategies to efficiently solve ~ater quality 
challenges will be helped by: the establi:shtnentand work ofan all~inclusive Network. 

We support thts proposal and'encourageyou to provic!e the req1,1ested financial support~ 

Erica~Ahderson Maguire 
)!~ 

Storniwater Quality Program Coordiriatar 
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April 30, 2013 

Michelle Maher 
Bureau of Reclamation 
Denver Federal Center, Bldg. 67, Room 152 
5tn Avenue and Kipling Street 
Denver, CO 80225 

Dear Ms, Maher and Application Review Committee members: 

I am writing thls letter in support of the application of local organizations to receive financial 
assistance through the Bureau of Reclamation's Cooperative Watershed Management Program 
(CWMP) to establish the Boise River Enhancement Network. 

leNir1 Ltd. is a real estate project management business currently managing development of 
Harris Ranch located on the Boise River in Boise, Idaho. The Harris Ranch plan consists of 2,567 
residential units and over a million square feet of commercial/retail development 
We are' responsible for managing UOO acres including 1.4 miles of river front. One of our core 
principles is protection and restoration of our natural environment. The residents of our 
community place a high value on living in harmony with a healthy watershed and river. LeNir 
ltd. haswarked closely with a number of partners over the past 8 years to improve the health 
of the watershed and river~ These include but ;ire not limited to the Alta Harris. Creek (a side 
channel to replace trout spawning habitat} establishment of a non-profit, sustainable wildlife 
mitigation association. 

We rely on these partnerships to provide the ecological and engineering expertise we need and 
the opportunity to. leverage our efforts into something bigger. We feel our work has just begun. 
There is much we plan to accomplish, and development of a strong cooperative watershed 
group1the Boise River Enhancement Network, will be of great assistance. We will be able to 
share our experience and learn from others, we will be able to design our projects so that they 
work in concert with other projects and we will be able to help create a plan that addresses the 
needs of the entire lower Boise River watershed. We've benefited from our association with the 
informal Network and would like to see them receive funding to develop further. 

leNir ltd. is in full support of this significant effort to enhance this vital Idaho watershed so that 
it can recover lost ecological health and be resilient to the challenges of the present and future. 

4940 East Mill Station Drive, Suite 101 ·B, Bo.Isa, ID 83716 
www.tenirtto.com • 200-344-1131 
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May 30, 2013 

Michelle Maher 
Bureau of Reclamation 

BOISE CITY CANAL COMPANY 

P.O. BOX 2157 

BOISE, IDAHO 83701 

Denver Federal Center, Bldg. 67, Room 152 
6th Avenue and Kipling Street 
Denver, CO 80225 

Dear Ms. Maher and Application Review Committee members: 

I am writing this letter in support of the application of local organizations to receive financial 
assistance through the Bureau of Reclamation's Cooperative Watershed Management Program 
(CWMP) to establish the Boise River Enhancement Network. The Boise City Canal Company is 
an irrigation ditch company that supplies water to 600 users. We are primarily an urban canal 
running through numerous yards. We currently have 7 original water wheels operating on our 
canal that still supply water to properties. These water wheels are a small example of the rich 
history of our canal and water right dating back to 1865 when the orchards and farms were 
watered with these wheels. We provide water to individual homeowners along with Boise City 
Parks and Recreation Department, Boise School District and United Water which provides 
drinking water to residents of all of Ada County. Our canal is enjoyed by our shareholders and 
adjacent property owners and they all realize what a treasured resource it is. The Boise River is 
our water source and highly valued by our community. We wish to cooperate and fully support 
any effort to manage the river and surrounding environment that will continue to benefit the 
community iri the future. 

We hope you will fund this proposal to link all of us interested in the river so that we can spend 
our enhancement resources more effectively for the common good. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Harrison 
Water Manager 
Boise City Canal Company 
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MicheHe Maher 
Bureau or Reclamation 
Oenv-er Feder.al Center. Bldg. 67. Room 152 
ff" Avenue and tcipi~ Street 
OernH!r, CO 8021.S · 

Dear Ms. Maher and Appllcatlan Review Committee members: 

Ma.y2'9, 2013 

I am wrltlngthis letter In support of the application of local organizations to 
receive firumclal as&lstanc:e through the Bureau of Reclamation's Cooper.atiwtl 
Watershed Management Program 4CWMP~ to establish the Baise River 
Enhancement Network (BREN). 

The Ada Soil & Water ttmservatlm Di$tti:ct (SWCD} 1$ a ~mental 
subdivision of the $!;ate Qf Idaho that has ~ leadlfrg non-reguliatorv efforrs 
to conseiw; sustain, arid erthan.oo ililtiJl'llll resourties- in Ada ~linty '5itice 1948. 
~ 1.t1wer Btlise mveraf'&d itStriblltaries have always been considered fli(Jh 
priori'ty conservatlcn planning :a rea:nwithin our Oi$lrid. For GS yeai1 we hilve: 
cooperated with private landownm, !Oalorpni%atlcns, and all levels of 
government to promote conseNi\tkin a.wlw1" u&-eof natural resources 11sln1 
a voluntatv~ intentlve ba:w!dapproach. 

Pattnet3hii)~anlf .Ql)()perati0fi are <:rttlesil to succeSSfl.ll llfOjact 
imple:MenUtil)t'l. The Ma SWCO.SUppot'tS tM: co rw:ept of estabUshl r.g tM: 
Boise RIVer Enharicemem Network to s.ttt:ngthen stakeholder collabora1icn 
and e:11halniee caope'!'at!W implementation efforts chroyghotrt t,>UrwaternMd, 
We wetcome the opportunity to rmrticipate in the Boise River Enhencement 
Network to help klentuy partnersh iP proJed cpportuntttes and create a 
su.stai'Mble watet'Sihed el'lha~m~m: ()flanlzatlon. 

Slneere(y, 

/Mf-Jtr-· 
Soott l<obe11 
District Manager, Ada SWCD 
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APPENDIX B- APPLICANT AND WATERSHED GROUP RESOLUTION 

Five entities make up the applicants for this grant: the LTIV, IRU, TU, ESF and the South 
Boise Water Company. The eligibility of these entities was described earlier in the 
application. The L nv is the fiscal agent for the applicants, and, therefore is the entity with 
the legal authority to enter into an agreement with Reclamation. The LTIV's Board of 
Directors have adopted a resolution that meet~ all of the eligibility requirements for Task A 
(Establishment of a Watershed Group) as stated in Section 111.G.3 of the grant application 
and has reviewed and approved the application as submitted (see below). 

The LTIV is committed to working closely with Reclamation to meet established deadlines 
pertinent to this agreement and to collaborate in the management of Phase I activities to 
ensure that program objectives are being achieved. 

POBox106 Boise, ID 81701 (208) 385-7927 www.lttv.om 

Resolution fol" Boise River E11bance1nent Network Grant Proposal 

June 10, 2013 

The Land Trust of the Treasure Valley Board of Directors has agreed to be the applicant for 
the Boise River Enhancement Network grant proposal to the Bureau of Reclamation's 
Jlater~martgrant program. The Land Trust Board of Directors also agrees to provide fiscal 
sponsorship and grant administration. This includes working with the Bureau of 
Reclamation to meet established deadlines for entering into a financial assistance agreement. 

The proposed in-kind contributions by the Land Trust are funded as part of the Boise River 
Stewardship project. 

By: 

Its: Board President 
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APPENDIX C- REQUIRED PERMITS AND APPROVALS 

There are no required permits or approvals associated with this phase of planning for the BREN. 

APPENDIX D- FUNDING PLAN 

Funding Sources Funding Amount 

Non-Federal Entities 

·Land Trust of the Treasure Valley $5,000* 

Ecosystem Sciences Foundation $10,000* 

Idaho Rivers United $3,000* 

Trout Unlimited $5,000* 

IWRRI $5,000* 

Mountain Visions $5,000* 

BREN Coordinating Committee $13,000* 

Non-Federal Subtotal: $46,000* 

Other Federal Subtotal: N/A 

Requested Reclamation Funding: $100,000 

Total Project Funding: $146,000 (w/ in-kind) 
*in-kind contributions 
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Budget Item Descriptions 

Salaries and Wages 

Program Manager - L TTV Exec Dir 

LTTV Stewardship Coordinator 

BREN Coordinating Committee in-kind time 

ESF analysis/planning staff 

TU analysis/planning staff 

IRU facilitation/education staff 

Fringe Benefits 

Travel 

Outreach visits and meetings 

Equipment 

Supplies/Materials 

Office supplies, printing 

Contractual/Construction 

Mountain Visions 

IWRRI 

Other 

Reporting, Fiscal administration 

Total Direct Costs 

Indirect Costs 

TOTAL PROJECT COSTS (2-years) 

APPENDIX E- BUDGET PROPOSAL 

Computation 

$/Unit 

50/hour 

20/hour 
22/hour 

75/hour 
50/hour 

25/hour 

n/a 

.565/mile 

n/a 

500/year 

50/hour 
50/hour 

10%/year 

n/a 

Applicant Other Fed Total Cost 

($) USBR ($) ($) ($) 
Quantity {@24 months) (inkind) 

12 hr/month 5,000 9,600 14,600 

6 hr/month 3,400 3,400 

12 people x 2 hr/month 13,000 0 13,000 

21 hr/month 10,000 28,000 38,000 

19 hr/month 5,000 18,000 23,000 

18 hr/month 3,000 8,000 11,000 

0 0 0 0 

30 round-trips x 120 
miles 2,000 2,000 

0 0 0 0 

2 years 1,000 1,000 

500 hr/2 years 5,000 20,000 25,000 

100 hr/1 year 5,000 0 5,000 

2 years 10,000 10,000 

46,000 100,000 0 146,000 

0 0 0 0 

46,000 100,000 0 146,000 
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BUDGET NARRATIVE 
Salaries and Wages: As the fiscal agent for this grant, the staff of the L TTV is assuming the 
primary role in the administration, tracking and reporting on the activities of the BREN. The 
greatest share of staff time will be devoted to outreach and constituent relationship-building. 
Serving as the Program Manager, the Executive Director expects to spend approximately 12 
hours per month on these activities at $50/hour, with the assistance of the part-time 
Stewardship Coordinator, providing 6 hours per month at $20/hour. 

A Coordinating Committee has been meeting regularly over the past year and will continue to 
do so. Time required for participation in this group of a dozen people is approximately 2 hours 
per month. The national average 2012 unescalated federal volunteer rate of $22/hour1 has 
been used to estimate the 2-year in-kind value of this commitment at $13,000. 
Each of the grant applicants will be providing significant staff time and have been listed at their 
respective hourly rates: ESF, TU and IRU. The primary duties of applicants include planning, 
education, data analysis, event facilitation and outreach. 

Fringe Benefits: N/A. Staff are responsible for their own taxes and health insurance. 

Travel: The LTTV Executive Director, and to a lesser extent, the Stewardship Coordinator will 
reach out to key organizations and landowners along the extent of the lower Boise River, a 
reach which stretches 64 river miles. Travel includes meeting onsite with these entities, as well 
as participation in town meetings and watershed networking events. The total travel cost, 
using personal vehicles, has been estimated at the 2013 unescalated federal reimbursement 
rate of $0.565/mile for a 2-year total of $2,000. Additional mileage is likely and will be 
considered an in-kind donation. 

Equipment: None. Applicants and other cooperators are already fully-equipped and will 
donate the use of equipment, as needed. The BREN website costs have been covered under 
the proposed sub-contractor (MV), who is responsible for the development of this critical 
asset.5 

Materials and Supplies: $1000 for two years will cover the basic miscellaneous office supplies, 
along with expected printing costs for watershed event advertising and meeting documents. 

Contractual: The Project Manager will contract with existing groups and businesses to provide 
expertise and carry out specific goals of the 2-year project and complete the watershed 
enhancement plan. This includes MV, who will handle all major communication strategies 
including all website maintenance and upkeep (both paid and in-kind time). IWRRI will assist in 
in-kind relationship-development work, particularly with the irrigators. Both organizations' in­
kind 2013 labor rate is $50/hour for proposed staff. 

1 http://www.volunteeringinamerica.gov/pressroom/value states.cfm 
5 Note that 'contractors' refer to a subset of applicants who will subcontract to the LTTV to complete activities 
proposed in this application. 
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Reporting: The LTTV will take the lead in coordinating the final progress report writing. Staff 
additionally will draft financial and quarterly reports throughout the 2-year project period, and 
offer a<:Jministrative support as needed. This has been estimated at the allowed rate of 10% of 
the total grant request. 

Other: None. 

Indirect Costs: None. 

Total Cost: Total project costs over the 2-year period, including in-kind donations, will be 
$146,000, with $100,000 requested from Reclamation. 
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APPENDIX F- FROM VISION TO REALITY WORKSHOP OUTCOMES AND RESULTS 

""""""'"' ""'"''"'"''"' early 2'111, !nt;m!$ttd 
looil mbhdders cam• t~to p/M a ""'rit<hop"" -imnrn«ttal 
en~ ~Mleoothe lmwrllclH!ll!vet.All !nll!!lei;ted 
lndiv!du'1!ls and orgal'liziltiom ~ w"4c<llm! to partlclpM!! to li>sti!f' an <>pm 

and !odusM! p1Ml111ng pn::.:ss. An Orgllf\Wng Commltmo thatlndu* 

non.profit andli»i:telitstafl; vol~ and 119mcy 111pnm~ntatiw5 ~lid 
oo the~ oftt..! worlishop, 'T<>il'!a'li!ase opportunlt~ li>spubilcand ptlvate 

emsynam enhanc!!ment m the ~Solse R!wr by embllmrng ~ 
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1he workshop was held on October 18th and it brought 106 afthe area's practitlo™'rs, dedsion makers 

and active citizens together for a substantive discussion about the challenges and opportunities 

for enviromnental enhancement of the Lower Boise River. The focus was on the foture, with the 

presentations and small group discussiorn; designed !o help participants form a vision for enharu:ement 

of the Lower Baise River. In me rnoming, local natural resource experts and river ecosystem 

enhancement practiticner;;'talked about the r>eed for enhancement and the lessons learned from 

c-0mpleted enhancement efforB. After lunch, attendees r,eard about existing opportunities for financial 

and !t!chnkal assistance for enhancement. Boise State University President, Dr. Bob Kustra, delivered the 

keynote address in whkh he disc1.1Ssed his positive experience spearheading a cnllaborative effurt to 

dean up the !lllnnis River fn his time as Lieutenant Gnvemor nf tha! state. He lauded the Boise River and 

offered his and the University's support and ena:)IJragement ro the.efforts of the workshop participants:. 

1he final presentation was a lively discussion of next steps among efght cliverse stakeholders. Like 

the lunch serles, the workshop presentations were recorded and posted online for increased access 

(available at: http:/!www.iclahortv<::rs.orglpro1&trivef$/boiseriver.aspx?page=lunchlernres). 

Break out sessions ;vere held in the m-0rning and afternoon where participants engaged e.ach other 

str,m:t.ur•!d small grot.rp discussions. These groups enabled indilliduals to a:press theirideas 
and increased networking and information exdiange. Key questions designed to ~idt suggestions for 

realistic next steps 'Nere discussed at both sessions. 

Break nut session results: The break out sessions prn11ided not only a forum for interchange between 

professionals, but also an opportunity to record their ideas. The questions and participant's answers 

are presented on the following pages. Due to the large variety of recorded answers, se11eral were 

consolidated into dGSely related themes for ease of interpretation. 

Online Survey Results: The online survey PflJ'Jided a standardized question and answer platform that 

enabled data to be gathered to inform future efforts, as the Organizing Committee realized t!-.at the 

workshop was not an end in itself but rather the beginning cf a long-term effort. As with the break out 

session results, due to the large variety of recorded answers, several""""' <onsnlidated into dGSely 

rel.ated themes for ease of interpretatio<l. The results am presented on the following pages. 

The workshop brought a breadth of experiences., expertise, ideas, and desires into an open and inclusive 

discusslnn forum. The vast majmity of participants gave the Workshop high ratings and indii:ated 

signifKant interest in continuing cooperative e!fur-.s for environmental enhancEment. M:any membe!'.S 

of the Organizing Committee ;i,-e continuing ta meet to organize oppmtunities forfurther networking, 

edocatioo, visioning and problem solving. Please rontact Bolseriverenhancernent@gmail.com to be 
;;dded tn the From Vision to Reality: fnham:ing the lower Boise River mailing list. 
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Interest in the River 

Your Role 

River Health 
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Approaches to Restoration 

What Needs Improvement Important Issues 

Next Steps 
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Michelle Maher 
Bureau of Reclamation 

Idaho Recreation & Tourism Initiative 

Denver Federal Center, Bldg. 67, Room 152 
61

h A venue and Kipling Street 
Denver, CO 80225 

Dear Ms. Maher and Application Review Committee members, 

May 14, 2013 

I am writing this letter in support of the application of local organizations to receive 
financial assistance through the Bureau of Reclamation's Cooperative Watershed 
Management Program (CWMP) to establish the Boise River Enhancement Network 
(BREN). 

The Idaho Recreation and Tourism Initiative (IRTI) is a coalition of state and federal 
agencies and not-for-profit organizations dedicated to providing Idaho citizens and 
visitors with expanded recreation opportunities. Idaho has a multitude of land 
management agencies and recreation providers whose roles can be extremely confusing 
to the public. People do not recreate by agency. By working jointly, the coalition is able 
to provide information and services in a more effective manner. Financial support for 
BREN through the CWMP is in alignment with IR TI' s goal of erasing agency lines when 
it comes to public enjoyment of outdoor recreation. 

Our organization is in full support of BREN's efforts to establish a network that will 
provide important communication, coordination, and education to all stakeholders with 
the goal of enhancing this vital Idaho watershed. 

Sincerely, 

'-V~ 
Vicki Jo Lawson 
IR TI Coordinator 

IRTI PARTNERS 
Bureau of Land Management Bureau of Reclamation Idaho Department of Commerce Idaho Department of Fish and Game 

Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation Idaho Outfitters and Guides Association Idaho Outfitters and Guides Licensing Board 
Idaho Recreation and Parks Association Idaho RV Campgrounds Association Idaho State Department of Agriculture Idaho 
Transportation Department National Park Service U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service U.S. Forest Service University of Idaho 

S6S7 Warm Springs Avenue Boise, ID 83716 I P.O. BOX 83720 Boise, ID 83720-0065 I p: 208.608.8741 I f: 208.334.3741 

http:// pa rksa nd recreation. ida ho.gov /ida ho-recreation-and-tourism-in itiative-0 


