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Contact: John Redding, (208) 378-5212
Owyhee Dam: 1932 – 2007 Construction Period
Malheur County, Oregon & Owyhee County, Idaho


Reclamation survey and investigation: 1903-1905

Dam site received consideration: 1909

United States and the State of Oregon each contributed $5000 to the "Oregon Cooperative Work":  1916

Districts to enter into contracts with Reclamation for the construction of the Owyhee Project: 1912-1913.
Construction period:  1928-1932  
Official dedication: July 17, 1932
Key Features:
· The Owyhee Project lies west of the Snake River in Malheur County, Oregon, and Owyhee County, Idaho.  Principal towns in the area are Homedale, Idaho, and Adrian, Nyssa, and Ontario, Oregon. 
· Over 105,000 acres of land are irrigated along the west side of the Snake River in eastern Oregon and southwestern Idaho. 
· The key feature of the project is Owyhee Dam, on the Owyhee River, about 11 miles southwest of Adrian, Oregon, which acts as both a storage and diversion structure.  Project works also include canals, pipelines, tunnels, 9 pumping plants, laterals and drains.
· Owyhee Dam is a concrete, thick-arch structure which was designed to carry about three-fourths of the water load by arch action and the remainder by gravity action.  The dam is 417 feet high with a 623 foot arch.  At the time of its construction, Owyhee ranked as the world's highest dam.  
· The total capacity of Lake Owyhee is 1,120,000 acre-feet (active 715,200 acre-feet).

· Owyhee Dam became the prototype for the design and construction of the 726-foot high Hoover Dam, which was constructed between 1931-1936.
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