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OPERATIONS
PAST AND PRESENT
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FORECASTS AND
FUTURE OPERATIONS
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Percent of 1981-2010 Average

Forecasted April-July Runoff
As of January 1st

Gunnison River - near Grand Jct  1,400,000

Ridgway Reservoir Inflow     100,000

North Fork Gunnison River - near Somerset     245,000

Paonia Reservoir Inflow (Mar-Jun)     77,000

Lake Fork Gunnison River - at Gateview       132,000

Tomichi Creek - at Gunnison  81,000

Blue Mesa Reservoir Inflow     660,000

Gunnison River - near Gunnison  350,000

East River - at Almont     165,000

Taylor Park Reservoir Inflow     100,000



Year Type
Blue Mesa 
Forecasted 

Desired Peak at 
Whitewater

Duration of Half Bank 
(8,070 cfs)

Duration of Peak Flow 
(up to 14,350 cfs)

April-July Inflow
Af cfs Days Days

DRY < 381,000 900 0 0

MOD DRY 381,000 to 516,000 2,600 to 8,070 0 0

AVG DRY 516,001 to 709,000 8,070 10 0

AVG WET 709,001 to 831,000 8,070 to 14,350 20 2

MOD WET 831,001 to 1,123,000 14,350 40 10

WET >1,123,000 14,350 60 15

Spring Peak & Duration Targets
Based on Hydrologic Year Type



5407 cfs
Jan 15 Forecast

660 KAF

Shoulder Flows
May 1 – July 25

570 cfs
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Baseflow Targets
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End of Month

January Forecast = 660,000 AF

Fill to 813 Kaf

Current = 554 Kaf
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http://www.usbr.gov/uc/wcao/index.html


