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CURRENT CONDITIONSCURRENT CONDITIONSCURRENT CONDITIONSCURRENT CONDITIONS



A Normal or Median Year (50%)
is often less than 
an Average year
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RESERVOIR AND RIVER STATUSRESERVOIR AND RIVER STATUSRESERVOIR AND RIVER STATUSRESERVOIR AND RIVER STATUS



December 2012 - April 2013
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RUNOFF FORECASTSRUNOFF FORECASTSRUNOFF FORECASTSRUNOFF FORECASTS



Aspinall Unit
Forecasted Unregulated Inflow
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Blue Mesa Reservoir
April - July Unregulated Inflow
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Forecasted April-July Runoff
As of April 1st

Gunnison River - near Grand Jct     640,000

Ridgway Reservoir Inflow     55,000

Site name and    
runoff volume

in acre-feet

North Fork Gunnison River - near Somerset     150,000

Paonia Reservoir Inflow (Mar-Jun)     40,000

Lake Fork Gunnison River - at Gateview     70,000

Tomichi Creek - at Gunnison  25,000

Blue Mesa Reservoir Inflow 315 000Blue Mesa Reservoir Inflow      315,000

Gunnison River - near Gunnison     170,000

East River - at Almont 90 000

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

East River - at Almont     90,000

Taylor Park Reservoir Inflow    55,000

Percent of 1981-2010 Average



24 MONTH STUDY24 MONTH STUDY24 MONTH STUDY24 MONTH STUDY



Unregulated Blue Mesa Inflow
Monthly Average
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Blue Mesa Elevation
End of Month
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Blue Mesa Content
End of Month ll
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Crystal Release
Monthly Average
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Black Canyon
Monthly Average
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PROJECTEDPROJECTED OPERATIONSOPERATIONSPROJECTED PROJECTED OPERATIONSOPERATIONS



Drought Recovery Provision in Effect
1 Avg Dry/Mod Dry/Dry year following a Dry year

973 cfs * 717 = 697 cfs

Apr 15 Forecast
340 KAF

1. Avg Dry/Mod Dry/Dry year following a Dry year
2. BM content < 550 Kaf on Dec 31 

973 cfs * .717 = 697 cfs
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Baseflow Targetsg

Drought Rulesg
 During Dry and Moderately Dry years, if Blue Mesa Reservoir content 
drops below 600,000 af, the Whitewater baseflow target is reduced from 
1050 cfs to 900 cfs until Blue Mesa Reservoir content exceeds 600,000 af
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Crystal Releases
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Black Canyon Flows
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3000
Gunnison R @ Whitewater Flows
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