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SNOW CONDITIONS
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Monthly Precipitation for November 2012

(Averaged by Hydrologic Unit)
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Monthly Precipitation for December 2012

(Averaged by Hydrologic Unit)
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Snow Conditions

Upper Colorado Region

Wednesday, lanuary 23, 2013
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Gunnison River Basin Time Series Snowpack Summary

Basedon Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 22, 2013 c N % CS
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Gunnison River Basin High/Low Monthly Snowpack Summary

Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of Jan 23, 2013 : N R CS

Matural Resources
Conservation Service
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I
Colorado Basin River Forecast Center

0 BlueMesa Group 163
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Upper Gunnison Basin SWE % of Average Daily

(Scaled to % of Avg Annual Peak) .
Basin Snowpack = 48%
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OPERATIONS
PAST AND PRESENT




September 2012 - January 2013
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Gunnison River Flows
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Jata Current as of:
j1/21/2813

Gunnison River Basin, CO
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FORECASTS AND
FUTURE OPERATIONS




||Based on 1937-2012
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Forecasted April-July Runoff

As of January 1st

Gunnison River - near Grand Jct 830,040

Ridgway Reservoir Inflow 63,000

North Fork Gunnison River - near Somerset

Paonia Reservoir Inflow (Mar-Jun) 65,000

Lake Fork Gunnison River - at Gateview

Tomichi Creek - at Gunnison 42,000

Blue Mesa Reservoir Inflow 390,000

Gunnison River - near Gunnison 215,000

East River - at Almont 115,000

Taylor Park Reservoir Inflow 62,000
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Black Canyon Peak Flow Determination
based on Blue Mesa May 1 forecast
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Peak Flow Target at Whitewater
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Baseflow Targets

*During March through Mo arin Moderately Dry and Dry type years, additional releaseswill be made asnecessary 1o provide flowsabave the 760 cfsan
diverted by the Redlands\Water and Power Company, forthe fish ladder and fish screen as shown.

Drought Rules

» During Dry and Moderately Dry years, if Blue Mesa Reservoir
content drops below 600,000 af, the Whitewater baseflow target is
reduced from 1050 cfs to 900 cfs until Blue Mesa Reservoir content

exceeds 600,000 af
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Unregulated Blue Mesa Inflow
Monthly Average
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Min Probable (291,000 af)

B Most Probable (390,000 af)
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Crystal Release
Monthly Average
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Black Canyon
Monthly Average
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WEATHER FORECASTS
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6-10_DAY DUTLOOK
PRECIPITATION PROBABILLTY
MADE 22 JAN 2013

VALID JAN 28 - FEB 01. 2013
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8-14 DAY DUTLOOK

PRECIPITATION PROBABILLYY DASHED

MADE 22 JAN 2013 (ancy S op 8

VALID JAN 30 - FEB 05, 2013 UNSHADE EAS('ARE NEAR-MEDIAN
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EC MEANS EQUAL :
CHAHCES FOR A. N. B
A MEANE RABOVE c
N MEANS HORMAL
E MEANS BRELOW
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U.S. Seasonal Drouglht Outlook
improvement  Drought Tendency During the Valid Period
. Valid for January 17 - April 30, 2013

some Released January 17, 2013

Improvemenl . v
g Ay //,.- G‘F 5

&
Imp_rovement

Some \\ e .r// \
Improvement ' E.
F:’ \ | ; /"' Imprmrement /,t
2 <J

f/."

Fersistence/_r_

i —
KEY: Development Development - Development

B Drought to persist or '
intensify No Drought .
Posted/Predicted @

] Drought ongoing, some ) L ) )
|mpr ovement Depicts large-scale trends based on subjectively derived probabilities guided

by short- and long-range statistical and dynamical forecasts. Shortterm events
- Drought likely to improve, — such as individual storms — cannot be accurately forecast more than a few days in advance.
im pacts ease Use caution for applications -- such as crops -- that can be affected by such events.
"Ongoing" drought areas are approximated from the Drought Monitor (D1 to D4 intensity).
Drought devel opment For wzekly drought updates, see the latest U.S. Drought Monitor. NOTE: the grzen improvement
Iikely areas imply at least a 1-category improvement in the Drought Monitor intensity levels,
but do not necessarily imply drought elimination.




http://www.usbr.gov/uc/wcao/index.html




