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OPERATIONSOPERATIONSOPERATIONSOPERATIONS
PAST AND PRESENTPAST AND PRESENT



September 2012 - January 2013
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FORECASTS ANDFORECASTS ANDFORECASTS ANDFORECASTS AND
FUTURE OPERATIONSFUTURE OPERATIONS



Blue Mesa Reservoir
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Forecasted April-July Runoff
As of January 1st

Gunnison River - near Grand Jct       830,000

Ridgway Reservoir Inflow     63,000

North Fork Gunnison River - near Somerset      192,000

Paonia Reservoir Inflow (Mar-Jun)     65,000

Lake Fork Gunnison River - at Gateview        75,000

Tomichi Creek - at Gunnison     42,000

Bl M R i I fl 390 000Blue Mesa Reservoir Inflow     390,000

Gunnison River - near Gunnison  215,000

East River at Almont 115 000
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East River - at Almont     115,000

Taylor Park Reservoir Inflow     62,000

Percent of 1981-2010 Average



Drought Recovery Provision in Effect
1 Avg Dry/Mod Dry/Dry year following a Dry year

1016 cfs * 756 = 768 cfs

Jan 15 Forecast
370 KAF

1. Avg Dry/Mod Dry/Dry year following a Dry year
2. BM content < 550 Kaf on Dec 31 

1016 cfs  .756 = 768 cfs
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Peak Flow Target at Whitewater
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Baseflow Targetsase o a ge s

Drought Rulesg
 During Dry and Moderately Dry years, if Blue Mesa Reservoir 
content drops below 600,000 af, the Whitewater baseflow target is 
reduced from 1050 cfs to 900 cfs until Blue Mesa Reservoir content 
exceeds 600 000 afexceeds 600,000 af



Unregulated Blue Mesa Inflow
Monthly Average
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Blue Mesa Elevation
End of Month

7500

7510

7520
End of Month

7480

7490

7500

n 
(ft

)

7460

7470

El
ev

at
io

n

7430

7440

7450

7420

7430

Oct Dec Feb Apr Jun Aug Oct

Max Probable (665,000 af) Most Probable (390,000 af) Min Probable (291,000 af)



Blue Mesa Content
End of Month
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Blue Mesa Reservoir End of Month Content
2012 - 2013
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Crystal Release
Monthly Average
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Black Canyon
Monthly Average
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WEATHER FORECASTSWEATHER FORECASTS

























http://www.usbr.gov/uc/wcao/index.html


