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SPRING RUNOFFSPRING RUNOFFSPRING RUNOFFSPRING RUNOFF



Aspinall Unit
Forecasted Unregulated Inflow
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Blue Mesa Reservoir
April - July Unregulated Inflow
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Taylor Park
Forecasted Inflow
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Actual April-July Runoff

Gunnison River - near Grand Jct     284,000

Ridgway Reservoir Inflow     46,000
Site name and    
runoff volume

in acre-feet
North Fork Gunnison River - near Somerset     86,000

Paonia Reservoir Inflow (Mar-Jun)     29,000

Lake Fork Gunnison River - at Gateview     61,000

Tomichi Creek - at Gunnison      8,100

Blue Mesa Reservoir Inflow 206 000Blue Mesa Reservoir Inflow   206,000

Gunnison River - near Gunnison     103,000

East River - at Almont 62 000

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

East River - at Almont     62,000

Taylor Park Reservoir Inflow     40,000

Percent of 1981-2010 Average



BLACK CANYON PEAKBLACK CANYON PEAK
AND LOWER GUNNISON RIVER TARGETSAND LOWER GUNNISON RIVER TARGETS



Actual 24 Hr Peak
845 cfs845 cfs

814 cfs May 1 Forecast
230 KAF
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Drought RulesDrought Rules
 During Dry and Moderately Dry years, if Blue Mesa Reservoir content 
drops below 600,000 af, the Whitewater baseflow target is reduced from 
1050 cfs to 900 cfs until Blue Mesa Reservoir content exceeds 600,000 af



SPRING/SUMMER CONDITIONSSPRING/SUMMER CONDITIONSSPRING/SUMMER CONDITIONSSPRING/SUMMER CONDITIONS









April - August

700000

800000

7000

8000

500000

600000

5000

6000

cr
e-

ft)

lo
w

 (c
fs

)

300000

400000

3000

4000

on
te

nt
 (a

er
ag

e 
D

ai
ly

 F
l

100000

200000

1000

2000

C

Av
e

0

100000

0

1000

4/1 4/16 5/1 5/16 5/31 6/15 6/30 7/15 7/30

BM Inflow Crystal Release Black Canyon Flow BM Content



2000

Gunnison River Flows
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Gunnison River Flows
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5000

Blue Mesa Inflows
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1400

Gunnison River ‐ Black Canyon
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3000

Gunnison River @ Whitewater
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24 MONTH STUDY24 MONTH STUDY24 MONTH STUDY24 MONTH STUDY



Blue Mesa Elevation
End of Month
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Blue Mesa Content
End of Month
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CRYSTAL RELEASE 
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Gunnison River Flows ‐ Black Canyon
Monthly Average
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BLUE MESA
End of Month Content
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WEATHER FORECASTSWEATHER FORECASTS



















http://www.usbr.gov/uc/wcao/water/rsvrs/mtgs/amcurrnt.html


