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Subj ect: Wayne N. Aspinall Unit Qperations
Dear Interested Party:

Encl osed is a summary of our August 21, 1996, neeting to coordinate

Recl amation’s operation of the Aspinall Unit. The next neeting will be in
Grand Junction on January 13 and 14. On January 13, the nmeeting will begin at
10:30 a. m, and presentati ons on resources associated with the Qunni son R ver
and Aspinall Unit will be nade. The actual operation neeting will be
conducted on January 14. Additional details will be sent out later this year.

H ghlights of the August neeting include:

-- Aprelimnary neeting was held with recreation interests to discuss
concerns with the 1996 spring operation. There were two nmain concerns with
the operation expressed: First, actual inflowto the Aspinall Unit was

under esti mat ed, which caused two “spring peaks,” the second of which was not
anticipated. Second, news rel eases predictions were for flows of around 1,000
cfs following the first peak; the sudden increase to 4,000+ cfs came w thout
tinely notification to river users. Significant safety problens resulted, as
wel | as economical losses to outfitters.

-- John Elliot with the U S. Geol ogical Survey reported on channel studies in
the Bl ack Canyon and Qunni son Gorge. (Cccasional flows of around 10,000 cfs
are inportant to nmaintaining the river channel. The frequency of this type
flow occurring has decreased since the construction of the Aspinall Unit from
every 2.5 years to every 10 years.

-- Problens with the spring 1996 operation resulted fromlarger than expected
inflows, heavy rains in the upper basin, and transforner problens at Crystal
Dam



-- A work group reported on “accounting” for allocating storage water

rel eases; additional coordination will be arranged between endangered fish
researchers, National Park Service water right investigators, and the
accounting work group.

If you have questions, please call nme at (970) 248-0654.

Si ncerely,

Ed \Warner
Wat er Resources Group Chief

Encl osure

cc: Chief, Curecanti Field Dvision, Attention: CCO-100, 1820 South R o
G ande Avenue, Montrose CO 81401

Regional Solicitors Ofice, Attention: Scott Lovel ess, 125 South State
Street, Room 6201, Salt Lake City UT 84138

Regi onal Director, Salt Lake Gty UT

Attention: UG 288, UG 297, UG 600, UG 320, UG 332
(ea w copy of encl)

bc: WCN- DMut z, - EVarner, -CStanton, -Msteves, -LWst, -SMcCall, JWi ght,
-RStorbo (ea w copy of encl)

WBR SMcCal | :rhb: 4/ 22/ 96: 970 248-0638: asapr.sm



Aspinall Unit Qperation Coordinati on Meeting
August 21, 1996

Recreation pre-nmeeting: Prior to the regular operations neeting, Reclanation
NPS, and BLM net with recreational users represented by Trout Unlimted and
Q@unni son River Expeditions to discuss the spring 1996 operation. There were
two prinmary concerns expressed: First, there were sudden increases in river
flows to 4,400 cfs+ follow ng Recl amati on’s announcenent that flows woul d
remain in the 1,000 cfs range; and second, that notification of river changes
needs to be inproved. Very real safety problens occur at higher flows if
users are expecting and are equi pped for noderate flows. Al though not a
problemthis year, it was also pointed out that river increases fromthe 500
cfs to 800-900 cfs range can strand angl ers who have waded across the river
In addition, there are trips cancel ed which can cause economni ¢ hardshi ps both
to outfitters and people who have planned trips fromout-of-state

Solutions to these problens are not easy, but fall into two areas. First,
inflow forecasting can be followed nore closely and possi bly data sources
increased. Secondly, public notification should stress that when Blue Mesa is
near filling in the spring, thereis little control on rel eases and sudden
river changes are nost likely to occur at these times. Also, Reclanation
normal |y puts out a news release in April predicting flow levels, and
signi fi cant changes can occur between then and June. |t was recomended that
an updat ed news rel ease be prepared around Menorial Day, and this news rel ease
stress the range of flows and the uncertainty that nay be encountered

It was al so agreed that notification on flow changes woul d be nade via
faxogramto agenci es and busi nesses that are key infornation sources for the
public, and that agencies can set up “phone trees” for contacting their
personnel and their publics. Reclamation will devel op a faxogram system by
the January operation neeting for informng key people of river changes and
operational plans. This will include agency people but also private parties
who are often the public’'s source of information on river conditions. R ver
fl ow phone nunbers (1-800-276-4828 and 1-800-277-7571) should continue to be
used al so.

Qper ati ons

The purpose of these neetings, held three tines per year, is to discuss and
plan the operations for the Aspinall Unit (Blue Mesa, Mrrow Point, and
Crystal Reservoirs). Participants in the neeting included representatives of
the Col orado River Water Conservation District, Colorado D vision of Wldlife
Col orado Water Conservation Board, Bureau of Land Managenent, Trout Unlimted
Upper Qunni son River Water Conservancy District, National Park Service, Fish
and Wildlife Service, US. Geol ogical Survey, Wstern Area Power

Adm ni stration, Qunnison R ver Expeditions, H gh Country Gtizens Aliance,
Sierra dub, and Reclamation. |Individual participants are on the attached
distribution list. |If you have any corrections for, or questions about, this
summary or need a copy of handouts, please call Steve McCall at

(970) 248-0638

At the beginning of the neeting, Chuck Pettee of the NPS reported that field



studies related to the quantification of the Federal Reserve Water Ri ght for
the Bl ack Canyon are nearly conplete, and information will begin to be

avail able. Next, John Elliot of the U S GCeological Survey gave an
interesting presentation on the role of river flows in channel nmintenance in
the Bl ack Canyon and Qunni son Gorge. Since the construction of the Aspinall
Unit, flows in the range of 10,000 cfs have decreased in frequency--fromevery
2.5 years to every 10 years. Average mnimumflow | evel s have increased
during this period as have winter flow levels. As a result, sone bank heights
have increased noticeably, and sedinent and rock that enter fromside
tributaries are noved out |less frequently. Qccasional flows in the 10,000 cfs
range seeminportant for naintaining channel conditions.

April - August-1996 Qperation: April forecasts called for reservoir inflows to
be 125 percent of normal; this estinate decreased to around 100 percent in
late May. As a result, releases were cut in late May to around 800 cfs
following a md-Miy peak of about 3,100 cfs through the Bl ack Canyon.
However, a conbi nation of higher actual inflow, heavy rains in the upper
basin; and transfornmer limtations at Crystal led to filling Blue Mesa and
requi red sudden increases to flows of over 4,000 cfs begi nning June 18.

Proposed August-January Qperation: Flow projections for the Bl ack Canyon and
Q@unni son Gorge were presented: 700-800 cfs for August through Cctober, and
1, 100- 1, 200 cfs for Novenber and Decenber. Flows will be reduced to 600 cfs
Sept enber 23 through 26 for trout studies.

Because of the dry weather patterns this sunmer, there is a possibility that
flows downstream fromthe Redl ands D version Damcould drop to bel ow 300 cfs
during the trout studies. The Fish and Wldlife Service said that a drop to
200 cfs for a short period would be acceptable, but they woul d nonitor the
area for problens. Reclamation will also look into possibly diverting extra
wat er through the Qunni son Tunnel, neking rel eases from R dgway Reservoir, and
coordinating with Redl ands Water and Power nmi ntenance periods to keep flows
above 300 (following the neeting it was determ ned that the Redl ands’

nmai nt enance woul d occur in Cctober so this option will not work out).

Speci al Fl ow Requests:

Previ ously, DONrequested 600 cfs from Septenber 23 to 26 for their annual
fish census. The FW5 reported that planned operations would provide flows
needed for their study activities on endangered fish.

No ot her special flows were requested.

Agency/ Organi zation Activities and Comments

Nati onal Park Service - John Chapnan introduced Sheridan Steele who will
assune duties as Superintendent at CQurecanti and Bl ack Canyon this fall. John
is going to Rocky Mountain National Park. Wl cone to Sheridan and thanks to
John for his work over the years. The NPS also reported that the draft
General Managenent Plan and Environnental Assessnent for Curecanti/Bl ack
Canyon has been rel eased and the comment period ends Cctober 31. The di nosaur
bone recovery was hanpered by high waters in Blue Mesa in June but work



pr ogr essed.

Col orado Division of Wldlife - Sherman Hebein reported that there is a strong
1996 year class of rainbow trout in the Gorge; however, the fish are heavily
infested with whirling disease and survival may be low. The Division is

consi dering stocking 3-5" Colorado River strain rainbows in the Qunnison Gorge
in the fall of 1997 to conpensate for whirling disease | osses. The D vision
woul d appreciate any comments on this plan. Brown trout are continuing to

mai ntai n excel | ent nunbers through natural reproduction. The kokanee spawni ng
operation at Roaring Judy Hatchery is scheduled for Cctober and early
Novenber--fish will be given away there the last three Fridays in Cctober and
the first Friday in Novenber.

Western Area Power Administration - Jeff Ackerman reported that Morrow Poi nt
and Bl ue Mesa peaking operations are nore and nore inportant to the western
states as restrictions are placed on @ en Canyon and Fl am ng Gorge peaking
operations. He al so suggested inproving comuni cati on between agenci es doi ng
research downstreamfromthe dans in the event that notification is needed on
sudden fl ow changes.

Concerning the annual fall fishery research flows, these would interfere |ess
wi th hydropower production if they occur later in the year (after Cctober 1)
and occur on weekends. Sherman Hebein will check into this for the 1997 work.

Fish and Wldlife Service - The 5 years of field work on endangered fish in
the ower Qunnison River is nearly conplete. A “synthesis report” on these
many i ndividual studies will be conpleted in February 1998. A report on flow
needs downstream fromthe Redl ands Di version Damon the |ower Qunnison R ver
is being reviewed. Prelimnary recommendations are for a 300 cfs m ni num
The Service reported that over 7,000 fish have used the new Redl ands fish

| adder over the last 9 weeks, alnost all have been native fish. Endangered
native fish have not been observed in the |ladder, but it did not begin
operations until after the main Col orado squawfi sh mgration period.

Bureau of Reclamation - The transforner at Crystal is now schedul ed for
replacenent in March and April of 1997. Transformer replacenent work at

Morrow Point beginning in md-Cctober will limt releases to bypasses (up to
1,400 cfs). Overall, flows should not be affected by these activities.
Stilling basin repairs will be made at R dgway Dam during the next two

winters. Mnimumflows of 75 or 100 cfs will be maintained.
H gh Country Ctizens Alliance - Coordination on operations should continue
and is hel pful. GConcern with sudden high flows this spring downstream from

Tayl or Park Dam were reported.

WAt er _Account i ng

Randy Seahol m of the CWB and Chuck Pettee of the National Park Service
reported that the water accounting group was working on spread sheets for



allocating reservoir releases. The group recomended not relying on the
existing formula for setting and accounting for rel eases; the formul a has been
a good learning tool, but nany problens have come up with it. The operation

t eam agr eed.

Matri x

Input on the flow matrix shoul d be provided to Reclamation or NPS.

Next Meeting - The next operation neeting will be on January 14 in G and
Junction. Reports on Qunnison River resource investigations will be given on

the previous day, January 13. Mre information will be nailed out on these
neetings later this year.



Distribution List

- August 22,1996 Aspi nall

Meet i ng

*An asterisk indicates person attended the neeting

| ndi vi dual s

Argonne Nati onal
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Envi ronment al Def ense Fund
Qunni son R ver Expeditions

Laboratory .

H gh Country Gtizens Aliance

Trout Unlinted . Co

West ern Col orado Congress .

Gty of Grand Junction

Col orado R ver Vater Oonservatl on D stri tM ke Gross
North Fork Water Conservancy D strict

Redl ands Water and Power Conpany .
Unconpahgre Val l ey Water Users Associ ation
Upper Col orado Ri ver Conmi ssion . o
Upper Qunni son River Water Conservancy D strict
Col orado Department of Agriculture

Col orado Division of Water Resources

Col orado Division of Widlife .

Col orado Water Conservation Board .
Womi ng State Engineers Ofice
Arny Corps of Engineers .

Bureau of Land Managemrent

Pet er Evans,

Fish and Wldlife Service .

*Chuck McAda, Keith Rose,
Ceorge Smth,

*Chuck Pettee,

*John Chapnan,

*Myron Chase,
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Nat i onal Weat her Service
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*Dave Kanzer,
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Bo Gates
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Fred Wt auf er
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Tom Al vey
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JimHokit, Mark Catlin
dint Stevens

*Tyl er Martineau

Sal |y Schuff
Ken Knox

R ck Anderson
Robert Caskey
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John Shi el ds
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Al an Belt
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*Denni s Mur phy
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Reed Harris
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*Sheridan Steel e
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*John Ar ki ns,
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Chris Brown
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