Aspinall Unit Operations Meeting
August 19, 1993

The subj ect neeting was held in Gand Junction, Colorado. An
attendance list is attached. The purpose of the meeting was to
revi ew updated inflow forecasts, and adjust Aspinall Unit operation
plans with input fromall for the August-Decenber 1993, peri od.

Brad Vi ckers revi ewed operations during the 1993, spring runoff. The
runoff was considered a ‘2 in 10" year event. Spills at Oystal
Reservoir resulted primarily fromside inflowto Mrrow Point and
Cystal, rather than fromplans to cause a high peak fl ow downstream
Peak flows in the Bl ack Canyon were approximately 5,200 cubic feet
per second (cfs) on May 22, 1993. Prelimnary data shows peaks
reached 19,000 and 21,000 cfs at Delta and Wiitewater, respectively.
Prelimnpnary 1993 data is encl osed.

Agenci es and organi zati ons commented on the spring operation

I The Bureau of Land Managerment was not present, but previously
reported a good spring with no najor problens.

I The Colorado Division of Wldlife (CDON, using United States
Ceol ogi cal Survey (USGS) gauge data, expressed concern with daily
fluctuati ons and that rai nbow and brown trout reproduction nay be
very poor as a result of the fluctuations. Gaphs of this
information are attached. There was a di scussion on whet her
fluctuations actually occurred to the extent shown on the graphs:

-Randy Seaholmwill assist Steve McCall in drafting a request
to the USGS for additional information on the gauge data.

-Jeff Ackerman volunteered to assist Brad Vickers in evaluating
USGS records agai nst power generation records for Oystal
power pl ant .

-Keith Kepler will provide data on the South Canal as it
relates to the effect that Qunni son Tunnel diversions have on
fl ows bel ow t he tunnel

-Brad Vickers will report on findings at, or prior to, the
January neeting.

I The CDONVand the National Park Service also reported that |arge
| osses of kokanee sal non from Bl ue Mesa Reservoir were observed
begi nning in June.

I The Col orado Water Conservation Board (CWB) reported it is
requesting $600,000 to repair flood damage in western Col orado under
t he Emergency Watershed Protection program (see attachnent). H gh



wat er concerns al ong the Qunni son R ver centered around bank erosion
protection of the sewer plant near Delta, and danger to bridges from
t he conbi nation of river stage and debris.

I The Fish and Wldlife Service (FW5) reported that radi o-tagged

Col orado squawfi sh are being nonitored in the Qunnison River this
summer, and larval fish are being collected to deternine if
successful squawfi sh reproduction has occurred. A summary of habitat
i nvestigations during the runoff is attached.

I The National Park Service reported a good spring at the Bl ack
Canyon of the @unnison Nati onal Mnunment, and requested as much
advance notification as possible of flow changes so data in the
canyon can be collected. At the Curecanti National Recreation Area,
Blue Mesa filled. There were water elevation problens at Mrrow
Point for several days that disrupted the boat tour operations.
Advance warni ng was requested in the future when reservoir levels
vary fromthe norm

I \Wstern Area Power Administration reported a good generation
year, and theCurecanti Field Ofice reported no problens.

I The State Engineers Ofice reported it was fortunate the runoff
occurred gradually, and overall it was a good spring.

Brad Vickers and Coll Stanton reviewed prelimnary contract water
delivery conputations (attached) and plans for the August-Decenber
operations. Flows through the Bl ack Canyon shoul d be around 1, 000
cfs for this period. Research flows of 600 cfs will be provided

Sept enber 27-30, Cctober 5-8, and Cctober 11-15. Errors noted in the
Comput ati on Handout were noted, and corrected copies of this handout
are attached. A problemwth the fornula's use for the high runoff
year was noted: the amount of water accounted for under the "Nationa
Park Service and Endangered Speci es" col um exceeds the anounts
allowed by the prelimnary contract.

Suggestions for inproving the accounting under the prelimnary
contract were discussed. |In general, Reclanation needs to conpile
information on problens and potential adjustments that could be nade
to the fornula for further discussion by concerned agenci es.

Concl usi ons

-Reclamation will exam ne avail able records, and contact the USGS to
better quantify daily fluctuations during the 1993, runoff period.
-In general, Qunnison R ver flows through the Bl ack Canyon will be
around 1, 000 cfs between August and Decenber, 1993. Research flows
of 600 cfs will be provided during three periods in Septenber and
Cct ober .

Attachnents:
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Agenda

At t endance Li st

Prelimnary Water Year Data (Daily Fl ows)

G aphs of Planned vs. Actual Qperations

CDOW's Stage D scharge G aphs

ONCB Ener gency Wt ershed Protection Fund Request

FWs Summary of Physical -Habitat Activities

Recl amati on' s G aphs/ Tabl es from Col orado R ver (perati on Pl an
Conput ati on of Delivery to the NPS



