
What is the “24 Month Study”? 



24 Month Study



Operation Plans
• Fontenelle
• Flaming Gorge
• Taylor Park
• Blue Mesa
• Morrow Point
• Crystal

• Vallecito
• Navajo
• Lake Powell
• Lake Mead
• Davis
• Parker



24 Month Study
Observed and Forecast Inflow



Operation Plans
Crystal Reservoir



Operation Plan Development

• Upper reservoir operations are developed 
independently of what happens at Lake 
Powell or in the lower basin

• Upper basin operations do have an impact 
on Lake Powell and Lake Mead operations

• The December 2007 ROD – controls how 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead operations 
are set.











January Forecast
• 24-month study runs:
• WRG views January as 

beginning of spring operational 
decision making

• Three months of forecast 
volumes

• First April-July forecast volume
• Three Model Runs

– Min
– Most
– Max

• Pearl script imports 
interpolated values for A-J and 
remainder of year



February-March Forecast
• Use Reservoir Forecast 

product
• Move ahead one month in 

forecasted value
• Pearl script imports 

interpolated values for A-J and 
remainder of year

• Decision-making
– Flaming Gorge Technical 

Working Group Proposed 
Spring Operations



April Forecast
• Three 24-month study runs:

– Min
– Max
– Most

• Decision-making documents
– Glen Canyon tier evaluation according to Interim 

Guidelines
– Spring Operational Working Group Meetings

• Aspinall
• Navajo
• Flaming Gorge
• Fontenelle



May-July Forecasts

• Use Reservoir Forecast product
• Move ahead one month in forecasted 

value
• Pearl script imports interpolated values for 

A-J and remainder of year
• Operation decisions become clearer as 

forecast accuracy increases and observed 
water values become available



August Forecast
• Use RFC water year volume forecast for three 24-month 

study runs:
– Min
– Max
– Most

• Decision-making documents
– Annual Operating Plan

• Projected January 1 elevation of Powell & Mead
• Projected September 30 elevation of Powell & Mead

– Fall Operational Working Group Meetings
• Aspinall
• Navajo
• Flaming Gorge
• Fontenelle



September-December 
Forecasts

• Use Reservoir Forecast product for three 
forecasted months

• Continue to use August volume 
percentage for the remainder of the year

• Base flow operation period or schedule set 
in AOP

• Wait for January forecasting tools and 
April-July unregulated inflow forecast



24 Month Study

• Other Information
– Power Releases
– Flood Control







Questions - Answers

• December 2007 ROD:
http://www.usbr.gov/lc/region/programs/strategies/RecordofDecision.pdf

• 24-Month Studies: 
http://www.usbr.gov/uc/water/crsp/studies/index.html


