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To: Area Manager, Western Colorado Area Office, Bureau of Reclamation, Grand
Junction, Colorado :

From: Acting Western Colorado Supervi{ofbﬁ and Wildlife Service, Ecological

Services, Grand Junction, Colorado .,»%/ #
Wﬂ_g\,

Subject: Response to Request for Formal Covs/ultation for Operations of the Wayne N.
Aspinall Unit; Operations and Depletions of Existing Reclamation Projects; and
Operations and Depletions of Non-Federal Water Development; Gunnison River
Basin, Colorado ‘

This responds to your January 15, 2009, request for formal consultation under section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. Your programmatic biological assessment
addresses modification of the operation of the Aspinall Unit; continuation of all Reclamation
projects in the Gunnison River basin; continuation of all existing water depletions in the
Gunnison River basin; and 3,500 acre-feet of new depletions. You also requested reinitiation of
consultation for the Dallas Creek and Dolores projects.

We have reviewed your programmatic biological assessment and concur that the proposed action
may adversely affect the endangered Colorado pikeminnow (Ptychocheilus lucius), razorback
sucker (Xyrauchen texanus), humpback chub (Gila cypha), bonytail (Gila elegans) and their
designated critical habitat. We found the biological assessment adequate for the preparation of a
programmatic biological opinion (PBO). If further information is needed during the consultation
period we will contact your staff.

The 90-day consultation period for the proposed action was initiated on January 20, 2009, the
date your request was received in our office. This consultation will be processed as soon as
possible within the 90-day time frame. Once the consultation period is completed, the Service
has up to 45 days to render a biological opinion. Because this consultation will result in a PBO
involving many interested parties, we plan to-provide a draft PBO for review and comment.

~ Therefore, a final PBO may not be available within these timeframes.



"In addition to the four endangered fishes, the biological assessment addressed the following
federally listed threatened, endangered, and candidate species.

. Clay-loving wild buckwheat Eriogonum pelinophilum endangered
Uinta Basin hookléss cactus Sclerocactus glaucus threatened
.. Jones’ cycladenia. 5. Cycladenia humilis var. jonesii threatened
"Yellow—billéd;cdcl_(:b’o Coccyzus americanus candidate
" Mexicanspottedowl ... - Swix occidentalis lucida. .. . - - threatened " Tt
- Southwestern willow flycatcher Empidonax traillii extimus endangered
California condor Gymnogyps californianus endangered
Black-footed ferret Moustela nigripes endangered
Canada lynx Lynx Canadensis threatened
Gunnison’s prairie dog Cynomys gunnisoni candidate
.Uncompahgre fritillary butterfly - Boloria acrocnema endangered

Reclamation determined that the proposed action would not effect on any of the species listed
above, therefore, consultation and concurrence for these species is not necessary.

If there are any changes in the proposed action described in the biological assessment, please
notify us and submit a written description of any revisions. We will continue to coordinate
closely with your staff though out the consultation period. If you have any question please
contact me at (970) 243-2778, extension 26.
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