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Authorities

• Colorado River Compact of 1922
• Upper Colorado River Basin Compact of 1948

– Allocated water among the Upper Basin states
• Colorado River Storage Project Act of 1956 

(CRSP Act)
– Enacted to facilitate development of the water and 

power resources of the Upper Basin
• 1992 Biological Opinion
• 2006 Record of Decision on FG Operations
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Flaming Gorge Decision Process
Operations under the Record of Decision (2006 ROD)

Four Step Process for Decision Making

1. Recovery Program Request for Research Flows
http://www.coloradoriverrecovery.org/
ESA Section 7 Compliance and allows the States of 
Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming to continue utilizing their 
authorized apportionment under the 1922 Compact

2. Flaming Gorge Technical Working Group
Informal Section 7 Compliance

3. Flaming Gorge Working Group
Public Input and Comments

4. Reclamation makes the final decision of how to operate.

http://www.coloradoriverrecovery.org/


Flaming Gorge Process
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Geographic 
Scope

• Reach 1 (Blue)
– Flaming Gorge 

Dam to Yampa 
River Confluence

• Reach 2 (Pink)
– Yampa River 

Confluence to 
White River 
confluence

• Reach 3 (Green)
– White River 

confluence to 
confluence of 
Green and 
Colorado Rivers



Percentage Exceedances
and Hydrologic Classifications

Hydrologic
Classification Percentage Exceedance Range

Wet <10 

Moderately Wet 30 to 10.1 

Average 70 to 30.1 

Moderately Dry 90 to 70.1 

Dry >90 
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Current Conditions: CRSP System Storage

Storage Conditions (% Full)
• Fontenelle – 78%
• Flaming Gorge – 87%
• Blue Mesa – 88%
• Navajo – 79%
• Glen Canyon – 54%

Observed April-July Inflow (%Avg) 
• Fontenelle – 90% 
• Flaming Gorge – 107%
• Blue Mesa – 89%
• Navajo – 76%
• Glen Canyon – 92%





June Midmonth
(1,170 KAF, 40% Exceedance)
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Flaming Gorge Working Group
June Final

(1,650 KAF, 21% Exceedance)



Flaming Gorge LTSP Estimates

Green River Reach 
1 Flows Without 
Flaming Gorge

Green River Reach 
2 Flows (Jensen) 
Without Flaming 

Gorge
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Larval Trigger Study Plan



1,850 cfs
2,150 cfs

1,700 cfs





Flaming Gorge Working Group

• Questions?

• Heather Patno 
• hpatno@usbr.gov
• (801) 524-3883

mailto:hpatno@usbr.gov
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*Probable 



28

Water Year 2016 projections
Most:  9.0 maf release
Max:  9.0 maf release 
Min:  9.0 maf release 

Current conditions (as of 4/13)
Elevation: 3,591.2 feet
Content: 10.9 maf, 45% Full


	Slide Number 1
	Presentation Outline
	Presentation Outline
	Authorities
	Presentation Outline
	Flaming Gorge Decision Process
	Flaming Gorge Process
	Presentation Outline
	Geographic Scope
	Percentage Exceedances�and Hydrologic Classifications
	Slide Number 12
	Presentation Outline
	Current Conditions: CRSP System Storage
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Flaming Gorge Working Group
	Flaming Gorge Working Group
	Flaming Gorge LTSP Estimates
	Flaming Gorge LTSP Estimates
	Flaming Gorge LTSP Estimates
	Flaming Gorge LTSP Estimates
	Larval Trigger Study Plan
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Flaming Gorge Working Group�
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28

