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• 2006 Record of Decision Operating 
Criteria 

• 2015 Adaptive Management Operating 
Criteria

• Spring and Summer Operations
• Current and Projected Hydrology and 

Operations



2006 Record of Decision 
Geographic Scope

• Reach 1
– Flaming Gorge Dam to 

Yampa River Confluence

• Reach 2 
– Green River Confluence 

with Duchesne and 
White Rivers

• Reach 3 
– Green River Confluence 

with Colorado River

Reach 1

Reach 2

Reach 3



ROD Process



Larval Trigger Study Plan

• Time Reach 1 flows 
with the initial 
appearance of larval 
suckers

• Design Matrix
– Three years of flows < 

18,600 cfs
– Three years of flows > 

18,600 cfs
– Connecting flows of at least 

seven days duration



Research Requests

• LTSP
• Research results to 

date – Wildly 
Successful!

• Spillway



Research Requests

• Support spring 
research

• Bestgen draft 
backwater synthesis 
report

• Reach 2 request
• Reach 3 request
• Clarification email
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Spring and Summer Operations



Flaming Gorge 2015 SWE



Yampa 2015 SWE
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FG May and Observed Classifications

May Forecast: 570 KAF = 58% Average

Observed Volume: 1,036 KAF = 106% Average
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FG May and Observed Historic Ranking



Yampa May and Observed Classifications

May Forecast:  614 KAF = 48% Average

Observed Volume: 1,044 KAF = 82% Average
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Yampa May and Observed Historic Ranking



Flaming Gorge Spring Operations

Obs PP = 3 Days
Obs Bypss = 9 Days
Obs Total = 278 kaf
Mod PP = 11 Days

Mod Bypass = 6 Days
Obs Total = 293 kaf

ROD Peak – 16,850 cfs
LTSP Peak – 14,900 cfs

ROD Days ≥ 8,300 cfs = 40
LTSP Days ≥ 8,300 cfs = 30
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Current and Projected Hydrology 
and Operations



Current Conditions

Live Capacity 3.752 MAF
Capacity on 8/25/15 3.514 MAF
Available Space .238 MAF
Percentage of Full 94 %

Reservoir Elev. (Min Power) 5908.00 feet
Elevation on 8/25/15 6034.21 feet
Elevation above (Min) 126.21 feet

Average Inflow 1,430 cfs
Average Release 1,700 cfs 



CRSP System 
Storage 2015

Observed April-July Inflow Percent 
of Average Volume
• Fontenelle – 106%
• Flaming Gorge – 106%
• Blue Mesa – 105%
• Navajo – 84%
• Glen Canyon – 94%



Base Flow Flexibility

• Beginning about June-August and continuing 
through November
– Variation of ±40% around the annual mean base flow

• December through February
– Variation of ±25% around the annual mean base flow

• Consecutive daily change limited to 3%
• Hydropower generation at Flaming Gorge limited 

to produce no more than 0.1 meter daily stage 
change at Jensen, Utah



Flow Recommendation Flexibility



Base Flow Ranges



Base Flow Ranges



Release Scenarios

Winter Release 
2,200 cfs



Release Scenarios

USFWS 
Request



Flaming Gorge Working Group
August 2015

• Questions?
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