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Flaming Gorge Decision Process
Operations under the Record of Decision (2006 ROD)

Four Step Process for Decision Making

1. Recovery Program Request for Research Flows
http://www.coloradoriverrecovery.org/
ESA Section 7 Compliance and allows the States of 
Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming to continue utilizing their 
authorized apportionment under the 1922 Compact

2. Flaming Gorge Technical Working Group
Informal Section 7 Compliance

3. Flaming Gorge Working Group
Public Input and Comments

4. Reclamation makes the final decision of how to operate.

http://www.coloradoriverrecovery.org/
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Geographic 
Scope

• Reach 1 (Blue)
– Flaming Gorge 

Dam to Yampa 
River Confluence

• Reach 2 (Pink)
– Yampa River 

Confluence to 
White River 
confluence

• Reach 3 (Green)
– White River 

confluence to 
confluence of 
Green and 
Colorado Rivers



Percentage Exceedances
and Hydrologic Classifications

Hydrologic
Classification Percentage Exceedance Range

Wet <10 

Moderately Wet 30 to 10.1 

Average 70 to 30.1 

Moderately Dry 90 to 70.1 

Dry >90 
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Flaming Gorge Working Group 
Meeting April 2016

Live Capacity 3.752 MAF
Capacity on 4/15/16 3.180 MAF
Available Space .572 MAF
Percentage of Full 85 %

Reservoir Elev. (Min Power) 5908.00 feet
Elevation on 4/15/16 6025.63 feet
Elevation above (Min) 117.63 feet

Average Inflow 1,780 cfs
Average Release 815 cfs 
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85%

68%

45%
86%

43%

1 percent of average based on period 1981-2010.

http://www.usbr.gov/uc/water/basin/tc_cr.html

Reservoir
A-J 

Forecast
(KAF)

Percent 
of 

Average1

Fontenelle 565 78%

Flaming Gorge 740 76%

Blue Mesa 515 76%

Navajo 515 70%

Powell 5,300 74%

Basin Storage
As of 

4/14/2016

Upper Basin Storage

April to July 2016 Forecasted Inflow
Issued April 18, 2016



Snow Water 
Equivalent (SWE)
Current Conditions



Flaming Gorge SWE



Yampa River SWE



Larval Trigger Study Plan





740 KAF = 76% Average
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Flaming Gorge Working Group

1,130 KAF = 91% Average





Flaming Gorge LTSP Estimates

Preliminary Subject to Change



Flaming Gorge Working Group

Preliminary Subject to Change



Flaming Gorge Working Group
April 2016

• Questions?

• Heather Patno 
• hpatno@usbr.gov
• (801) 524-3883

mailto:hpatno@usbr.gov
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*Probable 
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Water Year 2016 projections
Most:  9.0 maf release
Max:  9.0 maf release 
Min:  9.0 maf release 

Current conditions (as of 4/13)
Elevation: 3,591.2 feet
Content: 10.9 maf, 45% Full
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