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Ten gages, none above 9,425 feet. 

Snow 
Accumulation 
In May 



Monthly: Above Average Precipitation (April, May, and June) During The Runoff Season. 

Seasonal: April 1st Dry 



GRNU1 = GBRW4 + BIGW4 + LTAW4 + HFMW4 
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Flaming Gorge 50% Values  -2010 





Avg Max 

Avg Min 

Highest gage at 9,400 ft. 

Three Melt Periods. 
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10,100 ft (Blacks Fork & EF Smiths Fork Drainage) 

Snow 
Accumulation 

In May 
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River gage/rain gage site along Henrys Fork before the flood 
waters swallowed up the site.  

Jim Fahey  
Wyoming NOAA hydrologist  

Riverton, Wy  
857-3898 ext 493  



River gage/rain gage site along the Henrys Fork after flood  
waters swallowed up the site--Gone!!! 

Jim Fahey  
Wyoming NOAA hydrologist  

Riverton, Wy  
857-3898 ext 493  



Bad Data 



Flaming Gorge Daily Forecasts Verification 



Baggs 

Manila 

Deerlodge Park 
(Peak Flow) 



Looking upstream along left bank --Little Snake River at Baggs (WYDOT 
Hwy Bridge) – out of bank flow occurred on 05/20/2010. 

Jim Fahey  
Wyoming NOAA hydrologist  

Riverton, Wy  
857-3898 ext 493  



Gage upstream of Baggs. 



May  Near Average Flow and June Above Average Flow . 
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Elevation: 10,500 feet 



05/07/2010 (14000/11100/8900) 



05/07/2010 50 % 

90 % 

10 % 



On 05/25/2010 had already had one peak and was forecasting a second. 





2010 Water Supply Forecast Summary 
 • It was a much below average SWE year (seasonal peak 62% of average) 

• With cooler temperatures from end of April thru mid-May 
• And above average precipitation (April, May, and June) during the runoff 

period. And local precipitation near average in July 
• Henrys Fork Gage destroyed in early June 
• Measured snow gone by June 25th  below 10,000 feet 
• Forecasts began on January 1st at 9% above observed (observed within 

MAE of January forecast) 
• Forecasts fell to 36% below observed on April 1st (observed within MAE of 

April forecast) at that time seasonal conditions were dry 
• Forecasts then rose during runoff period as above average precipitation 

occurred during runoff period 
• 2010 April-July runoff volume (706 kaf) was 59% of average 
• 2010 April-July Flaming Gorge unregulated (100%) = Fontenelle  (70%) + 

Local (30%) -- includes Big Sandy & Blacks Fork & Henrys Fork 
• High daily runoff from Uintas, however, overall it was still a dry year.  

 
 

 
 



 
Bill Reed 

 
CBRFC Senior Hydrologist 

Phone: 801.524.5130 
Email: bill.reed@noaa.gov 

www.cbrfc.noaa.gov 
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