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Area Manager Retires, Big Shoes to Fill 
 

 
 

It’s hard to believe that half a decade is a long run for an area manager. But the five years Mike 
Hamman spent leading the Albuquerque Area Office were longer than an Area Manager had 
been at the helm in Albuquerque in quite some time. Last month, Hamman accepted the Chief 
Executive Officer/Chief Engineer position with the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District and 
decided to take an early retirement from Reclamation. 
 
“I’m honored to have had the privilege of working with all of you in advancing the very important 
mission that Reclamation performs on behalf of its constituents,” Hamman told office staff at an 
all-employee meeting.  
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The Albuquerque Area Office works closely with the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District on 
a number of issues.  The Conservancy District is one of the stakeholders receiving water from 
the San Juan-Chama Project.  Reclamation also works closely with the Conservancy District in 
management of the Middle Rio Grande Project, which delivers agricultural water to 60,000 acres 
of Pueblo and private lands within the District.  Hamman promised to work to strengthen these 
partnerships to the benefit of both agencies in his new position. 
 
Deputy Area Manager Jennifer Faler, who has worked closely with Hamman, is scheduled to 
take the first detail as acting Area Manager. The Albuquerque Area Office employs a staff of 185 
in Albuquerque and six field divisions to manage 9 major dams on the Rio Grande, Pecos and 
Canadian rivers in New Mexico, southern Colorado and West Texas.  
 
Faler came to Albuquerque from Reclamation’s Trinity River Division Central Valley Project in 
California where she served as the Engineering and Construction Branch Chief and Acting 
Executive Director for the Trinity River Restoration Program.  She has over 20 years of 
experience working on water resource and environmental issues in California and New Mexico. 
 
“Mike’s innovation and leadership will be missed,” Faler said. “We are confident in our staff and 
the direction of the office as we move forward with the difficult task of managing a limited water 
supply and our aging infrastructure.” 
 
A retirement luncheon in Mike’s honor was held on January 6 at the Albuquerque Area Office.  
Although we are really going to miss Mike’s extensive knowledge of every aspect of New 
Mexico water, calm demeanor, collaborative style and constant smile and humor, we are certain 
he will be a great partner.  
 
Photos below 
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Reflections on UC Regional Director Roland Robison 
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By Barry Wirth 
Retired Public Affairs Officer 
 
A life of public service defines the late Upper Colorado Regional Director, Roland Robison, who died 
December 12, 2014.  It was my great fortune to have worked for five UC Regional Directors, from Cliff 
Barrett through Larry Walkoviak.  All had defining skills and attributes that made them the right person 
for that specific time in Reclamation.  Roland brought a sense of calmness and pride to an agency that was 
facing extremely difficult changes in its mission, public identity, and organizational purpose.  He served 
as RD from 1989 to 1994, following Cliff Barrett and preceding Charley Calhoun.  
 
I can’t begin to count the number of times that Roland would pop into my office, drop into a chair, and 
begin a discussion with, “Bear, there isn’t a life better lived than one of service.  Now, you may be a little 
upset with (insert the issue of the day or person who was aggravating us), but keep your eye on what’s 
important to the people we serve.”  He had a real knack for calming all of us down so we could better 
cope with the issues, come up with solutions, and remember the public that was depending upon the 
Bureau of Reclamation.  
 
Roland was a boss without pretext.  Great memories included occasionally coming in early and seeing 
Roland with all the Hispanic housekeeping staff he could find all lined up and boisterously singing 
Christmas carols with him in Spanish.  He was proud of his Spanish speaking skills learned many decades 
earlier during a Mormon mission in South America.  The annual Halloween pancake breakfast cooked by 
the Front Office (in costume, of course) for the Regional Office and any other hungry people in the 
building was a hit.  It was ironic that an agency that generated electricity couldn’t put on the pancake feed 
without blowing the breakers in the Federal Building.  As result, we ran power cords many hundreds of 
feet around the 8th floor to get power off of different circuits and from different offices including the 
Forest Service and Senator Hatch.  
 
Travel with Roland was like taking a graduate course in history and geography.  He knew every back 
road, every nook and cranny of every state, and the stories of the pioneers who settled the lands.  One of 
the great trips I had with him was flying in the Bureau plane from Salt Lake City to Sacramento to pick up 
Commissioner Underwood, then fly to St. George, Utah, for a quick appearance at the Utah Water Users 
conference, then back to Salt Lake City.  I don’t know if Roland ever stopped for a breath in narrating the 
trip.  Another time, after a three-day weekend, I asked him what he did with the extra day off.  He said he 
went for a drive on some back roads.  I naturally asked, “Where?”  He calmly said, “Canada.”  It seems he 
started to drive, and like Forest Gump, who ran across America, he just kept going until he ended up north 
of the border.  He told me that when he went through my home country in Montana, the winter wheat crop 
looked great.  
 
Roland was sent to the UC Region with orders to work on three big ticket items.  They included:  a push 
to conclude development of the Bonneville Unit of the Central Utah Project; develop the EIS on the 
operation of Glen Canyon Dam; and continue to move forward the Animas La Plata Project. 
Concerning the CUP, he worked on implementation of the CUP Completion Act and the design and 
construction of Jordanelle Dam.  That was a very trying time for Reclamation and its relationship with 
water users, the state, and the public.  
 
Roland presided over the scoping and development of the Glen Canyon EIS, again a very volatile  time as 
this was the public’s first real shot at the operation of what is arguably Reclamation’s most controversial 
dam.  The scoping period included very heated meetings in Salt Lake City, Denver, Phoenix, Flagstaff, 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Washington D.C.  The Flagstaff meeting exceeded the room’s capacity 
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and the Fire Marshal threated to arrest me if we didn’t get people out of the room.  Roland was 
unflappable, we got through the meeting, and he pledged to return for a second session in a couple 
weeks.  Roland said we would rent the football stadium if necessary to accommodate folks.  We had 
people present their statements in poetry, sing their testimony while strumming a guitar, and one fellow 
brought a snake in a burlap bag and said it was one of the creatures our dam had displaced.  It looked like 
a bull snake, but at first frightened glance, it seemed a lot like a rattle snake.  We also received nearly 
33,000 written comments.  
 
The ALP vexed Roland like it did those before and after him.  Upon his arrival, he directed a full 
supplement to the original EIS be developed.  As he retired, we were still struggling with ALP, ALP Lite, 
and Indian water rights settlements and Congressional acts.  
 
It is interesting to note that Roland was an attorney heavily involved in the original implementation of the 
National Environmental Policy Act and other 
landmark legislation such as the Clean Water Act and 
the Endangered Species Act.  We have largely lost 
managers from that benchmark period in which the 
government and the public sorted out just how to use 
these Acts and, equally, how to litigate based upon 
the Acts. 
 
Roland arrived on the heels of Reclamation’s 
reorganization in the 1986 – 1989 periods when most 
of the Commissioner’s Office (initially including the 
Commissioner) was to go to Denver with only a 
skeleton staff left in Washington.  At the same time, 
the UC Region saw much of its planning function go 
to Denver and the Lower Missouri Region merged 
with the Upper Missouri Region while the Southwest 
Region split, with the Albuquerque and El Paso 
offices coming to the UC Region.  Roland thought the 
idea of moving the Commissioner to Denver was a 
terrible one and, within weeks of his arrival as RD, 
made that point in an executive meeting. He then 
learned that many of his fellow executive committee 
members were behind the concept --- not a great way 
to start off, he later said.  
 
We could go for pages and pages on his career, the issues he worked on and the people he interacted 
with.  Roland served in the Utah state government as a deputy attorney general and as an executive 
assistant to Gov. Clyde; as an executive assistant to Congressman Burton; and within the Department of 
the Interior – both in Washington and Utah - including the Solicitor’s Office, the BLM and 
Reclamation.  I was privileged to first work with him while I was with the Forest Service and he was the 
Utah State Office BLM director.  We worked on an ill-fated project in which the agencies attempted to 
trade lands to create better, more natural management areas.  I remember thinking, “this is a guy I would 
like to work for some day.” 
 
Coming back full circle to the start of this remembrance, I think all of us who worked with Roland (he 
stressed we all worked together as a team) were impressed that he chose to get to know us individually.  I 
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will never forget being in his den at his home and seeing the numerous photos of him with presidents, 
governors, and other important people.  He even pointed to a photo of President Eisenhower’s funeral in 
1969 and an individual seated with the family at the Washington National Cathedral which, of course, was 
him.  Yet in spite of all the famous people, he made more than ample time for all of us, his friends 
and fellow “public servants.” 
 
 

##### 
Estevan López Confirmed as Bureau of Reclamation Commissioner  

 

 
 

The U.S. Senate late Tuesday confirmed Estevan López, a former director of the New Mexico Interstate 
Stream Commission, as the next commissioner of the federal Bureau of Reclamation. 
 
López has served as principal deputy commissioner of the federal water agency since October, with all of 
the responsibilities of commissioner. López will now carry the title and formally take the helm of the 
5,500-employee agency.  The Bureau of Reclamation is the nation’s primary water management agency, 
the largest water wholesaler in the U.S. and the second-largest producer of hydroelectric power in the 
western United States, after the Army Corps of Engineers. 
 
“I am deeply honored to be a part of the proud tradition of Reclamation and all of its accomplishments as 
we move into the future of the West,” López said. “I am grateful to President Obama and Secretary Jewell 
for asking me to join this administration, and I am very proud to lead this professional, knowledgeable 
and extraordinary team.” 
 
Both of New Mexico’s U.S. senators supported López’s confirmation. 
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“Water is a defining issue in New Mexico and across the western United States today, and the Bureau of 
Reclamation plays a critical role in meeting the water demands of the West, given competing needs and 
limited water resources,” said Sen. Tom Udall, D-N.M. “As a veteran water manager with more than two 
decades of experience handling water issues in both the public and private sectors at the local and state 
level, Estevan López has a solid grasp of policy and a sharp intellect that will enable him to successfully 
step into the vital role of Commissioner at the Bureau of Reclamation. Estevan has worked under both 
Republican and Democratic administrations in New Mexico, and demonstrated his great ability to work 
with diverse groups to find solutions to complex issues. He has a deep-rooted desire to solve water 
problems, and I look forward to working with him to address the immense challenges facing New Mexico 
and the West.” 
 
“The Bureau of Reclamation is at the center of managing a variety of interests to address our nation’s 
water needs. With important water projects across the West that affect our communities, tribes, local 
farmers, and wildlife habitat, we need a skilled commissioner at the helm,” said Sen. Martin Heinrich, D-
N.M. “Estevan López’s experience as a water manager in New Mexico gives him the keen understanding 
needed to tackle our most pressing water issues, such as severe drought, devastating floods, and the need 
for smart water management into the future. I look forward to working with Mr. López to support New 
Mexico’s critical water projects.” 
 
López, a New Mexico native and graduate of New Mexico Tech in Socorro, was appointed director of 
New Mexico’s Interstate Stream Commission by then-Gov. Bill Richardson in January 2003. He served 
as Santa Fe county manager from 2001 to 2002. 
 
Udall’s office pointed out that López’s confirmation this week, as well as that of 87 other Obama 
appointees, was helped by the senator’s push in this Congress to change Senate rules so nominations 
cannot be filibustered. The Senate since Saturday has confirmed a surgeon general, Vivek Murthy, and 
Sarah Saldana, who will be the first Latina to lead Immigration and Customs Enforcement. I’m told Udall 
will push Republicans to continue the rules changes when the new Senate convenes in January — even 
though Democrats will be in the minority: 
 
López’s appointment adds to the ranks of New Mexicans appointed by Obama to high-level positions at 
the Department of the Interior. Earlier this year, the U.S. Senate confirmed Michael Connor, a Las Cruces 
native, as deputy secretary of the Interior Department. Kevin Washburn, a former UNM Law School 
dean, is assistant secretary of Indian Affairs, and Hilary Tompkins, a Navajo and former chief counsel for 
then-Gov. Richardson, is the Interior Department’s chief solicitor. 

 
##### 
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New Deputy Regional Director Announced 
 
David Palumbo, Acting Regional Director, announced on December 15, 2015, the new Deputy Regional 
Director to all Upper Colorado Regional employees.  
 

“I am pleased to announce the selection of Daniel Picard as the new Deputy Regional Director of the 
Upper Colorado Region. 

 
He will be joining the UC Team mid-February 2015 and will bring a wealth of experience in management 
of complex natural resource issues from multiple Department of the Interior agencies. Daniel is coming to 
UC from the Bureau of Land Management and is currently working in the Spokane Valley. He is a proven 
leader with a legal background that I am confident will be beneficial to the Region as the UC Team meets 

the challenges and opportunities that are ahead. 
 

Please join with me in welcoming Daniel to the Region.” 
 

##### 
 

Superior Service Award 
 

 
 

Shellie Nall has been recognized and awarded for her exemplary service and superior performance in the 
Upper Colorado Region.  As the region’s Property Officer, Shellie Nall demonstrates exceptional skills 
and foresight in managing the many functions of this office. She has facilitated many initiatives over the 
years, such as “Freeze the Footprint”, by addressing multiple unique situation, including supporting and 
revising regulation, policies, specific to area office situation. Recently, the Regional Office completed a 
Space Consolidation Project that reduced the Regional Office’s footprint by 7,567 rentable square feet.  
The project helped the office to come into compliance with multiple directives; energy efficiency guiding 
principles, increase our energy efficiency, and reduce our footprint. Over the long term, the project 
allowed the Regional Office to reduce its operating costs. While serving as the Deputy Project Manager, 
she coordinated various activities, including, working with multiple General Services Administration 
Offices on the design and construction of the project, dealing with contractors on a daily basis, briefing 
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management, and collaborating with employees. This was a huge effort over several years and without her 
expertise and communication skills, the project would not have been successful.   
 
Shellie has exceptional skills and foresight in managing the many function of the Upper Colorado 
Property Management Office along with many other tasks, including, serving as the Government 
Performance and Results Act Coordinator, Implementation of Asset Management (Buildings and 
Structures Database), and Federal Real Property Profile Reporting. She has led each team/program with a 
positive attitude, supporting her staff, and always does what it takes to assure a successful 
implementation.  

 
##### 

 
Thoughts from Brent Rhees – A Look Ahead 

 
When one year ends and the New Year begins, we often look 
forward with anticipation, wondering what the year might 
hold.  We make resolutions, set goals, and consider all that 
we would like to accomplish in the coming year.  The 
beginning of a new year also means that an old year has 
come to an end and it gives us the opportunity to reflect.  We 
can assess how the past year went and look back on what we 
accomplished.  I hope that each of you will take a moment to 
consider all of the good things that we've done this past year.  
Often, I find myself going from one thing to the next and 
don’t take time to reflect and consider how far we have come 
or what good we have accomplished.  Thanks for all you do.  
 
As I look forward to 2015 let me share some of the issues, 

projects, and concerns I think we will be spending time with this coming year.  We have considerable 
environmental compliance efforts we are working on right now.  We have several ongoing Environmental 
Impact Statements (EIS) in preparation including: Rio Grande Operating Agreement, Paradox Valley Unit 
of the Salinity Control Program, Glen Canyon – Long-Term Experimental and Management Plan, and the 
Pojoaque Basin Regional Water System.  Each of these will take considerable resources and effort to keep 
on schedule and complete.  We have assembled great teams that are working toward that end on each of 
these EIS documents.   
 
We have ongoing successful activities with our Recovery Implementation Programs on the Colorado, San 
Juan River, and Provo Rivers.  Additionally, we have a strong interest in the Middle Rio Grande 
Collaborative Program transitioning into a recovery implementation program and are actively preparing a 
new Biological Assessment with the expectation we will receive a favorable Biological Opinion from the 
Fish and Wildlife Service.  
 
We have several dam safety concerns across the region that are of interest.  They include ongoing studies 
at:  East Canyon Dam, Steinaker Dam, and Hyrum Dam in the northern part of the region and El Vado 
Dam in the south.   
 
We can anticipate additional requests for changes in our traditional uses and operation practices to be 
amended, modified, and revisited as the drought across the region persists in all of our areas of 
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responsibility.  We can expect and plan on working with our partners in the Upper Colorado River Basin 
in the development of contingency plans should the drought continue in order to extend the project 
benefits into the future. 
 
We know that our facilities are one year older and that as they continue to age our maintenance 
requirements increase.  We have ongoing rehabilitation work at Glen Canyon Dam that not only extends 
the life of the project, but improves the efficiency of the facility.  
 
Most of you know of the Indian Water Rights Settlements that are being implemented in the region with 
the Navajo-Gallup Water Supply Project being the largest and construction is ongoing through the Four 
Corners Construction Office.  In addition to this project there are settlements for Aamodt, Taos, and 
Animas La-Plata that are in various stages of being funded or completed.     
 
You all are aware of the Regional Leadership changes that are ongoing across the region.  The Regional 
Director, Larry Walkoviak, and the Deputy Regional Director, Ann Gold, retired last year and their 
positions are being filled.  Daniel Picard has been selected as the new Deputy Regional Director and will 
begin work in the Region on February 22, 2015.  I am looking forward to his arrival and hope you all 
have an opportunity to meet him.  The Regional Director position will be filled early this year.  In 
addition, Mike Hamman, Albuquerque Area Office Manager, retired and the vacancy to fill behind Mike 
is being prepared. 
 
We are eager to continue our business process improvement practices for procurement project 
management including what we can do to improve our processes from inception to acquisition or cradle to 
grave.  
 
I mention this next topic at the end of this note but could have easily mentioned it at the very beginning 
and that is our continued effort regarding safety.  To be open, we need to become better in all aspects of 
our safety program.  Safety of our employees is and should be the highest priority for ourselves and our 
peers.  There is a little saying that might be applicable here:  “Good, Better, Best, Never Let It Rest, Until 
Your Good is Better, and Your Better is Best” – Tim Duncan.   As the safety action teams complete their 
reports and brief the Reclamation Leadership Team, we can anticipate additional direction in our safety 
program. 
 
I know that my list is not comprehensive and there are many issues and concerns that will come to us in 
2015.  I know you have your individual concerns about your work, and things that you’re looking forward 
to accomplishing independent of what I think are important.  I know that we have a great team in Upper 
Colorado and working together we can accomplish great things this coming year as we continue to serve.  
I appreciate your dedication and hard work.  Let’s have a great year. 

 
##### 
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Chili Cook-off Winner 
 

 
 

The Upper Colorado Regional Office held a chili cook-off holiday party on December 18, 2015.  Many 
employees brought in their best pot of homemade chili in competition for the #1 title.  There were 13 total 
and out of the 13, the WINNER was.......Drum roll please...............MELISSA BISHOP!!!!! 
 
Melissa is now a reigning champion for 3 years running. Once again she claimed her title as the BEST 
Chili in the UC Regional Office! Congrats!  
 
On behalf of BOREA, they would like to say THANK YOU to those who participated and made this 
event possible. Another HUGE THANKS to those who helped served the chili during the event and/or 
provided chili: 
 
Rick Wuollet    Brent Rhees 
Kelli Triplett    Tawnya Coulter 
Valerie Heath-Harrison  Levi Hutchinson 
John Flores    Beverley Heffernan 
Lauri Brown    Amee Baker 
Phillip Martinez   Mike Ward 
Jay Bytheway    Sterling Acree 
Kevin Reynolds   Mary Halverson 
Jerry Quistberg   Lauri Brown 
Rick Wuollet    Melissa Bishop 
 
Listed below are those who came close to winning: 
 
2nd place - Lauri Brown  3rd place - Brent Rhees 
 
Thanks again for a wonderful event and happy holidays! 

##### 
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From the Manager: We are pleased to present another issue of our periodic 
newsletter. It is designed to be a brief, information-filled page that will be of 
interest to our customers and friends.  Feedback is welcome.  Please contact 
me at (575) 443-6553 or email me at: rshaw@usbr.gov. Kind Regards,
 Randy Shaw, PE 

 
The Desal Prize Semifinalist Nominees Announced 

The international competition for the Desal Prize is coming to BGNDRF. The United States 
Agency for International Development (USAID) announced the Desal Prize in March 2014. This 
is a competition that incentivizes the creation of environmentally sustainable, small-scale, 
brackish water, desalination technologies that can provide potable water for humans as well as 
agriculture in developing countries. Reclamation is providing support in the design and 
implementation of the event.  Semifinalist competition will take place April 7-13, 2015 at 
BGNDRF. Up to 3 finalists will be selected to compete at a site in Jordan in September 2015. 
The winner will receive the grand prize of $250,000. 

 
A total of 68 applications were received from 29 countries from teams interested in 
participating in this event.  A panel of judges recently selected the following 8 semifinalist 
nominees: 

 

• Green Desal: Autonomous Sustainable Brackish Desalination System (Brazil, 
Israel, Jordan, Nepal, USA) 

• Atlantis Technologies: “Radial Deionization” Advanced Capacitive Deionization Technology 
Powered by Solar/Battery System (USA) 

• Econopure:  Brackish Water Processing System Based on Membrane Purification and Brine 
Evaporation (USA) 

• MIT Global Engineering and Research Laboratory:  Photovoltaic –Powered Electrodialysis 
System (USA, India) 

• Porifera:  Hybrid Forward Osmosis and Reverse Osmosis (USA) 
• Practical Solar:  Combination of Nanofiltration and Capacitive Electro-Deionization (South 
Africa) 
• Suns River UTEP:  Mid-Sized, Solar Powered Multi-Stage Flash Desalination with Zero Liquid 

Discharge (USA) 
• UTEP Center for Inland Desalination Systems:  Hybrid Process Utilizing Nanofiltration and 

Electrodialysis Metathesis to Desalinate Brackish Water with High Recovery 
 

An abbreviated schedule of the semifinalist competition week is presented below. 
 

Desal Prize Day Description 
Day 1:  Tuesday, 4/7 Orientation; Prototype Assembly 
Day 2: Wednesday, 4/8 Prototype Optimization; Presentations 
Day 3:  Thursday, 4/9 Competition; Onsite Presentations; VIP Tours 
Day 4:  Friday, 4/10 Data Collection; Optimization; School Tours 
Day 5:  Saturday, 4/11 Competition; Public Tours 
Day 6:  Sunday, 4/12 Data Collection; Pack Prototypes for Shipping 

 

For More Information about BGNDRF:  http://www.usbr.gov/research/AWT/BGNDRF/index.html 
For More Information about the Desal Prize:  http://www.securingwaterforfood.org/the-desal-prize/ 
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##### 
Oral History Spotlight 

 

 
 

The UC Regional Library has a collection of 110 oral history interviews conducted by Historians, 
with various Reclamation employees throughout the years.  The oral histories capture candid “in 
their own voice” memories of employees and their experiences working for Reclamation.  The 
oral histories preserve information about Reclamation that would not normally appear in 
Reclamation’s official records.  Contents of the oral histories range from the humorous to 
reflective of the situation at the time, and all are informative! 

 
Oral History Interview 
Dess L. Chappelear 

 
Mr. Chappelear received his degree in Civil Engineering and would quickly choose to work for 
the Bureau of Reclamation in 1956, from there he would work on multiple projects and dam and 
see a lot of success and failures Reclamation would go through and later retiring 29 years later. 
What follows are excerpts from Mr. Chappelear’s oral history book: 
 

Chose to Work for Reclamation Rather than Boeing 
 

At that time I had to make some choices as to who I was going to work for. I had 
three different job offers at the time, and one of them I considered very seriously besides 
the Bureau of Reclamation. Then I was going to work for Boeing in Wichita. While I was 
in the service, part of the stuff that I did in there was dealing with hydraulic systems on 
aircraft, and I was familiar with just about all the hydraulic systems on everything that the 
Air Force flew at that time, and one of them being the B-47, which was a Boeing aircraft. I 
don’t know, they sent me, I guess, three different telegrams trying to get me to go to work 
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for them, and they were making a lot better job offer than I was getting from the Bureau of 
Reclamation, but the Bureau of Reclamation had some appeal to me, and so I chose to 
go that way. 

 
Teton Dam…Fontenelle Dam 

 
How did people in the Washington Office react to the news? 

 
Well, I guess you can say everyone was in a state of shock. We had, of course, all 

kinds of hearings following that and all sorts of finger pointing going on. Let’s see, who 
was it that had those hearings? Ryan, Senator [Leo Joseph] Ryan from California. Is it 
Ryan? He later went down to South America and got himself killed. But he was coming 
down very hard on the Bureau of Reclamation. I can remember Harold Arthur coming in 
there to testify, and I can remember Gil Stamm testifying. I went to a number of those 
hearings. They were pretty bad. But it’s hard to establish blame for something like this 
when the construction and engineering is put together like it is. There is so many people 
that have their finger in the pie and have responsibilities and pass on various aspects of 
the design and the construction. There was other extenuating circumstance there, the 
dam was completed, the farmers wanted their water, the dam was filled at a very rapid 
rate, and maybe if it had been filled at a slower pace, the problem might have been 
recognized and the failure might have been averted. It’s hard–well, I don’t know, you can 
find a lot of reasons for the dam failure and I guess it would be easy to point the finger, 
but it’s hard for me to point it. 

 
Liked Working for Reclamation 

 
Well, I don’t know, I’ve been away from it so long, it’s hard to recall some of these 

things. I think that the Bureau of Reclamation is really a good organization to work for, 
and I think what primarily made it that way was that we had a lot of professional people 
within the Bureau and we had very clear-cut objectives, and this is something that a lot of 
bureaus and agencies don’t have. In the Bureau it was very, very well-defined what you 
were trying to do, either in a piece of legislation or what have you, and I think that that 
helped make the Bureau a real good organization to work for. You’ve got to have clear-
cut objectives and I think that’s what makes the Bureau of Reclamation a little bit unique 
in government agencies. 

 
To read the full interview of Dess L. Chappelear click here, and if you have any questions 
contact Chantel Bouchard, Regional Office Library Coordinator.  
 

##### 
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From the Kitchen of Lori Walton:  Beer Bread 
 
3 Cups self-rising flour 
3 Tablespoons sugar 
1 Can or Bottle of beer (any will do but so far I like the Blue Moon beers best) 
 
Grease a bread pan (I just use cooking sprays).   
Heat oven to 350 degrees.   
Mix flour and sugar. 
Mix in beer.  
Pour in bread pan. 
Bake 45 to 50 minutes. 
 
Great in the oven and also works great in a Dutch oven when camping.  Another idea is to heat (toast or 
on griddle) leftover bread and use instead of biscuits under sausage gravy.   
 

##### 
 

Who’s New 
 

 
Stacey Stanford 
 
Stacey Stanford, new to us in Albuquerque, has many years of previous experience with the 
Fish and Wildlife Service.  She originally started as a Wildlife Inspector in New York, working to 
enforce laws related to wildlife imports and exports.  Stacey grew up in Massapequa, Long 
Island, with three sisters and received a Master’s in Ecology from Fordham University in New 
York.    
  
Stacey worked with the Collaborative Program as a term biologist for the Fish & Wildlife Service 
before coming to work with Reclamation.  She continues to work with the Collaborative 
Program, with a focus on ESA compliance.   
 
Her hobbies include hiking, drawing, horseback riding, and yoga.  We’ll have to get her into our 
Albuquerque Area Office Employee Wellness yoga class!  She is also the mother of a beautiful 
little girl, Josie, who will be two in December, with her husband Russ.   
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In Transition 

 
 

Jim Rottman is Retiring 
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Jim Rottman is retiring after nearly 33 years with Reclamation.  A civil engineer in the Western Colorado 
Area Office (WCAO), Jim joined the Reclamation family in 1982.  He came to us from the private sector 
where he made a living underground, working as a mining engineer.   
 
One of his first assignments at Reclamation was the Dolores Project, where he assisted with construction 
of the shaft, tunnel, and various concrete structures associated with McPhee Dam. Over the years he 
dabbled in design work, contract administration, cost estimating, design data packages, planning, salinity 
projects, writing specifications, and performing inspections.   
 
In 2003, he moved into the Facility Maintenance Group, where he was responsible for the Standing 
Operating Procedures, emergency management, and the Review of Operation and Maintenance program, 
amongst a plethora of other duties for the eight projects overseen by the WCAO-Durango office.     
 

In his spare time, Jim is an avid cyclist (mountain and 
road), skier, astronomy admirer, gardener, volunteer with 
the Adaptive Sports Association, and all-around great 
guy.  He was the winner of the 2013 Iron Horse Bicycle 
Classic Omnium.  For you non-cyclists, that means the 
whole enchilada, in his class.  He is also locally famous 
for his homemade pies.  
 
Despite a population of nearly 18,000 people in Durango, 
you would be amused with the fact that you cannot go 
anywhere with Jim, without running into his friends and 
acquaintances.  It seems as though every single person in 
the area knows him. 
 
If you’ve had the pleasure of working alongside Jim, then 
you’ve been challenged by his intellect.  If you’ve had 
the pleasure of supervising him, then you’ve become a 
better supervisor.  And if you’ve had the pleasure of 
knowing him, you are a better person. 
 
Jim Rottman will retire on Friday, January 2, 2015.  

Despite a great loss to Reclamation; his grandchild, his kids, his garden, and the great outdoors will have 
much to gain.  He will be greatly missed.   
 

##### 
 

Roland Robison 
 
Roland Grover Robison, Jr., died of natural causes on December 12, 2014, in Salt Lake City, Utah, at the 
age of 85.  

 
Roland was a long-time figure in the U.S. Department of Interior. He served as deputy assistant Secretary 
of Interior, deputy director of the Bureau of Land Management, and associate solicitor-all in Washington, 
D.C. He served as director of the Upper Colorado Region of the Bureau of Reclamation and director of 
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the Bureau of Land Management for Utah in Salt Lake City. He also served as 
administrative assistant to U.S. Congressman Laurence J. Burton of Utah, chief of 
staff to Utah Governor George D. Clyde and deputy and assistant attorney general 
for the State of Utah. 
 
He was a high priest in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. His 
church callings included bishop, stake high councilor, member of the Aaronic 
Priesthood Young Men General Board and missionary in Uruguay, South 
America. 
 
He was sealed to Joyce Marion Jackman in the Salt Lake Temple. She died in 
1985. They had four much-cherished children: Ann Robison (who died soon after 
birth); and three who survive: Christopher Jackman Robison (Jennifer) of Draper, 
Elizabeth Robison Doxey (Stephen) of Holladay, and Alexander James Robison 
(Juliann) of Gilbert, Arizona. Roland is also survived by 12 adored grandchildren 
and his brother Robert W. Robison (Susan) of Bountiful. He was also married for 
a time to Lynda Elizabeth Dubrow. 
 
Roland was born on March 24, 1929, in Morgan, Utah, the son of Roland Grover Robison, Sr., and 
Elizabeth Toone Wilde. His mother died when he was a child and he was reared by a kind and generous 
stepmother, Thelma Moffat Robison. He spent his early years in Morgan and Ogden, Utah and Afton, 
Wyoming. He graduated from Weber College, Brigham Young University and the University of Utah 
College of Law. He served in the U.S. Army for two years, stationed in Massachusetts and Germany. 
 
In 1989 President George H.W. Bush awarded Mr. Robison the rank of Distinguished Executive, the 
highest award given to federal senior executives. He also received the U.S. Department of Interior's 
highest honor, the Distinguished Service Award, in 1987. He testified before committees of the U.S. 
Congress. He engaged in private consulting for some years after his retirement from federal service in 
1994.  
 
Roland had a great love of natural resources, history, books, politics, sports and the LDS Church. He 
enjoyed mountain climbing, hiking, skiing, river rafting, exploring the canyons and deserts of the West, 
visiting historical sites, and generally making things interesting and fun wherever he went. He loved 
Grand Teton National Park and climbed the Grand Teton in 1965. He traveled all over the world, and 
especially loved his trip to China. At age 71, he hiked to the base camp of Mount Everest. He loved 
singing, convertible sports cars and road trips. Henry David Thoreau said, "The mass of men lead lives of 
quiet desperation." Roland Robison was not one of those; he lived a full and remarkable life.  
 

##### 
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Joyce Cheeseman 

 
Joyce Cheeseman, 67, of Florence, died Nov. 25, 2014, after a 
gallant battle with cancer. She passed peacefully at her home with 
family by her side. 
 
Joyce was born July 25, 1947, in Fresno, Calif., to Clarence and 
Opal Price. She spent most of her childhood in the mountains of the 
Sierras and in Bass Lake, Calif. 
 
She married her husband of 44 years, David Cheeseman, on Sept. 12, 
1970. 
 
Joyce was most proud of her children, Michael and Michelle. 
 
In 1978, the family moved to the Rocky Mountains. One of her 
fondest memories was cross country skiing with her children. 
 
Joyce also enjoyed horse back riding, snow mobiles, hiking and a cup of coffee and a chat with a dear 
friend. 
 
She was always up for an adventure and would rather spend time outside than cooped up inside. In her 
later years, she was an avid photographer and a member of the Siuslaw Viewfinders Camera Club.  
 
David’s employment with the Bureau of Reclamation moved the family every couple of years. Joyce 
loved working with people and her two favorite occupations were real estate agent and customer service 
at McGregor Mountain Lodge in Estes Park, Colo. 
 
She is survived by her husband, David; her children: Michael (Linde) Cheeseman of Klamath Falls, and 
Michelle Aultman of Wyoming; grandchildren: Elliana Moore and Gabriella Aultman, both of Wyoming; 
and a brother, William Price, of California.  
 

##### 
 

Roy Calvin Orth 
 
Roy Calvin Orth, 88, of Selah, died Saturday, November 22, 2014, at the 
Cottage in the Meadow surrounded by his loving family. Roy was born 
April 11, 1926 in Haxtun, Colorado to Roosevelt Roy and Flora Orvetta 
(Davis) Orth. 
 
He was raised in Delta, Colorado and was educated in Pea Green, 
Colorado where he went through the tenth grade. He joined the U.S. Navy 
during the Korean War and served two tours. After discharge he returned 
to Colorado to try farming, but later began working for the Bureau of 
Reclamation, Department of the Interior. He worked thirty-five years 
before retiring in 1990. While in the Navy, Roy married Bertha Kay 
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Knaack on January 6, 1952 in Las Vegas, Nevada.  
 
Roy’s greatest joy was being with his wife and family. He loved woodworking, garage sales and haggling 
prices for anything he bought. He will be deeply missed by all who knew and loved him. 
 
Survivors include his wife of 62 years, Kay Orth of Selah, his children, Paul (Susan) Orth of Grafton, 
West Virginia, Beverly (Jim) Rice of Selah and Stoney (Rose) Orth of Las Vegas, NV; eight 
grandchildren, fourteen great-grandchildren and one great-great-grandson; also a brother, Jerry (Karen) 
Orth, and sisters, Virginia Samuel and Peggy Davis, all of Grand Junction, colorado and sister-in-law, 
Lorna Orth of Olathe, Colorado, also numerous nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by a 
daughter, Joyce Orth, son, Donnie Lee Orth, brothers, Tommy, Stanley and Bill Orth and a sister, Rosa 
David. 
 

##### 
 

Eleanor Jean Mallory 
 

Eleanor Jean Mallory was born March 20, 1922, and passed away Nov. 28 at 
Laramie Care Center at the age of 92. 
 
She was born in Trinidad, Colorado, to George R.A. and Isabella Hall. They later 
moved to Boulder, Colorado. She grew up in the Hall-Kelso Mortuary in Boulder, 
which the Hall’s owned jointly with friend Leslie Kelso.  
 
Mrs. Mallory graduated from Boulder High in 1940, then graduated in Journalism 
from the University of Colorado. She was a member of Alpha Phi sorority. She 
married Warren Merrill Mallory on Aug. 24, 1943. 
 
After their graduation from the University of Colorado, Mr. Mallory joined the 

U.S. Navy and the couple moved to Washington, D.C., where Warren worked in the Naval Research 
Laboratory and served a key role in the invention of underwater sonar for submarine detection/protection. 
 
After the war, Warren worked for the Government Bureau of Reclamation and the couple lived in 
multiple locations on the Texas coastline prior to moving to Lakewood, Colorado, in 1946. In 1948, 
Warren was hired as a professor of electrical engineering at the University of Wyoming, and the couple 
moved to Laramie. He served with UW for 10 years and received permanent tenure from UW. 
 
Eleanor served for years as Laramie’s newcomer welcoming hostess — along with her friend, the late 
Dixie Ward — in an organization they founded called the Howdy Partner. She was active for many years 
with Laramie’s Do-Gooders, a group extending help to others in need in the Laramie area. 
 
She was also active in the University Faculty Wives’ Club and the Republican Women’s Club. In the 
mid-1960s and throughout the 1970s, Mrs. Mallory wrote a weekly column for the Laramie Daily 
Boomerang entitled “Laramie Life with Eleanor.” 
 
The column was about out-of-town people visiting Laramie, trips Laramie people were taking, Laramie 
social gatherings/parties, etc. Eleanor also opened Laramie’s first “consignment shop,” Things ‘n’ Things 
in the late 1970s. 



 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Reclamation 

 
She always enjoyed playing the piano and organ, singing, writing, studying the Bible and her weekly 
prayer groups. 
 
She was a member of First Christian Church. 
 
The Mallorys had two children. Their son Lawrence, or Larry, was born in 1945 in Washington, D.C. 
Their daughter Katherine, or Kathy, was born in 1947 in Denver. 
 
Eleanor is survived by her son Larry Mallory and his wife Cee, of Cheyenne, and daughter Kathy 
Donelson and her husband Fred, as well as grandson Aaron Grauer, all of Boquete, the Republic of 
Panama. In addition, she is survived by her granddaughter, Mandy Whitaker; great-grandson Brock 
Whitaker; and great-granddaughter Mallory Whitaker, all of Layton, Utah. 

 
##### 

 
 

Donald Kramer 
 
Donald “Don” Richard Kramer, 87, went to be with his Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ on Nov. 20, 2014, at the Wibaux County Nursing Home, 
Wibaux, Mont. 
 
Don was born Dec. 26, 1926, to Peter and Mary (Spevacek) Kramer at the 
family home in Wibaux. He was raised on the Kramer Ranch north of 
Wibaux and attended Been Country School and later Richardton Abby in 
Richardton, for his grade school years. Don graduated from Wibaux High 
School in 1946.  
 
Don moved to Bismarck, and was working for the Bureau of Reclamation 
when the Korean War broke out. He then enlisted in the U.S. Marine 
Corps and served from Sept. 25, 1950, through May 12, 1952. After his 
honorable discharge he lived in various states such as Montana, Oregon, 
and Nebraska working as a salesman. 
 
Don married Sandy Watembach on Oct. 26, 1963, at St. Peter’s Catholic Church in Wibaux. They lived in 
Sidney, Mont., where he worked for the City of Sidney and their marriage was blessed with three 
children: Todd in 1965, Dale in 1966 and Kim in 1968. In 1970, the family moved to New Leipzig, where 
the couple owned and operated a bar. In 1979, the family moved to Dickinson, where Don was employed 
at the Husky Briquette Plant until it closed. Don then worked privately assisting the elderly and later 
worked for Community Options as a caretaker. Don fully retired in January of 2008 and moved to 
Bismarck to be near family due to health problems. Don’s life came full circle when he was moved to the 
Wibaux County Nursing Home at the end of July 2014. The Wibaux County Nursing Home and the lot of 
the home where he was born in are located on the same block. 
 
Don enjoyed exercising, playing cards, and spending time with family and friends. Don was a strong 
believer in Christ and attended River of Life Church in Dickinson for many years. He enjoyed reading 
The Bible, worshiping the Lord with family and friends and watching the Trinity Broadcasting Network 
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(TBN). He also liked reading newspapers, health magazines and watching Fox News as he always stayed 
current with world events. He saw the good in everyone, loved animals, and all who met him, loved him. 
Don especially enjoyed spending time with his grandson, who was his pride and joy. 
 
Don is survived by his son Todd (Twylla), Mandan; his daughter, Kim, Bismarck; his grandson, Thomas; 
his eight nieces, Mary Jo, Linda, Rita, Wendy, Judy, Susan, Tammy and Joy and their families; and long 
time friend, Tony Efta. 
 
Don was preceded in death by his parents; his brother, Jim Kramer; his sister-in-law, Shirley Kramer; and 
his infant son, Dale. 
 

##### 
 
 

Alexander Wadley  
 

 

Alexander Wadley, age 103, son of Nephi James and Jessie Robertson Wadley, was born October 24, 
1911, in Pleasant Grove, Utah in the same house that remained his home all his life, and died January 1, 
2015. Alex was a farm boy and much of the work of the family farm fell to him and his older brother 
Bryce after their father died when Alex was three. He excelled in school and was told he could have been 
class valedictorian had he not had to forego extracurricular activities in favor of milking the cows. His 
college time at BYU ended just short of graduation when he had to go back to work, but his drafting, 
surveying, and engineering training stood him in good stead as he worked for the Bureau of Reclamation 
(on the original Deer Creek Dam), at the BYU Physical Plant, and in civil engineering for the Utah 
Department of Transportation. He worked double jobs his whole life, because he was also a full-time 
farmer. He married Nelda Beckstrand, of Meadow, Utah, on January 5, 1944, in the Salt Lake Temple, 
and he will be laid to rest on what would have been their 71st wedding anniversary. Alex loved his home 
and working the farm. He was well known for the cherries, peaches, apricots, and pears that came from 
his trees. He often sang to the cows as he milked them and squirted milk into the mouths of the barn cats 
(and children) who came by at milking time. He was a generous friend and neighbor, and could be seen 
well into his nineties clearing snow out of driveways in winter and plowing garden spots in spring. He 
cared in all ways for his wife and children, giving them a safe and happy home with enough and to spare 
for education and extra help in time of need. He served faithfully in many positions in the LDS Church 
and often bore testimony of the truthfulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Alex was an unassuming, kind, 
honest, gentle, good man. He is survived by his children, Mary (Richard) Jackson, Laura Wadley, 
LaRayne (David) Hart, Stephen A. (Mindy) Wadley, James N. Wadley, nine grandchildren and twenty-
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three great-grandchildren. He is preceded in death by his brother Bryce and sister Lucy, his wife Nelda, 
and his daughter-in-law Mindy. 

Funeral services will be held Monday, January 5, at 1:00 p.m. in the North Field Third Ward Chapel, 
2195 North 100 East, Pleasant Grove. There will be a viewing Sunday from 6 to 8 p.m. at Olpin Family 
Mortuary, 494 S. 300 E. Pleasant Grove and an hour before funeral services at the church. In lieu of 
flowers his ideal tribute would be to share a kindness, a funny story, or a bit of good humor with someone 
in need. A contribution to the LDS Humanitarian Fund would also be appropriate. Condolences may be 
sent to the family at www.olpinmortuary.com. 

 
##### 

 
 

What Is the Media Saying About Reclamation This Week? 
 

Commentary: Gila diversion is unwise choice for state 
 

Durango’s councilors back tribe’s water request 
 

The sorry state of Elephant Butte Reservoir 
 

Price tag to visit Glen Canyon could go up soon 
 

New Mexico water project comes up short 
 

Report shows ecosystem successes after Colorado River pulse to Mexico 
 

NM Senators support massive spending bill 
 

Fish and Wildlife Service issues grants notice 
 

Secretary Jewell Announces New Tools to Help Communities Build Resilience to Climate Change 
 

Colorado slope plan needs   
 

New Mexico Could Use Some More Snow (Video) 
 

Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study (Video) 
 
 

##### 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.santafenewmexican.com/opinion/commentary/commentary-gila-diversion-is-unwise-choice-for-state/article_43c005b9-af0e-535b-84c9-4fc1ae4d3f19.html
http://www.durangoherald.com/article/20150106/NEWS01/150109689/Durango-councilors-back-tribe-water-request-
http://www.inkstain.net/fleck/2015/01/the-sorry-state-of-elephant-butte-reservoir/
http://www.sltrib.com/news/1984438-158/price-tag-to-visit-glen-canyon?pid=2079681
http://eaglefordtexas.com/news/id/143128/new-mexico-water-project-comes-short/
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865617417/Report-shows-ecosystem-successes-after-Colorado-River-pulse-to-Mexico.html
http://www.abqjournal.com/512455/politics/nm-senators-support-massive-spending-bill-nm-house-dems-oppose.html
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html
http://www.directionsmag.com/pressreleases/secretary-jewell-announces-new-tools-to-help-communities-build-resilience-t/428076
http://www.postindependent.com/news/grandjunction/14280336-113/colorado-slope-plan-needs
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?Url=http%3a%2f%2fmediacenter.tveyes.com%2fdownloadgateway.aspx%3fUserID%3d331450%26MDID%3d4300273%26MDSeed%3d8995%26Type%3dMedia
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?Url=http%3a%2f%2fmediacenter.tveyes.com%2fdownloadgateway.aspx%3fUserID%3d331450%26MDID%3d4288747%26MDSeed%3d2831%26Type%3dMedia
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Sunset captured on Yellowstone Lake by Upper Colorado Regional Office’s Joe Bullough 
 

##### 
 

Reclamation Trivia  
 
Here's this week's set of questions: 
 

1. Brent said that Glen Canyon Dam is an       that has created 
memories that are woven into the fabric of the west and the nation.   
 

2. Situated on the Colorado River in northern Arizona, Glen Canyon Dam is the second 
highest concrete-arch dam in the United States,  feet above bedrock, second only to 
Hoover Dam, which stands at         feet.  
 

3. The effort to educate the public about the issues related to disability and employment 
began in   , when Congress enacted Public Law 176, declaring the first week of 
   each year as National Employ the Physically Handicapped Week.  

 
Last week, We asked, 
   

1. Brent said that Glen Canyon Dam is an engineering masterpiece that has created 
memories that are woven into the fabric of the west and the nation.   
 

2. Situated on the Colorado River in northern Arizona, near Page, Glen Canyon Dam is the 
second highest concrete-arch dam in the United States—710 feet above bedrock, second 
only to Hoover Dam, which stands at 726 feet.  
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3. The effort to educate the public about the issues related to disability and employment 
began in 1945, when Congress enacted Public Law 176, declaring the first week of 
October each year as National Employ the Physically Handicapped Week.  

 
Last winner was – Sandra Caskey – Grand Junction 
 
Please use this link to send your answers.  To be fair we will draw names from the winners and 
one person will receive a prize.  We will reach into the prize bin for something suitable for the 
winner...as long as supplies last. 
 
Return to UC Today 

mailto:sosmith@usbr.gov?subject=UC%20Today%20Trivia
http://intra.uc.usbr.gov/
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