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Zuni Traditional Cultural Properties
in Grand Canyon
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 Ancestral homes
(archaeological sites)

Are physical manifestations
of Zuni knowledge

Represents knowledge about
howitorbuild and live within
thelGanyon

Reaffirms belief that Zuni
ancestors resided here and
the Zuni heritage

Demonstrates that Zuni
religion'is as strong now as it
was back then; Zuni religion
directed site design and how
structures built
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Zuni Traditional Cultural Properties

 Petroglyphs &
Pictographs

— Petroglyphs validate
and substantiate Zuni’s
historical and on-going
relationship to the
Grand Canyon

=Snformation passed on
from Zuni great
grandfathers and
grandfathers
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Zuni Traditional Cultural Properties
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=EShrines on landscape act
dsicognitive maps
Maintain spiritual
connection between
Grand Canyon and Zuni
Protect individual Zuni on
river trip; protect all Zunis
Offering places: river,
entire canyon, springs,
collection areas
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Zuni Traditional Cultural Properties

* Trails

— Lead to shrines and
offering places
Sconsidered sacred;
facilitate and
maintain spiritual
umbilical connection
pbetween Zuni and
rand Canyon
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Springs

=SAllWwWater: sacred; springs
ostprecious thing on
eanth

River /K’yawan

being. Associated with
emergence, migrations,
home to aquatic life
portant to Zuni, and
water from the river used
in ceremonies
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Zuni Traditional Cultural Resources

Plant

— Used in religious ceremonies

=ndicators of health of ecosystem

Animals (includes aquatic and

insect life)

— Assist in Zuni ceremonies

= ndicatorsof health of ecosystem

— Indicators of a Zuni good year

ERunilancestors take animal form
(Visitation)

Minerals

— Used only in religious ceremonies

= Collecting minerals in canyon since
fime immemorial (Cushing 1890s)

— Continuation of Zuni traditions

ZCRE:Zuni Monitoring in Grand Canyon.
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Meeting, 23 Januay 2013




» Selection of monitoring sites

— Archaeological sites
determine if ancestral (NPS
inventory)

— Collection areas (springs,
plants, etc.)
 Monitoring activities
— First make offering

— Discuss condition among
Zuni monitors at site/end of
day/share with NPS
representative

ZCRE:Zuni Monitoring in Grand Canyon.
Presented at GCMRC's Annual Reporting
Meeting, 23 Januay 2013




Zuni Monitoring Methodology

e Evaluation of condition

— Resource(s)
dwindling /
degrading = negative
consequences at
Zuni

— Resource(s)
flourishing/ stable =
positive sigh for Zuni

ZCRE:Zuni Monitoring in Grand Canyon.
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Summary of 13 Years of
Zuni Monitoering

e Zuni Monitoring Trips
— 1997
— 1999
— 2001
— 2007
— 2010 *

o Jotal 61 sites
monitored

ZCRE:Zuni Monitoring in Grand Canyon.
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Meeting, 23 Januay 2013
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Results of 13 Years of: Zuni Monitoring
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Results of 13 Years of Zuni Monitoring

© Human
- Erosion
B Dam

~ Climate
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Results of 13 Years of: Zuni Monitoring
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Zuni environment management philosophy: Do no harm; Allow
Nature to take its course; Maintain mindfulness of Stewardship

Continued manipulation of canyon resources (aquatic, biological,
and physical) by resource managers and researchers will result in
Negative effects on Canyon and ultimately on Zuni

Petroglyph boulders at Tanner: figures with intertwined tails;
specifically mentioned in all Zuni prayers

Petroglyphs and ancestral sites validate and substantiate Zuni’s
historical and on-going relationship to the Grand Canyon
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