To:

From:

United States Department of the Interior "

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, D.C, 20240

MAR 1 6 2010
MEMORANDUM '
Secretary

Anne J. Castle .
Secretary’s Designee, {4len Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Work Group
Assistant Secretary —AWater and Science

Subject: Report and Recommendations from the Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive

Management Federal Advisory Committee

The Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Work Group (AMWG) convened on

February 3-4, 2010, in Phoenix, Arizona. The meeting was well attended and positive. The
Operating Procedures of the AMWG require the Secretary’s Designee to provide the Secretary
with a report on all meetings, and to transmit any recommendations. The following report
summarizes the most significant issues addressed at the AMWG meeting, and transmits the
single recommendation.

1.

High Flow Experimental Releases. The. scientific report of the USGS’s Grand Canyon
Monitoring and Research Center (GCMRC) on the March 2008 high flow experimental
release from Glen Canyon Dam was presented and discussed. The scoping for a High
Flow Experiment Protocol, pursuant to your direction from December 2009, was begun
and comments from AMWG representatives and members of the public were taken. A
schedule for the NEPA process for the Protocol was presented.

Control of Non-Native Fish. Conirol of non-native fish in the Grand Canyon
downstream of Lees Ferry is an important component adaptive management program as
recognized in the biological opinion of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS)
concerning the native humpback chub. The establishment of a world-class trout fishery
downstream from Glen Canyon Dam has contributed to trout predation on humpback
chub. In the past, mechanical removal of trout has occurred at the confluence of the
Little Colorado River (LCR) and the Colorado River as a conservation measure to assist
in the conservation of the humpback chub. However, significant concerns with the
killing of fish in that location have been expressed by several of the Native American
tribes on the AMWG. A meeting with representatives of the tribes and personnel from
DOI and DOE occurred prior to the AMWG meeting on Feb. 2, and this issue was
discussed. Further discussion occurred during the AMWG meeting. The DOI
representatives committed to an in-depth investigation of whether alternatives to
mechanical removal at the LCR would remain consistent with the conservation measure
contained in the biological opinion, at least on a temporary basis to allow further
investigation and exploration of options.
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We have subsequently agreed to defer the mechanical removal trips scheduled for 2010
in order to allow additional tribal consultation and further exploration of alternatives.
This deferral requires re-initiation of ESA consultation with FWS, which commenced
during the week of March 1.

3. Desired Future Conditions. While the AMWG established strategic goals for
achievement through the adaptive management process, it has not previously translated
those goals into more specific “Desired Future Conditions” or “DFCs” that could guide
the management process itself. A draft set of DFCs was developed by representatives of
the five DOI bureaus involved with the AMWG; and provided in draft form for
consideration. An ad hoc group was established to review and make recommendations
on a final and complete set of DFCs for the AMWG. This is an essential step for the
future of the adaptive management for Glen Canyon Dam.

4. Future Direction and Management. During the 2-day meeting, there was considerable
discussion and recognition of the need to assess the risks, benefits and tradeoffs of
various proposed actions, whether scientific or management activities, and to then move
forward. A presentation by the Executive Coordinator of the Science Advisors outlined
the strategies and requirements, consistent with the principles of Adaptive Management,
to transition the GCDAMP from a predominant focus on the science related to the
operation of Glen Canyon Dam to an expanded inclusion of management actions based
on science. A more in depth discussion of this topic will occur at the next AMWG
meeting.

S. Charter. As required by the FACA, the AMWG Charter has a two-year term. The
Charter states expressly, however, that the AMWG is intended to remain in effect in
perpetuity. The current Charter was signed by Secretary Kempthorme on July 23, 2008
and will expire in July 2010. In order to allow the AMWG to continue to advise you on
the operations of Glen Canyon Dam, the charter must be renewed, and the AMWG
recommends its renewal. It has been recognized by the AMWG, however, that the
Charter should be reexamined to determine whether revisions are appropriate to reflect
the group’s current operations and objectives. Accordingly, the AMWG also created a
Charter Ad Hoc Group for the purpose of reviewing and updating the charter, such
process to occur within one year. As such, the AMWG may submit a proposed revised
charter for your consideration prior to the expiration of the 2-year period.

As described above, the following recommendation was passed by consensus of the AMWG:

The AMWG recommends that the Secretary of the Interior renew the
AMWG Charter for two years.

A renewed charter has been prepared and is being circulated for the necessary approvals. It will
be provided to you for consideration and signature in the near future. Please call me if you wish
to discuss further.



cc.

Assistant Secretary, Fish and Wildlife & Parks
Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Indian Affairs
Commissioner, Bureau of Reclamation
Director, National Park Service

Director, Fish and Wildlife Service

Director, U.S. Geological Survey

Assistant Director, Wildlife Management, Arizona Game and Fish Department,
2221 W. Greenway Road, Phoenix, AZ 85023-4399
Attention: Mr. Mike Senn

Bureau of Indian Affairs, PO Box 10, Phoenix, AZ 85001
Attention: Ms. Amy L. Heuslein

Department of Energy-WAPA, Western Area Power Administration,
150 E. Social Hall Avenue, Suite 300, Salt Lake City, UT 84111
Attention: Mr. Clayton Palmer

The Hualapai Tribe, PO Box 310, Peach Springs, AZ 86434
Attention: Ms. Loretta Jackson Kelly

Director, Cultural Preservation Office, The Hopi Tribe, PO Box 123,
Kykotsmovi, A7 86039
Attention: Mr. Leigh Kuwanwisiwma

National Park Service, Grand Canyon National Park, PO Box 129,

Grand Canyon, AZ 86023
Attention: Mr. Steve Martin

Navajo Nation, Historic Preservation Department, PO Box 4950,
Window Rock, AZ 86515-4350
Attention: Mr, Alan Downer

Pueblo of Zuni, PO Box 339, Zuni, NM 87327
Atterition: Mr. Arden Kucaate

San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe, PO Box 2656, Tuba City, AZ 86045

Southern Paiute Indian Consortium, Kaibab Paiute Indian Reservation,

_ Tribal Affairs Bldg., HC 65 Box 2, Pipe Springs, AZ 86022

Attention: Mr. Charley Bulletts

State Supervisor, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Arizona Ecological Services
Office, 2321 W. Royal Palm Road, Suite 103, Phoenix, AZ 85021-4951
Attention: Mr. Sam Spiller



Arizona Department of Water Resources, 3550 N. Central Avenue,
Phoenix, AZ 85012
Attention: Ms. Perri Benemelis

Executive Director, Colorado River Board of California, 770 Fairmont Avenue,
Suite 100, Glendale, CA 91203-1035
Attention: Mr, Gerald Zimmerman
Colorado Water Conservation Board, 1313 Sherman Street, Room 718,
Denver, CO 80203-2279
Attention: Ms. Jennifer Gimbel

Colorado River Commission of Nevada, 555 E. Washington Avenue, Suite 3100,
Las Vegas, NV 89101-1048
Attention: Mr. George Caan

New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission, PO Box 25102, Santa Fe, NM 87504
Attention: Mr. Estevan Lépez

Interstate Streams Engineer, Herschler Building, 4-E, 122 W. 25" Street,
Cheyenne, WY 82002
Attention: Mr, John W. Shields

Director, Division of Water Resources, PO Box 146201, Salt Lake City, UT 84114
Attention: Mr. Dennis Strong

Grand Canyon Wildlands Council, PO Box 1315, Flagstaff, AZ 86002
Attention: Mr. Larry Stevens

Grand Canyon Trust, 2601 North Fort Valley Road, Flagstaff, AZ 86001
Attention: Mr. Nikolai Lash

Grand Canyon River Guides, PO Box 1934, Flagstaff, AZ 86002
Attention: Mr. André Potochnik

Colorado River Energy Distributors Association, 14029 S. 51 Street, Suite 230,
Phoenix, AZ 85044
Attention: Ms. Leslie James

Utah Associated Municipal Power Systems, 2825 E. Cottonwood Parkway, -
Suite 200, Salt Lake City, UT 84121
Attention: Mr. Ted Rampton

Deputy Regional Director, Upper Colorado Region, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation,
125 S. State Street, Sait Lake City, UT 84138
Attention: Ms. Ann Gold



Regional Director, Upper Colorado Region, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation,
125 S. State Street, Salt Lake City, UT 84138
_Attention: Mr. Dennis Kubly

Adaptive Management Work Group alternates
Technical Work Group members and alternates
(via e-mail)



