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Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management Work Group 
Agenda Item Information 

May 10, 2012 Webinar 

Agenda Item  
Long-Term Experimental Management Plan (LTEMP) Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 

Action Requested 
 This is an information item. 

Presenters 
Rob Billerbeck, Environmental Protection Specialist and LTEMP Project Manager, National Park 

Service 
Beverley Heffernan, Manager, Environmental Resources Division, Upper Colorado Region, Bureau 

of Reclamation 

Previous Action Taken  
 Other: 

December 2009: Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar announced that the development of a 
Long-Term Experimental and Management Plan (LTEMP) for Glen Canyon Dam was needed. 
The Secretary emphasized the inclusion of stakeholders, particularly those in the Glen Canyon 
Dam Adaptive Management Program (GDAMP), in the development of the LTEMP. 
 
February 2010:  At the February 2010 AMWG meeting, Secretary’s Designee Anne Castle 
explained that Interior will initiate a long-term experimental and management plan for Glen 
Canyon Dam that builds upon what we have learned from the experimentation and the 
enormous body of science obtained under the Adaptive Management Program over the past 15 
years.   
 
July 6, 2011:  The Notice of Intent to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement for LTEMP 
was published in the Federal Register.   
 
October 17, 2011:  A second Federal Register Notice was published to announce public scoping 
meetings. Public scoping meetings were held in November in Phoenix, Flagstaff, Page, Salt Lake 
City, Las Vegas, and Denver. A webcast was also held to capture participation from those that 
could not attend in person. 

 
February 9-10, 2012:  A co-lead internal scoping meeting was held in Phoenix, AZ with Anne 
Castle, the Assistant Secretary for Water and Science as well as several Departmental advisors 
and leadership from NPS and Reclamation.   

Relevant Science 
Science and research completed since the GCDAMP was established will be used in the 
development of the EIS and assessment of impacts. 
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Background Information  
The Department of the Interior (Department), through the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) 
and the National Park Service (NPS), is preparing a draft EIS and has conducted public scoping for 
the adoption of a Long-Term Experimental and Management Plan (LTEMP) for the operation of 
Glen Canyon Dam. The Department’s decision to develop the LTEMP is a component of its efforts 
to continue to comply with the ongoing requirements and obligations established by the Grand 
Canyon Protection Act of 1992 (Pub. L. 102-575) (GCPA). Reclamation and the NPS are co-leading 
this effort because Reclamation has the primary responsibility for the operation of Glen Canyon 
Dam and the NPS has primary responsibility for Grand Canyon National Park and Glen Canyon 
National Recreation Area.  
 
The purpose of the proposed LTEMP is to utilize current, and develop additional, scientific 
information to better inform Departmental decisions and to operate the dam in such a manner as to 
improve and protect important downstream resources while maintaining compliance with the 
GCPA, the Law of the River, and the Endangered Species Act, among others. The purpose of the 
proposed LTEMP is to fully evaluate dam operations and identify management actions and 
experimental options that will provide a framework for adaptively managing Glen Canyon Dam over 
the next 15 to 20 years, consistent with the GCPA and other provisions of applicable Federal law. 
  
Reclamation and NPS held a kickoff meeting on February 11, 2011 in Tempe, Arizona, where we 
received initial input from potential cooperating agencies.  The Notice of Intent to Prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement for LTEMP was published in the Federal Register on July 6, 2011. A 
second notice was published on October 17, 2011 to announce seven public scoping meetings that 
were held in November 2011. The public scoping comment period ended January 31, 2012 with 
over 440 comments received. Web-based meetings were held on March 27, 2012 to report on the 
results of scoping, and a scoping report has been completed and is available on the project website 
http://ltempeis.anl.gov/.   
 
NPS and Reclamation held an internal scoping meeting on Feb 9-10, 2012 and a preliminary 
alternative development meeting on March 20-21, 2012.  Preliminary alternative concepts were made 
available to the public via a newsletter (available on the project website) on March 30, 2012. A public 
workshop was held on April 4-5, 2012 in Flagstaff, AZ to receive feedback on the preliminary 
alternative concepts.  The coming weeks will involve working closely with cooperating agencies and 
intensive work on the alternative concepts to provide a reasonable set of alternatives for the EIS. A 
draft EIS is planned for winter of 2012. 
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