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Will this be the Sixth 
Year of
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Some Changes
The Summer of 2004 was drier than average but 

also cooler than average in the Upper Colorado 
River Basin.   This after a series of extremely 
hot summers.

Precipitation in the basin has been above average in 
September and October 2004

Base flows are considerably higher today than a 
year ago.  85 % of average vs 50 % of average

Early stages of an El Nino  



Upper Colorado River Basin Precipitation
January 1999- October 2004
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October 2004 through 10/25/2004



September 19, 2004



October 20, 2004



October 21, 2004

We Tend 
to Celebrate 

too Early





Lake Powell has not been this low since 1970

August 2004 – 40 % of Capacity

 Lake Powell Water Surface Elevations
October 1998 through October 2004
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Unregulated Inflow to Lake Powell 
 January 1999 - October 2004
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August – September 1999

October 2004 is estimated as of 10/25/2004



 Lake Powell Unregulated Inflow
Water year 2004 (and beyond)

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

70,000

80,000

O
ct

-0
3

N
ov

-0
3

D
ec

-0
3

Ja
n-

04

Fe
b-

04

M
ar

-0
4

A
pr

-0
4

M
ay

-0
4

Ju
n-

04

Ju
l-0

4

A
ug

-0
4

S
ep

-0
4

O
ct

-0
4

C
ub

ic
 F

ee
t P

er
 S

ec
on

d

2004 Observed

Average Unregulated



Min Power 
Pool Elevation

3,490 ft

3,570 ft Live Storage 
9.2 maf
38 % of capacity

3,370 ft Dead Pool Elevation

Lake Powell Capacity
3,700 ft Full Pool

24.3 maf
Live Storage

Dead Pool – 1.9 maf

Inactive Pool 4.0 maf

Active Storage
5.2 maf

Not to scale

130 ft

80 ft

October 25, 2004



Current Operation AMWG Aug 11 AMWG Aug 11
September Experimental Flow Experimental Flow

24 month Study Proposal Proposal

no fish flows fish flows with fish flows without
BHBF January sediment trigger sediment trigger

 2 day November no November
high flow event high flow event

Oct-04 492 492 492
Nov-04 476 684 476
Dec-04 492 600 600
Jan-05 850 792 792
Feb-05 650 723 723
Mar-05 600 807 807
Apr-05 600 500 600
May-05 650 600 600
Jun-05 800 800 800
Jul-05 910 866 920
Aug-05 910 866 920
Sep-05 800 500 500

WY Volume 8230 8230 8230

Glen Canyon Dam WY 2005 Releases in TAF

October



12 month running average



12 month running average



Lake Powell End of Month Water Surface Elevations
Based on October, 2004 Inflow Projections
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