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Goals and Objectives* 
Alternative A: 

No Action 

Alternative B: 

New Deep Injection Well 
Alternative C: 

Evaporation Ponds 

Alternative D: 

Zero-Liquid Discharge 

Technology Area B1 Area B2 

Remove 100,000 or more tons 

of salt per year  

Approximately 95,000 tons of salt would enter 

the Colorado River system annually. 

Up to 114,000 tons of salt controlled 

annually in the Paradox Valley 

Up to 114,000 tons of salt 

controlled annually in Paradox 

Valley 

Up to 171,000 tons of salt 

controlled annually in Paradox 

Valley 

Up to 171,000 tons of salt 

controlled annually in Paradox 

Valley 

Optimize annual cost per ton of 

salt removed 

No salt control in Paradox Valley. Salt controlled at annual cost of $57-

59/ton.  

Salt controlled at annual cost of 

$67/ton.  

Salt controlled at annual cost of 

$63/ton.  

Salt controlled at annual cost of 

$94/ton.  

Avoid and minimize adverse 

impacts on physical, biological, 

social, economic, cultural, and 

tribal resources in affected 

environment 

• Projected salinity increase of 9.2 milligrams 

per liter (mg/L) at Imperial Dam, which 

equates to $0 of economic benefit and 

increase of $23.236 million in economic 

damages in Lower Colorado Basin 

annually.  

• 4,090 acre-feet of water saved in Lake 

Mead annually. 

• No change in ground disturbance. 

• Induced seismicity anticipated, 

though at lower rate than for 

existing well and at greater 

distance to populated areas.  

• Projected salinity reduction of 11.1 

mg/L at Imperial Dam, which 

equates to average economic 

benefit of $27.738 million in 

Lower Colorado Basin annually.  

• 438 acre-feet of water from Lake 

Mead released annually.  

• Permanent placement of 

subsurface facilities in the Dolores 

River Canyon Wilderness Study 

Area (WSA). 

• Minor impacts to eligible Wild and 

Scenic River (WSR) segments with 

a preliminary classification of wild 

and recreational. 

• CWA Section 404 Permit would 

be obtained.  

• In the 440-acre study area, 10 

acres would be temporarily 

disturbed, and 16 total acres would 

be permanently disturbed. 

• Induced seismicity rates 

expected to be the same as  

Area B1.  

• Increased human activity 

may affect Federally 

threatened Gunnison sage-

grouse.  

• Projected salinity, economic 

benefit, and Lake Mead 

water release would be same 

as described for Area B1. 

• Minor impacts to eligible 

WSR segments with a 

preliminary classification of 

recreational. 

• CWA Section 404 Permit 

would be obtained. 

• In the 810-acre study area, 

145 acres would be 

temporarily disturbed, and 7 

total acres would be 

permanently disturbed. 

• Greatest potential of all 

action alternatives to cause 

wildlife mortality, especially 

for migratory birds.  

• Greatest visual impact.  

• 60-acre salt landfill would 

rise 100 feet above the 

ground surface.  

• Greatest indirect impacts on 

cultural resources.  

• Projected salinity reduction 

of 16.7 mg/L at Imperial 

Dam.  

• Average economic benefit 

of $41.658 million in Lower 

Colorado Basin annually.  

• 2,927 acre-feet of water 

from Lake Mead released 

annually. 

 

(Continued on next page) 

• 60-acre salt landfill would rise 

100 feet above ground surface.  

• Projected salinity, economic 

benefit, and Lake Mead water 

release would be same as 

described for Alternative C. 

• Minor impacts to eligible WSR 

segments with a preliminary 

classification of recreational. 

• CWA Section 404 Permit 

would be obtained. 

• In the 480-acre study area, 96 

acres would be temporarily 

disturbed, and 80 acres would 

be permanently disturbed. 
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Goals and Objectives* 
Alternative A: 

No Action 

Alternative B: 

New Deep Injection Well 
Alternative C: 

Evaporation Ponds 

Alternative D: 

Zero-Liquid Discharge 

Technology Area B1 Area B2 

    • Minor impacts to eligible 

WSR segments with a 

preliminary classification of 

recreational. 

• CWA Section 404 Permit 

would be obtained. 

• In the 1,530-acre study area, 

231 acres would be 

temporarily disturbed, and 

600 acres would be 

permanently disturbed. 

 

Minimize the use of 

nonrenewable resources, 

including land and energy 

No energy requirements. 8.1 megawatt hours (MWh) of energy 

use, 920 kilowatts (kW) of electrical 

demand, and 2,000 gallons of 

propane required annually. 

9.8 MWh of energy use, 1,120 

kW of electrical demand, and 

2,500 gallons of propane 

required annually. 

3.1 MWh of energy use, 290 

kW of electrical demand, and 

8,000 gallons of propane 

required annually. 

26,700 MWh of energy use, 4,630 

kW of electrical demand, and 

4,200,000 hundred cubic feet 

(CCF) of natural gas required 

annually. 

Be consistent with existing 

BLM RMPs, where applicable 
• In conformance with both the BLM Tres 

Rios Field Office (TRFO) RMP and 

Uncompahgre Field Office (UFO) RMP.  

• No change in land management or status. 

• In conformance with both the 

TRFO RMP and the UFO RMP.  

• ROW acquisition and/or 

withdrawal of 80 acres of BLM-

administered land would be 

required.  

• In conformance with both 

the TRFO RMP and the 

UFO RMP.  

• ROW acquisition and/or 

withdrawal of 616 acres of 

BLM-administered land 

would be required. 

• An amendment to the UFO 

RMP would be required.  

• ROW acquisition and/or 

withdrawal of 1,300 acres of 

BLM-administered land 

would be required. 

• In conformance with the 

UFO RMP.  

• ROW acquisition and/or 

withdrawal of 267 acres of 

BLM-administered land would 

be required.  

Be in the best interest of the 

public, including considerations 

of health and safety and the 

local community’s desired 

future conditions 

N/A Pending public comment.  Pending public comment. Pending public comment. Pending public comment. 

*While the Goals and Objectives are not requirements, they will be considered during the decision making process. 




