EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The overall goal of Reclamation’s Wetland/Riparian Mitigation and Monitoring Plan has been to
restore a naturally self-sustaining riparian ecosystem within the Mitigation Area (MA) that
supports the best functional conditions that can be practicably established. This mitigation
completion report describes success in meeting both the 95% development milestone for physical
features of wetland/riparian mitigation that must be met before the Animas-La Plata (ALP)
Project can begin operation as well as in meeting the full mitigation requirements for
wetland/riparian and wildlife/upland vegetation mitigation for the ALP Project. Reclamation will
now begin long-term management of the MA to assure resource benefits are protected.

95% Completion of Wetland/Riparian Vegetation Mitigation Physical Features:

1 All lands to mitigate ALP wetland/riparian habitat loss were acquired by Reclamation in

2002, prior to initiation of construction.

All of the (riparian tracts of the) MA have been adequately fenced to prevent livestock

trespass.

All river restoration construction downstream of Long Hollow has been completed and

monitored to ensure the constructed banks, floodplain and plantings are functioning properly.

All river banks outside of the channel restoration segment within the MA have been

monitored to ensure natural recovery is occurring.

100% of tamarisk (Tamarix spp.) and Russian olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia) trees have been

removed from the tree and shrub canopies of the MA. Reclamation has also implemented an

Integrated Vegetation Management Plan (IVMP) for the riparian and riparian buffer areas of

the MA.

VI Planting and re-seeding with desirable species has been accomplished and monitored for the
riparian areas being restored.
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Full Completion of Wetland/Riparian Vegetation Mitigation:

All of the fencing is installed around the (riparian areas in) MA to prevent livestock trespass.
All tamarisk and Russian olive trees will have been removed from the riparian forest-
scrub/shrub (tree and shrub) canopies.

Reclamation has reduced weed infestations to less than 10% areal coverage through the
implementation of an IVMP.

All weed-treated areas within the MA have been re-seeded with desirable herbaceous species
where herbaceous canopy cover has been reduced due to weed treatment activities.

Areas cleared of Russian olives and tamarisks have been revegetated with native vegetation,
emphasizing native cottonwood and willow species.
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Wildlife Habitat and Upland Vegetation Mitigation:

For wildlife and upland vegetation mitigation, Reclamation was required to replace and enhance
2700-2900 acres. Reclamation has acquired almost 6,000 acres, seeded 200 of those acres and
operated two water wells in upland areas for wildlife enhancement purposes. Reclamation has
employed the IVMP for all uplands, including significant weed control efforts. Reclamation has
exceeded the requirements for wildlife/upland vegetation mitigation as set forth in the FSEIS and
is providing for public use where such use does not conflict with mitigation values.
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