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Smallmouth 
Bass Flows

Record of Decision

• Operational Flows (2024-2027)
• Cool mix is the preferred alternative for 2024
• Cool Mix Alternative and the other alternatives 

possible in 2025-2027 (if needed). 



Smallmouth Bass Flows 2024
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• 15.5 C down to River Mile 61

• 133 days of bypass (7/9-11/18) 

• Avoided bypass during peak 
hydropower demand hours 

• 29 days temps exceed 15.5 C (14 
occurred after cool mix started)

• Estimated hydropower cost = ~$18.9 
million

• No YOY smallmouth bass in 2024



LTEMP Process for Experiments

•   Annual Reporting and TWG meetings

• Notification and Consultation to Tribes & PA Parties

• Implementation / Planning Team Recommendation

• DOI decision
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2025 Smallmouth Bass Flow Timeline

• March: Tribal Notification Letters

• April – May:  Weekly Technical Team Meetings

• Supporting Documentation

• Biological expert panel risk assessment questions and answers

• LTEMP SEIS (LTEMP SEIS, review Chapter 3 for effects to resources by 
alternative)

• Draft SMB flow report summarizing 2024 cool mix efforts and results

• Draft technical memo

• SMB screening tool results document



Screening Tool
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2025 Smallmouth Bass Flow Timeline
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• June:  PI Leadership Team Recommendation

• Cool Mix Flow

• Initiated when temperatures exceed 15.5C at RM 30

• Cool Mix would end no later than October 20th

• PI Team will meet regularly during implementation and could recommend 
adjustments to off ramps

• July 3, 2025: Decision to Implement

 



Where are we now?
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2025 (RM 61) – July 5 

2024 (RM 61) – June 23 

Citation:  GCMRC Stream Gage



Where are we now?
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2025 (RM 30) – TBD

2024 (RM 30) – July 10?

Citation:  GCMRC Stream Gage
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QUESTIONS
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