
The Adopt - A-
Beach Repeat 
Photography Project

Still GROWING

Owl Eyes RM 135.1L  3-9-
96

Owl Eyes RM 135.1L  5-14-
96



A collaboration of guides and staff conceived a Citizen Science (volunteer) program to photographically 
document Before /After effects of the BHBF and to track beach changes through the 1996 commercial 
season. 

Initial funding support came from the Grand Canyon Conservation Fund.

110 Mile RM 109.9R  3-23-
1996

110 Mile RM 109.9R  
7-7-1996



Travertine Falls RM 230.6L   7 - 11 - 2013

At end of 2019  AAB has 
16,400+ images in archive, 

monitoring 44 different 
beaches-

With nearly 4000 dated 
records in database









After 13 years of scientific investigation, the Glen Canyon 
Environmental Studies (GCES) Record of Decision 
included the mandate to conduct the first Beach/ Habitat 
Building Flow (BHBF) – now known as a High Flow 
Experiment

Tuckup RM 165.1R 2-29-96

Tuckup RM 165.1R 5-16-96



Analysis

Change/No Change?
If Change:
Improve/Degrade?

Reason(s) for change

Relative to 
Recreational Use:

Tuckup RM 165.1R   9 - 9 - 2018 



Quantitative, 
qualitative..
HFE’s can pile lots of 
sand, but is it useable 
for recreation? 
LTEMP sediment 
resource goals-AAB 
helps to show when 
HFE’s are needed, and 
if they are being 
effective for recreation.  

Lower Nautiloid RM 35.1L



Hot Na Na RM 16.6L    7 - 19 - 2018



Hot Na Na RM 16.6L    7 - 19 - 2018 Hot Na Na  4 – 1 - 2019 



Matkat Hotel RM 148.9 L  
7-26-2014 



Matkat Hotel RM 148.9 L  
4 – 11 -2018 



Shinumo Wash RM 29.4L  4 – 
3 -2015 





Tatahatso RM 37.9L 4-3-
2015







In February 2020, GCMRC 
met with Lynn and Zeke to 
discuss expansion of the 
Adopt-A-Beach online 
presence within the 
GCMRC website.  

• Dedicated Adopt-A-Beach page
• Gallery of all beach photos
• Access to all Reports and Results tables
• Ability to query the database of observations and comments
• Possible increase in funding
• Flash flood report request 

19.4 Mile RM 19.4L  6 – 6 -
2017 



Grapevine RM 81.7L  7 - 17 
-2017

Public data used to initiate 
discussions with passengers
Used by Grand Canyon 
Monitoring and Research 
Center to evaluate beach 
change. 
Used in presentations with NPS 
and Adaptive Management 
Groups to visually express 
erosion through fluctuating 
dam releases.

Results of High Flow Experiments (HFEs) Evaluation of Vegetation Impacts 
on Camping Area Possible rational to slow down ramp rates after HFE.



Fall HFE vs. Spring HFE

Questions?
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