


PLACE OF RED 
ROCKS, PLACE OF 
SOUND

Different Ceremonial Traditions have different names for 
the Canyon.

Plants and Animals are integral Parts of the landscape.

People are part of the Canyon too.

We learn who we are as a people when we understand 
the canyon.



THE NIGHTWAY CEREMONY 
TL’EEJI HATAAL



Bil ahat’iinii  (The Dreamer)



ENGAGING THE 
AUDIENCE

Bil ahat’iinii  (The Dreamer) begins his journey  
near Canyon de Chelly, and continues to various 
places in the greater Southwest and ultimately 
ends up traveling through the canyon on a log 
boat, with his pet turkey.

• The narrative allows to take a glimpse into 
the pre-dam conditions, below and above the 
Glen Canyon Dam

• Fish

• People living along the River

• The damming of the river by natural forces

• Haashchʼééshzhiní (Black God) – Lava Flows



IN TEACHING OUR HISTORY TO OUR CHILDREN 
WE RELY ON OUR OWN NARRATIVES

The stories tell us about the land before 
modern time.

The stories tell us that animals, plants, 
insects, fishes, birds, and all life in the 
canyon contributed to our lifeways.

The stories tell us how to behave, how to live 
our lives, how to treat one another, that we 
are part of a larger, more expansive life cycle.

The stories are relevant in today's life.





THANK YOU

Richard M. Begay

Erik Stanfield

Navajo Nation Heritage and Historic 
Preservation Department

Window Rock, Arizona
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