


  

  

About GCY 

● Flagstaff, AZ Based Nonprofit 
● Established 1998 
● Open to any young person age 10-19 years old 
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What We Do 

➢ Transformative single and 
multi-day river expeditions 
for young people 
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Where We Go 

❖ San Juan River ❖ Verde River ❖ Colorado River 
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Who We Serve 
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GCWhy? 
➢ Mission: Grand Canyon 

Youth offers educational 
outdoor expeditions that 
connect young people to 
the transformative power 
of the rivers and canyons 
of the Southwest. 

➢ Values: 
■ Connection 
■ Adventure 
■ Curiosity 
■ Respect 
■ Intention 
■ Responsibility 
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“I learned that my phone isn’t 
anything compared to the canyon.” 

–GCY Participant 



Funding Overview 

Our Philosophy - Cost is not a barrier to participation 
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Decreasing Barriers to 
Participation 

Distributed over $110,000 in financial aid 
in 2024 alone! 



 Teamwork makes the Dreamwork! 
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Yay Science! 

❖ Learn more by 
reading our blog: 
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2025 Statistics 

❖ GCY Overall: 
➢ 846 youth 
➢ 61 Expeditions 
➢ 4,037 youth user 

days 

❖ Partners in Science 
➢ 4 programs (3 

row, 1 motor) 
➢ 56 youth 
➢ 11 scientists 
➢ All Indigenous 

expedition 
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2025 Recap 
❖ 846 youth on 61 expeditions, total of 4,037 

youth user days 

PIS Stats 

4 Programs 

56 Youth 

11 Scientists 

ALCC 
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I learned that I could do things 
that are difficult and new to 
me.” 

-GCY Participant 



Thank You! 

Questions? 

Emma Wharton 
Executive Director 

Grand Canyon Youth 
emma@gcyouth.org 
(928) 773-7921, ext 3 
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Film by Freshwaters Illustrated 

❖ What You Take Away - A Colorado River Reflection 
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https://vimeo.com/164929241
https://vimeo.com/164929241
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