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Wil this be the Sixth
Year of
Drought in the

Colorado River Basin?
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2000 - 2004



Some Changes

The Summer of 2004 was drier than average but
also cooler than average in the Upper Colorado
River Basin. This after a series of extremely
hot summers.

Precipitation in the basin has been above average in
September and October 2004

Base flows are considerably higher today than a
year ago. 85 % of average vs 50 7% of average

Early stages of an El Nino
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Upper Colorado River Basin Precipitation
January 1999- October 2004

12 month running average
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October 2004 through 10/25/2004 RECLAMATION




Precipitation Grids 03-20-04 ending at 12z - Level 1 Saved
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Qctober 20, 2004
it
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Precipitation Grids 10-21-04 ending at 12z - Level 1 Saved
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Precipitation Grids 10-22-04 ending at 12z - Level 1 Saved




U.S. Drought Monitor °: %%
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infensity: Drought Impact Types;
[ ] DO Abnormally Dry r~' Delineates dominant impacts
|| D1 Drought - Moderate A = Agricultural (crops, pastures,
[ D2 Drought - Severe grasslands)
B D3 Crought - Extreme H = Hydrological (water)
B O4 Drought - Exceptional  (No type = Both impacts)
USDA g9
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions. S ¥ trmoes etiperon cente
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying lext summary
for forecast statements. Released Thursday, October 21, 2004

http:/idrought.unl.edu/dm Author: Rich Tinker, CPC/NCEP/NWS/NOAA
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Unregulated Inflow to Lake Powell
January 1999 - October 2004

7August — September 1999

October 2004 is estimated as of 10/25/2004 RECLAM ATION



Lake Powell Unregulated Inflow
Water year 2004 (and beyond)

| | | | | | |
— 2004 Obhserved

Average Unregulated
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|_ake Powell Capacity

24.3 maf
Live Storage

3,570 ft \ Live Storage
9.2 maf
38 % of capacity

3,490 ft Min Power
Pool Elevation

3,370 ft Dead Pool Elevation

Not to scale October 25, 2004 RECLAMATION




Oct-04
Nov-04
Dec-04
Jan-05
Feb-05
Mar-05
Apr-05
May-05
Jun-05
Jul-05
Aug-05
Sep-05

Glen Canyon Dam WY 2005 Releases in TAF

Current Operation AMWG Aug 11 AMWG Aug 11
October Experimental Flow Experimental Flow
24 month Study Proposal Proposal

no fish flows fish flows with fish flows without
BHBF January sediment trigger sediment trigger
2 day November no November
high flow event high flow event

492 492
684 476
600 600
792 792
723 723
807 807
500 600
600 600
800 800
866 920
866 920
500 500

WY Volume 8230 8230
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USGS 09382000 PARIA RIVER AT LEES FERRY, AZ

2000, 0
1000, O

100, 0

Discharge, cubic feet per second

Sep 15 Sep 16 Sep 17 Sep 18 Sep 19 Sep 20 Sep 21 Sep 22
DATES: 0951572004 Lo 097222004 12315

EXPLANATION
— DISCHARGE
&£ HEDIAH DAILY STREAHRFLOH BASED OH 80 YEARS OF RECORD

Provisional Data Subject to Revision
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USGS 09382000 PARIA RIVER AT LEES FERRY, AZ
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Oct 18 Oct 19 Oct 20 Oct 21 Ockt 22 Oct 23 Oct 24 Octkt 25
DATES: 1071872004 o 1072572004 08B:=15
EXPLAHATION

— DISCHARGE
&£ HEDIAH DAILY STREAHRFLOH BASED OH 80 YEARS OF RECORD

Provisional Data Subject to Revision
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Projected

—m— Historic / Most Probable
—e— Maximum Probable
—a— Minimum Probable
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