
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 4 
Consultation and Coordination 

4.0 INTRODUCTION 

This chapter details the consultation and 
coordination between Reclamation and other 
State, Federal, and local agencies; Native 
American tribes; and the public in preparation 
of the SDEIS and the draft EIS published in 
1998, which this SDEIS updates and 
supplements.  Throughout the EIS process 
dating back to 1990, input has been actively 
solicited from a broad range of public 
constituencies as part of the ongoing public 
involvement process.  Comments and 
involvement in the planning for, and 
preparing of, the Narrows Project generally 
were sought through two broad efforts: 
communication and consultation with a 
variety of Federal, State, and local agencies; 
Native American tribes; and interest groups; 
and the formal SDEIS scoping process and 
comment process, both of which invited input 
from the general public. 

4.1 SUMMARY OF INTERAGENCY 
COORDINATION 1996–2003 

In 1996, Reclamation invited a number of 
State and Federal agencies to become 
cooperating agencies in preparation of the 
DEIS. The two agencies that agreed to 
become cooperating agencies for the 
EIS process, including this SDEIS, are the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest 
Service and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. In addition to these two agencies, 
the following agencies had representation on 
the interdisciplinary team led by Reclamation 
that prepared the DEIS published in 1998: 

♦	 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

♦	 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

♦	 Utah Division of Wildlife Resources 

♦	 Utah Division of Water Quality 

♦	 U.S. Department of the Interior, Office of 
the Solicitor 

♦	 Sanpete Water Conservancy District 

Reclamation hosted periodic cooperating 
agency meetings and interdisciplinary team 
meetings throughout preparation of the DEIS 
and this SDEIS to ensure that all of the 
agencies were informed of, and involved in, 
the issues and analyses related to the SDEIS.   

4.2 CONSULTATION 

Consultation was conducted as needed with 
agencies or experts that provided information 
for preparation of the DEIS published in 1998 
and the SDEIS. 

4.2.1 Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act 

Reclamation consulted with the Service on 
fish and wildlife resources and habitats that 
would be affected by the Narrows Project.  A 
Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act Report 
was prepared by the Service. As a result of 
continued consultation regarding project 
impacts to fish and wildlife, Reclamation 
requested an updated Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act Report from the Service 
(appendix D).  In 2006, the Service verified 
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that this report was still current and did not 
require updating. 

4.2.2 Endangered Species Act  
of 1973 

Reclamation consulted with the Service 
regarding potential project impacts to 
threatened and endangered species. A list of 
species that could occur in the project area 
was received from the Service.  Reclamation 
submitted a biological assessment to the 
Service. The Service then issued a biological 
opinion. Consultation was re-initiated by 
Reclamation as a result of critical habitat 
designation. The Service then issued an 
amended biological opinion for the Narrows 
Project. Consultation was again re-initiated 
by Reclamation after the discovery of 
Colorado pikeminnow in the lower Price 
River. Subsequently, Reclamation submitted 
an amended biological assessment to the 
Service analyzing this new information.  
Reclamation received a biological opinion 
from the Service August 24, 2000.    

4.2.3 National Historic 
Preservation Act 

Reclamation consulted with the Utah SHPO 
on cultural resources that may be affected by 
the Narrows Project. A letter from 
Reclamation was sent to the SHPO on 
September 10, 1997, requesting a review of 
the cultural resource-related environmental 
commitments contained in the DEIS to 
determine the adequacy of the commitments 
in complying with Section 106 
responsibilities. SHPO concurred with the 
adequacy of Reclamation’s environmental 
commitments in a letter dated September 16, 
1997 (appendix F). 

4.2.4 Tribal Consultations 

In (1996), Reclamation initiated consultation 
under various cultural resource laws, 
Executive orders, and regulations with the 
following tribes:  the Southern Ute Tribe, the 
Ute Mountain Tribe, the Ute Tribe of the 
Uintah and Ouray Reservation, the Northwest 
Band Shoshone Tribe, the Wind River 
Shoshone Tribe, the Hopi Tribe, the Paiute 
Indian Tribe of Utah, the Kaibab Paiute 
Tribe, the Pueblo of Nambe, the Pueblo of 
Zia, the Pueblo of Laguna, and the Pueblo of 
Zuni. Consultation with interested tribes has 
been an ongoing process and included a 
briefing on the DEIS for the Ute Tribe of the 
Uintah and Ouray Reservation Business 
Council and a field visit with representatives 
of the Wind River Shoshone Tribe.  None of 
the tribes expressed concerns regarding either 
traditional cultural properties or sacred sites 
within the area of potential effect. 

4.3 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND 
SCOPING 

The scoping process for this SDEIS was 
conducted by Reclamation beginning in 
November 2003 to provide the general public, 
organizations, State and local governments, 
and affected Federal agencies an opportunity 
to identify issues and concerns they believe 
should be studied early in preparation of the 
SDEIS. “Scoping” is the public involvement 
process required by the Council on 
Environmental Quality regulations to help 
Federal agencies determine issues and 
alternatives analyzed in the SDEIS.  Results 
of the scoping meetings and comments 
received during the scoping process were 
used to establish the scope of the SDEIS and 
focus the environmental analysis on the 
important issues and concerns. 

The original scoping process for the Narrows 
Project began with scoping meetings held at 
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Fairview and Price, Utah, on October 3 and 4, 
1990, respectively. Notice of the scoping 
meetings was given through a Federal 
Register Notice dated September 7, 1990, and 
through a news release dated September 24, 
1990. In addition, 32 letters were sent to 
State and Federal agencies and environmental 
groups giving notice of the meetings.  Three 
newspapers—the Salt Lake Tribune, the 
Mt. Pleasant Pyramid, and the Sun 
Advocate—published articles regarding the 
project and the upcoming scoping meetings.  
Concerned citizens were encouraged to attend 
the scoping meetings or express their 
concerns in writing. 

After the 1995 Record of Decision was 
rescinded, a new DEIS was prepared 
beginning in 1996 and was published in 1998. 
Comments were received on that DEIS (and 
public hearings were held to receive 
comments); those comments were analyzed 
and responded to, and the 1998 DEIS was 
revised based on input from those comments.  
Since a decision was made in 2003 to prepare 
this SDEIS in lieu of publishing a FEIS based 
on the 1998 DEIS, it should be noted that this 
SDEIS does capture revisions made earlier 
based on public comments and input. 

After the decision was made to prepare this 
SDEIS, public meetings to inform the public 
and share information were held in Price and 

Manti, Utah, in September 2003.  On 
November 25, 2003, a Federal Register 
Notice was published to serve official notice 
that Reclamation intended to prepare a 
supplemental draft environmental impact 
statement for the Narrows Project.  
Comments received in response to the 
Federal Register Notice were taken into 
consideration, along with all prior public 
comments related to this project in preparing 
the SDEIS. 

Section 1.3 provides further information on 
the scoping process for this SDEIS. 

4.4 DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY 

Those who were on the mailing list for the 
1998 DEIS, or who asked to be added to the 
mailing list in response to the November 
2003 Notice of Intent to Prepare a SDEIS, 
will be provided with a copy of this 
document, along with other environmental 
groups; Federal, State, and local government 
agencies; and other interested parties.  
Approximately 425 notifications of the 
SDEIS have been mailed to interested 
agencies, organizations, and individuals.  The 
SDEIS is available online at 
www.usbr.gov/uc/envdocs/index.html#eis. 
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