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palexander
Typewritten Text

palexander
Typewritten Text

palexander
Typewritten Text

palexander
Typewritten Text

palexander
Typewritten Text

palexander
Text Box
Question: Many times mitigation is dependent on available funding. Is there any indication that the SWCD will be able to afford the land purchases they mentioned to implement the mitigation. It seems that costs of land will go up. 
Statement: It seems that this document has bullet proofed many of the objections from the past. Again, I'm concerned that the costs have gone up for the various mitigation actions and that they may not be able to implement all of them. If that is the case, there would be objections in many areas. 
Statement: There were evaluations of social effects to Sanpete County if this project were not to take place but not Carbon County (drinking water). I realize it has been legally determined that the water is Sanpete's, but shouldn't you still show effects. 
The cost for building the recreation sites seems very low. They would need at least 10 toilets at $20,000 a piece, some sort of tank for holding water or a water system that would cost approximately $300,000, fencing around the campground to keep cows out and fencing around the reservoir shore to protect the “new wetlands” and prevent motorized travel to the shores (around $300,000), trails leading to Skyline, and around the reservoir for motorized travel (probably in the neighborhood of several hundred thousand dollars) the cost for the facilities and interpretive information they would need to add the cost of gravel or cement padding for the facilities (tables, fire rings, pathways to facilities). It just seems that the cost of developing a facility this size would cost more that estimated. The question is : Will this be part of the loan or does SWCD come up with the funds AND can they apply for additional funds? Question: If this campsite is turned into a fee area, would the forest service retain those fees for operation of the site  - would SWCD retain the fees? 
Author: michaeldavis Subject: Sticky Note Date: 5/28/2010 12:14:35 PM 
Rod Player -here are a couple of concerns: Much of the Fish and Wildlife data is more than 20 years old which leads one to wonder if it is still valid. 
Proposed mitigations on National Forest System lands would require additional site specific NEPA analysis. For example improving riparian areas in Pondtown, Upper Fish Creek would require site-specific NEPA. SWCD needs to fund this analysis and implementation. I fear that because additional NEPA is required SWCD will opt to have mitigations at locations off of the National Forest. From the beginning the Forest has maintained that mitigations should be “in place and in kind”. While some of the proposed mitigations meet this criterion many do not. 
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Sticky Note
MigrationConfirmed set by palexander
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palexander
Text Box
The existing Narrows Tunnel, managed by the Cottonwood Creek Irrigation Company, would be rehabilitated at some future date
with other funding, because the Cottonwood Creek Irrigation Company could not risk complete collapse and failure of the tunnel.


palexander
Sticky Note
MigrationConfirmed set by palexander

palexander
Text Box
Paragraph break
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palexander
Text Box
This document is 16 years old. Was it reviewed to see if all of the information was still accurate and pertinent? 
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palexander
Text Box
What data is this statement based on? From what years? 
Why does this information not include more recent data? This data is 8 years old. 
So, what does the data from 2000 to 2010 say? 
Again, same comment as above, this information should include all recent data that's available. 
What years of data is this statement summarizing? 
Again, same comment about recent info. 
This data is 30 years old! 
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palexander
Text Box
What year's of data does this include?
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palexander
Text Box
Wouldn't this also include reductions to the municipal water supply for Helper and Price? 
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palexander
Text Box
, but would be a cumulatively negative impact to stream aquatic resources. 
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palexander
Text Box
Isn't there any more recent data? This is almost 30 years old. 
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palexander
Text Box
Wouldn't this also include reductions to the municipal water supply for Helper and Price? 
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palexander
Text Box
, but would be a cumulatively negative impact to stream aquatic resources. 
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palexander
Text Box
Why isn't the data from the last 5 years considered?  Surely this data is available.
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5-19 
5-20 

palexander
Text Box
What years were studied? 


palexander
Text Box
How much is a slight increase? 


palexander
Text Box
The paragraph above talks about the changes in flushing rate and the implications, which seems to imply that there is a change 
due to the flushing rate. 


palexander
Text Box
Where are these protection zones described? What activities are allowed or restricted? Are these things analyzed in this 
document? 


palexander
Text Box
who's judgement? 


palexander
Text Box
I thought phosphorus was the limiting factor. That coupled with the 5% increase in critical low flushing rates certainly seems like 
it's more than a slight degradation. 
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palexander
Text Box
Further explain these sentences. 
Explain further what this means. Is this part of the proposed action or not? 
Are both of these scenarios analyzed in the document? This seems rather speculative. 
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palexander
Text Box
They might not be unique, but we don't have a lot of wetland habitat, so they are important due in part to their rarity. 
Describe what this means. 
When was the data collected? 
Where is this described? Is this modification sufficiently described, so that the short and long-term impacts from these modifications can also be analyzed? 
This doesn't seem possible. The stream channel will be narrowed and the water concentrated in the narrower stream but yet the riparian area associated with the wider channel would still receive enough water to be maintained? I hope there is some data to back this statement up. 
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5-26 

palexander
Text Box
Does this really reflect all of the disturbance? What about vehicle access routes during construction? 
There is a 2009 SCORP. Why is the 1992 version being used? This information is outdated. 
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palexander
Text Box
Why wasn't the entire area inventoried? How can an assessment of the impacts to cultural resources be made if the entire APE 
hasn't been surveyed? 
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palexander
Text Box
Again, how can a decision be made with incomplete information? Has SHPO been consulted with? 
Where is the discussion on the water needs in Carbon County. This section focuses on Sanpete County's needs and shortages, 
what about the agricultural and municipal needs for Carbon County? 
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5-29 

palexander
Text Box
This contradicts the information on S-28 and S-29 under S-3.10. 
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5-30 

palexander
Text Box
What is the basis for this determination? Need to know what science was used to reach this conclusion. 
Wasn't dam failure brought up as a public safety issue? 
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palexander
Text Box
Is this data from 199? If so, it needs to be updated to reflect any land slides in the last 19 years and current information on the 
other slides identified. 
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palexander
Text Box
Doesn't the previous column state that the tunnel capacity would be 60cfs? If the capacity is 60 cfs, then how could the tunnel handle 100 cfs? 
An average year comparing data from when to when? Is there not a more recent average year than one from 40+years ago? 
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palexander
Text Box
What about the Endangered Species Act? Migratory Bird Treaty Act and associated executive order? 
How is it possible to have no adverse impacts on wetlands? 
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palexander
Text Box
What happened between 2003 and 2010? 
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5-36 

palexander
Text Box
Why isn't the use in Carbon County also included, since that's where the water is currently used? 
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palexander
Text Box
I think that you are going to have some apposition to this. There are tons of fishing and recreational opportunities nearby. What 
makes this one different? 
Where is the discussion related to impacts to supply-demand for Carbon County? 
Use the 2009 SCORP information. 
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Text Box
What about SR-31? 
I did not see any evaluations on the possible new route for SR-264 or an analysis to allow the granting of an easement. Who is going to grant the easement? 
We won't need to do NEPA to make the changes to the allotments. We can change boundaries, grazing systems, etc as permit administration 
General note - it appears that you have to many issues and it seems like some of them could have been eliminated from analysis by the incorporation of design features. 
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Text Box
A map is needed to show the location of federal and private land that will be impacted by this alternative. 
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Text Box
Who is going to inspect the dam and be responsible for dam safety and compliance with maintenance etc. 
Who will manage the recreation facilities going forward? Where will the fees from the recreation facilities go? 
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Text Box
Will this level of flow support the fisheries? 
It isn't clear what this is a mitigation for and how it mitigates the problem. The FS would expect to see more discussion on what the problem is, why its a problem and how the mitigation relieves the problem. 
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Text Box
Is the acquisition of the additional private land essential to the success of the project? If so what happens if the 
land is not acquired? 
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Text Box
Majority of segments are not on forest lands. Mileage equal to that must be restored or enhanced on adjacent NFS lands 
BOR and SWCD must make sure that levels are sufficient to support fish populations. 
Provide additional flow doesn't mitigate for de-watering other land on the national forest. 
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Text Box
How does this mitigate for wetlands lost on forest lands? These wetlands are on state land. 
Need to coordinate with the Forest especially if any habitat work takes place on the forest 
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5-48 

palexander
Text Box
What year(s) is it assumed that construction would occur? The way I read this table, it sounds like the construction costs are for 
construction from 2006-2008. If that's true then these costs need to be updated to reflect inflation and costs for the year in the 
future when construction is expected to begin. 
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Text Box
these acres are not on forest service lands 
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Text Box
What's the anticipated date for having all of these improvements that are currently in the works completed? 
If this statement is true, then it should be analyzed as part of the no action alternative and the analysis should be changed to 
reflect this information. In other words, the short-fall needed is significantly reduced from what has been analyzed. 




Appendix H
 

C
om

m
ents and R

esponses   

H
-71 

 
 

palexander
Text Box
See my comment above. The alternatives and existing condition information need to be revised to reflect this. 
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Text Box
How is this number known if the entire area has not been surveyed? 
What's the change for Carbon County? 
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Text Box
Why wasn't a revision completed for this document? It's been 11 years since the last revision and there have been changes since then. Was the FWS contacted? If so, did they concur that a revision wasn't needed? 
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Text Box
Where are your citations for this data? Does this reflect the most recent surveys? 
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5-53 
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Text Box
Where is the citation for this information? 
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Text Box
It appears that there wasn't a survey done to identify springs and other ground water resources. 
Are there concerns or needs to address water rights by private citizens and the Forest Service? 
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Text Box
How will this increase effect fish and macoinvertebrates in Cottonwood? Need some more data to support this. 
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Text Box
The San Pitch River does support Utah species of concern (S. leethcuside chub) which is a FS R4 sensitive species 
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Text Box
Whose data is this and when was it taken? 
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5-59 
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Text Box
What fish populations reside in these creeks? 
How do you know that this will be sufficient? What research are you basing this statement on? 
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Text Box
How can the surveys continue to be so inadequate? We have gone from 100 acres to 71 acres to 89 acres. Which one is it? 
What will be the reasoning or logic that we use to choose the number of acres that will be mitigated? 
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Text Box
Not on FS lands - this will not benefit the Forest Service System Lands. It will instead benefit the state of Utah. 
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Comments 62, 63, and part of 64 begin here due to lack of space on page 3-81.
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palexander
Text Box
The third sentence suggests that an MOA will be developed only if historic properties will be adversely affected by the project. Yet many of the proposed protocols to be included in such an MOA include the types of things one would do to identify those historic properties in the first place (such as survey protocols). Are you proposing to do an MOA to cover all actions on the project relating to cultural resources, to be signed at the beginning of the whole Section 106 process, or just an MOA if historic properties are going to be adversely affected? 
Would you want to include Native American Tribes as potential signatories on the MOA? 
 


palexander
Text Box
The document assumes that the 1979 survey of the main reservoir impoundment area conducted by Dames and Moore meets current site identifications standards. Their report states that the survey was conducted in 15 m intervals, which is less than the 10 m intervals suggested by the Utah State Historic Preservation Office for complete survey coverage.  
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5-63   
 
5-64 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-65 

palexander
Text Box
Most of all, they are unclear on specifically what criteria they used to identify a “site.” They state that, “The latter [a site] refers to an identifiable locus of historic or prehistoric human activity within a reasonably bounded area” (Singer 1979:5). They found several areas with relative concentrations of flakes (see Figure 2 in Singer 1979:7). It is possible that if these areas were revisited, they might meet more recent standards for site identification and actually be documented as archaeological sites. 


palexander
Text Box
As a result, we would recommend that selected areas of the previously surveyed impound area be resurveyed for cultural resources in order to meet today's site identification standards. These could be limited to areas above 42SP97 and the high terrace areas shown in Figure 2 (Singer 1979:7) in which denser areas of isolated artifacts were found. 
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Text Box
We also make this recommendation based on the fact that at least two possible Paleo-Indian tools were found during the 1979 survey; one tool at both 42SP95 and 42SP97 (see Singer 1979:12-13). The Wasatch Plateau is known to contain buried archaeological deposits that date to this very early and archaeologically important time period (c. 10,000-8,000 years ago).
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Text Box
Specifically, the Huntington Mammoth (which was scavenged by Paleo-Indian hunters) was recovered intact in a buried context at a similar elevation about 5 miles to the south. As a result, even small sites which might have been missed during the initial survey may be archaeologically important because they may contain additional Paleo-Indian materials (or important materials from later time periods). 
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Text Box
It is possible for the Joes Valley area to have a magnitude 6.5 to 7. 
Major Wasatch Front Earthquake More Likely Than Originally Thought 
A major earthquake striking the Wasatch Front is not a question of if, but when. A new study suggests that one may be more likely than previously thought. The study, soon to be published in the February edition of the Journal of Geophysical Research, estimates a 30 percent probability of a magnitude 7 or larger earthquake in the Wasatch Front region in 100 years. Using an alternative calculation considering new fault trenching results by the Utah Geological Survey, the study estimates a probability of such an earthquake on the Wasatch fault in Salt Lake City alone may be as high as 57 percent in 100 years. 

palexander
Text Box
J.P. McCalpin of GEO-HAZ Consulting, Inc., Estes Park, Colorado, and S.P. Nishenko, research associate at the University of Colorado Natural Hazards Research Center in Boulder conducted the research. "This is dramatic new information," says Dr. Les Youd, Chairman of the Utah Seismic Safety Commission. "We don't wish to appear to be alarmists, but this study suggests that we are at greater risk than previously thought. We feel so strongly about this information we thought it best to have one of the authors present the results of the study directly to the commission." S.P Nishenko addressed the Utah Seismic Safety Commission during its regular meeting on January 16, 1996. 
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palexander
Text Box
General comment: do you want to explicitly add a statement similar to, “Conduct consultation on project effects with interested Native American Tribes, as part of Section 106 of NHPA Consultation” to the list of commitments? It might help clearly document that you will be doing this aspect of Section 106 compliance. This might be helpful both to Tribes and any others who read the EIS who have an interest in making sure this aspect of Section 106 compliance is completed. 
Again, we would recommend adding a statement to the effect of “[inventory any of the] high site potential areas within the area previously surveyed in 1979, to make sure that the entire project cultural resource inventory meets current site identification standards.” 
FYI…..as you probably know, the Narrows Tunnel was constructed in 1968. As such, it is not old enough (and not historically important enough) to be considered for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places until 2018. 
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STATE AGENCIES 
 

9. Utah Department of Transportation, Monet Aldridge, P.E., 
Region 4, Preconstruction Engineer 

10. Utah Division of Water Quality, John Harja, Director, Public  
Lands Coordination Office 

11. Utah Farm Bureau Federation, Leland J. Hogan, President 
12. Utah General State Senate, 2009, Resolution,  Ralph Okerlund, 

Sponsor 
13. Utah State House of Representatives,  Representative Bradley Daw,  

District 60 
14. Utah State House of Representatives,  Representative Kay L. McIff, 

District 70 
15. Utah State House of Representatives,  Representative Michael 

Morley, District 66 
16. Utah State House of Representatives, Representative Bill Wright,  

District 68 
17. Utah State Engineers Office, David Marble, P.E.,  Assistant Utah 

State Engineer – Dam Safety 
18. Utah State Senate, Senator John L. Valentine, District 14 
19. Utah State Senate, Ralph Okerlund, District 24 
20. Utah State University Agriculture Extension, Matthew Palmer,  

Utah State Agriculture Extension Agent, Sanpete County 
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10. UTAH DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY, JOHN HARJA, DIRECTOR, PUBLIC  
LANDS COORDINATION OFFICE 
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11. UTAH FARM BUREAU FEDERATION, LELAND J. HOGAN, PRESIDENT 
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12. UTAH GENERAL STATE SENATE, 2009, RESOLUTION,  
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12-1 



Appendix H 
Comments and Responses 

 
 

H-115 

  



State Agencies 
 
 
 

H-116 

  



Appendix H 
Comments and Responses 

 
 

H-117 

13. UTAH STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,  
REPRESENTATIVE BRADLEY DAW, DISTRICT 60 
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REPRESENTATIVE KAY L. MCIFF, DISTRICT 70 

  

14-1 



Appendix H 
Comments and Responses 

 
 

H-119 

15. UTAH STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,  
REPRESENTATIVE MICHAEL MORLEY, DISTRICT 66 
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16. UTAH STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
REPRESENTATIVE BILL WRIGHT, DISTRICT 68 
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17. UTAH STATE ENGINEERS OFFICE, DAVID MARBLE, P.E.,  
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18. UTAH STATE SENATE, SENATOR JOHN L. VALENTINE, DISTRICT 14 
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19. UTAH STATE SENATE, RALPH OKERLUND, DISTRICT 24 
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20. UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY AGRICULTURE EXTENSION, MATTHEW PALMER, 
UTAH STATE AGRICULTURE EXTENSION AGENT, SANPETE COUNTY 
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