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IN100-1 Comments noted.
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1 IN101-1 Comment noted.  The original ALP Project would have involved depletions
from the Animas River that would have been contrary to limits placed under
the RPA of the FWS under the ESA.
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1 IN102-1 Refer to General Comment No. 8 for a discussion of the project’s effects on
rafting and kayaking.
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IN102-2 Comment noted.
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IN103-1 Although there are five reservoirs within a 50-mile radius of Durango,
Colorado, Reclamation believes that the proposed reservoir would have at
least moderate visitation based on an increasing demand for reservoir-related
recreation opportunities (both nationwide and in the State of Colorado), and
the limited number of developed campsites in the area surrounding Ridges
Basin.  It is thus expected that visitation would reach an estimated 218,400
user days annually.  The estimated number of user days for Ridges Basin
Reservoir was first calculated in the 1996 FSFES, the method used to obtain
those numbers is provided in Appendix G, Volume 1 of the document.  Since
the surface area of the proposed reservoir is approximately one-third the size
of the reservoir proposed in 1996, it has been assumed for the purposes of
this analysis that the estimated number of user days is one-third less than
proposed in 1996.  Estimates included in the FSEIS take into consideration a
proportional reduction in the number of camping units, picnic areas, parking
stalls, boat ramps, and other facilities that could potentially be constructed
under Refined Alternative 4.

IN103-2 Comment noted.  Potential impacts to the environment, as well as mitigation
to avoid or minimize impacts, were evaluated for several alternatives.  The
Preferred Alternative is recommended because it offers, on balance, the least
overall environmental impacts of these alternatives.

IN103-3 The purpose of providing a conservation pool within the reservoir in order to
maintain a recreational fishery resource was in response to a request from a
significant number of people residing within the general project area.  It was
not intended to be part of the Colorado Ute Tribes’ water settlement.  Once
this additional water is introduced within the reservoir basin, the only
additional pumping required in the future would be to replace small
evaporative losses.

IN103-4 Comment noted.

IN103-5 Refined Alternative 6 was developed from the original Alternative 6 in order
to enhance its ability to meet the project purpose and need.  It was evaluated
on a comparable basis with Refined Alternative 4 in the FSEIS.
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IN104-1 Refer to General Comment No. 5 for bioaccumulation concerns, No. 9 for
endangered species concerns, and No. 11 for elk migration. In order to meet
the water rights claims, some form of water storage is necessary in this
region. A dam and reservoir are proposed to provide this storage in a location
off of the mainstem of the Animas River to avoid the impacts you discuss.
The ALP Project is proposed as the Congressional mandated settlement of
outstanding water rights claims of the Colorado Ute Tribes. It will provide
significant opportunities for future Tribal development. 
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IN105-1 Existing storage at Navajo, McPhee, Vallecito and Lemon Reservoirs were
considered, and found to lack sufficient capacity to meet ALP Project needs. 
This evaluation is contained in Chapter 2 of the FSEIS.
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IN106-1 No dam or reservoir is proposed for the Animas River.  Refer to General
Comment No. 15.  Refined Alternative 6 addresses the idea of using existing
storage to meet ALP Project demands. There is insufficient capacity to meet
all demands from Navajo Reservoir, especially in light of the requirement to
deliver water to meet needs of endangered fish downstream. While Navajo
Reservoir could meet some of the demands for the ALP Project, it is at the
expense of future planned depletions in New Mexico. 
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IN107-1 The recreational facilities identified in Refined Alternative 4 were added in
response to comments received at public scoping meetings to the effect that
there was a desire to provide such facilities. Flat water recreation on the
reservoir is not intended to replace the river recreation lost. The project has
been designed to minimize river recreation losses and to mitigate them.  Please
refer to General Comment No. 9 for a further discussion of river recreation
impacts. 

IN107-2 Both structural and non-structural solutions to providing for the purpose and
need of the ALP Project have been evaluated in detail from the standpoint of
economics, environmental impacts, and ability to be implemented. Based on
this detailed analysis, Refined Alternative 4 was determined to provide the best
overall solution for resolving the water rights claims of the Colorado Ute Tribes.

IN107-3 Refer to General Comment No. 8 for a discussion of impacts to whitewater
recreation on the Animas River. There would be less than significant impacts
to commercial rafting, stream fishing, and organized/competitive events.
While the impacts to the quality of boating experiences would be potentially
significant because of project facilities, significant loss of recreational
opportunities (e.g., past times and tourism) would not occur. In addition, the
proposed mitigation  measures would be initiated to lessen the potential
impacts.

IN107-4 Noise generated during operation of the Durango Pumping Plant would be
reduced to minimal levels within the site boundary. As a result of existing
noise sources within the area (including the noise of flowing water in the river
and traffic on nearby roadways) it is expected that pumping plant noise would
be subordinate to these other noise sources, and would not contribute to
increased noise levels in the area. However, due to the presence of Santa Rita
(formerly, Gateway) Park and use of the river as a place of relative solitude, it
is recognized that even a slight increase in noise could be considered adverse
by park and river users. As such, the analysis has resulted in a determination
of “potentially significant" to recognize this unlikely, but possible, impact. 

IN107-5 There have been a number of detailed socio-economic analyses completed on
this project, all of which indicate a positive impact to the local economy.
While a high percentage of income to Durango is derived from tourism, there
is no indication this approaches near 80% of all revenue.  With respect to the
impacts to the rafting industry, please refer to General Comment No. 8 for a
discussion of the potential impacts to recreation from the project. As discussed
in Chapter 3.12 of the FSEIS, this would be an average loss of $67,675 per
year to the  commercial rafting industry. To put this amount into perspective,
the estimated county-wide direct base income from tourism receipts in 1999
was  $130,000,000. The impact due to loss of commercial rafting user days on
the tourism receipts of the county would be less than 0.01%. It is estimated
that the physical construction of Ridges Basin and support structures will have
a seven-year build out period and will create 878 direct, indirect and induced
jobs (see Chapter 3.12).  Based on the size of the local labor force, and the
amount of workers who would be involved in the construction of the ALP
Project, there would be a potential for an approximate 3.65% increase in the
local labor force.  Reclamation does not believe this will result in significant
stresses to local social services. 
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IN107-6 The proposed Ridges Basin Reservoir will have periods of drawdown, where
shoreline and bottom will be exposed. This situation, however, is similar to
that which occurs on other reservoirs throughout the west. The drawdown
that occurs every summer at Vallecito and Ridgeway reservoirs are good
examples. Recreation use projections were made incorporating these annual
water level fluctuations. The size of the Ridges Basin area will be large
enough to accomodate diverse, dispersed recreation users. 

6

IN107-7 Comment noted. Refer to the significance criteria that we have established for
each impact in determining the relative significance. For example, noise
impacts and their significance are set forth in Chapter 3.1.7 of the FSEIS.

INDIVIDUALS IN107

Monique M Scobey
Page IN-184



1 IN108-1 Refer to General Comment No. 1 for a discussion of the need for a benefit-
cost analysis.
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IN109-1 Comment noted. Please refer to General Comment No. 2 for a discussion of
project costs.
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IN110-1 Comments noted.  The recommendation of the Preferred Alternative which
includes Ridges Basin and structural components, over the non-structural
alternative, was made after an objective evaluation of the project purpose and
need, and the best way to reliably meet those needs, with a minimum of
environmental, social, and engineering impacts.  Refer to General Comment Nos.
2 and 3.
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IN111-1 Comment noted. 

IN111-2 Several alternative reservoir sites and locations for diversions were evaluated in
Section 2.4.2 of the FSEIS. None, however, met the requirements of the project
purpose and need, including a storage site on the Southern Ute Indian Tribe
reservation.  No diversions from the La Plata or Mancos rivers are possible to
meet the water needs of the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe due to the flow realities of
these two streams.

IN111-3 The federal government wouldbear the cost of relocation of utilities required by
the filling of Ridges Basin. These costs would then be charged back to the
project beneficiaries.

IN111-4 CR211 would be relocated north of the Ridges Basin Reservoir, and would
follow the contours of the land along the edge of the reservoir. It would be
designed as a two-lane, gravel road to reduce traffic speeds and the potential for
wildlife-traffic accidents.  The relocation of CR211 is further discussed in
Sections 3.15.3 and 5.4.5.

IN111-5 Naturally occurring high water flows during spring runoff is the mechanism for
flushing silt buildup from the Animas River downstream. This will not be
altered by the operation of the Durango Pumping Plant. See Table 3-2.4 for
information on the changes in flow by month anticipated as a result of the
operation of the pumping plant.

IN111-6 The silt load in the Animas River generally increases during the runoff period.
The Durango Pumping Plant is designed to pump both clean water and
entrained silt during operation in these periods of high silt loading. There would
be little or no effect on the silt concentration in the Animas River downstream
of the pumping plant as a result.

IN111-7 No water deliveries to dry side farmers are planned under the current ALP
Project. 
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IN112-1 Comments noted.
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1 IN113-1 Comments noted.
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IN114-1 The Preferred Alternative, Refined Alternative 4, will satisfy the water right
claims of the Colorado Ute Tribes. The ALP Project is now an M&I only
project and the projected water uses are considered to be non-binding on the
Colorado Ute Tribes. They may or may not decide to use their water for
development and coal fired power plants. Refer to General Comment No. 6
for further discussion.

IN114-2 The costs of the ALP Project will be allocated to the beneficaries of the
project. Attachment E of the FSEIS identifies these beneficiaries and
provides a preliminary allocation of project costs. The City of Durango will
only pay for the water from the ALP Project to which they subscribe.

IN114-3 Numerous alternatives have been evaluated and Refined Alternative 4 was
determined to be the most reliable and least environmentally damaging.

IN114-4 The Preferred Alternative, Refined Alternative 4, is less environmentally
damaging than the non-structural alternative of Refined Alternative 6. These
results are discussed in Chapters 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the FSEIS.

IN114-5 The water developed by the ALP Project will benefit the Colorado Ute
Tribes, communities in the Durango area, and communities in the San Juan
Basin of New Mexico. Mitigation measures will be taken for the
environmental impacts of the ALP Project.
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IN115-1 Comment noted.

IN115-2 The Ridges Basin Dam Geologic Design Data Report identified and
investigated an abandoned coal mine downstream along the lower right
abutment.  The mine would be further investigated and properly sealed, if
necessary, as part of the dam construction project.  However, results of the
geologic investigations at the proposed Ridges Basin Dam site have
concluded that conditions are suitable for design and construction of an
embankment dam.
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IN115-3 The potential impacts to these and other cultural resources have been
surveyed and coordination with the Historic Preservation Office is now
underway. Refer to Section 3.9 for a discussion of cultural resources.

IN115-4 The amount of lands that could be gravity irrigated within the Animas River
floodplain by the Colorado Ute Tribes would not meet the obligations of the
federal government under the Settlement Act.
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