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Background 
In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Council on 
Environmental Quality (CEQ), and the Department of the Interior (DOI) regulations 
implementing NEPA, the Bureau of Reclamation, Provo Area Office (Reclamation) completed 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) and prepared a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 
for the Farson/Eden Salinity Control Project, Eden Canal, E-5 & E-6 Laterals (E-5 Project). The 
EA and subsequent FONSI (dated January 24, 2012) authorized the use of Federal funds, under 
the Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Program, to line a portion of the Eden Canal and 
replace the E-5 and E-6 laterals with a pipeline.  

Since the completion of the EA, it has been determined that the installation of an overhead power 
line is required for the operation of the pipeline associated with the E-5 Project. This addendum 
to the EA analyzes the potential effects of the proposed power line on resources within the 
project area. 

Proposed Action 
Under the Proposed Action evaluated in this addendum, a single phased electrical overhead 
power line would be installed to power the E-5 Project. The Proposed Action would install 
approximately 17, 25-foot tall wooden power poles and the associated power lines. The new 
electrical alignment would span an approximate length of 4,500 linear feet and parallel the E-5 
pipeline alignment, an existing fence line along an agricultural field and the Farson 4th East Road 
(Figure 1, Project Location and Figure 2, Proposed Action).  

Beyond the addition of the new electrical alignment, the Proposed Action would not impact or 
alter the Action Alternative and associated mitigation evaluated in the E-5 Project.  

  



 

 

Figure 1, Project Location 
  



 

Figure 2, Proposed Action 



Environmental Consequences 

Air Quality 
Under the Proposed Action there would be no long-term impacts to local air quality.  Fugitive 
dust generation from construction activities would have a temporary, short-term effect on the air 
quality.  The fugitive dust would be generated by excavation activities and the movement of 
construction equipment on unpaved roads.  Best Management Practices (BMPs,) established in 
the E-5 Project EA and FONSI would be implemented. Impacts due to construction activities 
would be temporary and would cease once the project is completed.  

Water Resources 
There are no water resources within the project action area and the Proposed Action would have 
no impact on water resources. 

Water Quality 
The Proposed Action would have no impact to water quality. 

Upland Vegetation Resources 
Construction activities for the Proposed Action would take place within the existing right-of-way 
of Farson 4th East, adjacent to the new E-5 pipeline alignment, and next to an existing fence line 
within an agricultural field. Upland vegetation resources are likely to experience some minor 
disturbances during construction (due to excavation activities and construction equipment). 
These disturbances would be minimal and short-term. Impacts to vegetation resources along the 
new E-5 alignment were accounted for in the E-5 Project EA. Impacts within the agricultural 
field are expected to be very minor (7 poles would be located in the agricultural field with 
maximum disturbance of 20 feet per pole). Therefore, there would be no significant long-term 
impacts to upland vegetation resources.  

Wetland and Riparian Vegetation Resources 
There are no wetland or riparian resources within the project action area and the Proposed Action 
would have no impact on these resource. 

Fish & Wildlife Resources 
A Biological Technical Memorandum for the Proposed Action was completed in May 2012 
(Appendix A, Biological Technical Memo). Informal consultation with the Bureau of Land 
Management determined that the project action area falls within a State of Wyoming designated 
core area for the greater sage-grouse. In accordance with Executive Order (EO) 2011-05 Greater 
Sage-Grouse Core Area Protection, the Proposed Action is classified as an exempt activity. 
However, EO 2011-05 stipulates that new overhead power lines placed in designated core areas 
must have provisions to prevent raptors from perching on the power poles.  



The project action area is also located within the pronghorn crucial winter range. Construction 
activities for the Project Action are anticipated to take place from May 4th to May 15th, outside of 
wintering season (October through March).  

There have been no documented occurrences of any federally listed threatened, endangered or 
candidate species within the project area.  Habitat for these species does not exist within the 
project action area. Therefore, there would no effect to fish & wildlife resources from the 
Proposed Action.  

Cultural Resources 
A Class I literature review and a Class III cultural resource inventory were completed for the 
Area of Potential Effect (APE) by Western Archaeological Services in May 2012. The cultural 
resources survey concluded that there would be no adverse effect on cultural resources from the 
Proposed Action. 

In compliance with 36 CFR 800.4(d)(1) and 36 CFR 800.11(d), a copy of the cultural resource 
inventory report and determination of no historic properties affected will be submitted for 
consultation to the Wyoming State Historic Preservation Office (WYSHPO) and local tribes. 

Paleontological Resources 
There are no known paleontological resources within the project action area. Furthermore, the 
Proposed Action takes place in a previously disturbed area. Therefore, it is highly unlikely that 
the Proposed Action would impact paleontological resources. However, monitoring is required 
for all construction activities outside of the existing lateral alignments that have the potential to 
impact the bedrock layer.  

Soil Sedimentation and Erosion 
Due to the minor nature of the construction activities, the Proposed Action would not increase 
erosion or sedimentation.  

Indian Trust Assets 
There are no known Indian Trust Assets within the project action area.  

Environmental Justice 
The proposed action would not involve population relocation, health hazards, hazardous waste, 
property takings, or substantial economic impacts.  Therefore, there would be no impacts on 
Environmental Justice populations from the Proposed Action.  

Public Safety, Access, and Transportation 
A portion of the construction activities would take place along Farson 4th East Road. These 
activities may cause minor temporary disruption, and traffic volume would increase slightly 
during construction.  Emergency dispatch service for Eden is operated from the Eden Valley Fire 
District in Farson.  Service from the fire station would not be impacted by the Proposed Action.  



Therefore, there would be no impact to public safety, access or transportation from the Proposed 
Action.  

Cumulative Impacts 
Cumulative impacts from the Proposed Action and related actions were assessed during the 
resource evaluation. This analysis determined that there were no adverse cumulative impacts.  

Mitigation 
All BMPs and mitigation measures established in the E-5 Project EA and FONSI applicable to 
the Proposed Action will be followed during construction and implementation of the Proposed 
Action. In addition, power poles used for the Proposed Action must meet the raptor-proof criteria 
established in EO 2011-05. 

Conclusion 
The resource evaluation determined that the proposed electrical alignment would not yield any 
significant impact. Therefore, the existing FONSI for the Farson/Eden Salinity Control Project, 
Eden Canal, E-5 & E-6 Laterals dated January 24, 2012 should remain valid. 
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TECHINICAL MEMO 
 
May 3, 2012 
 
To: Jeffery D’Agostino (Environmental Chief, Bureau of Reclamation, Provo Area 

Office); Bryson Code (Biologist, Bureau of Reclamation, Provo Area Office); 
Mark Snyder (Wildlife Biologist, Bureau of Land Management, Rock Springs 
Field Office); Jon Frazier, P.E. (J-U-B); Brian Deeter, P.E. (J-U-B); and, Marti 
Hoge (J-U-B Environmental Planner).   

 
Copy: J-U-B File #55-11-033 
 
From: Vincent J. Barthels, Biologist (J-U-B)  
 
Subject: Biological Evaluation of the New Overhead Power Line Alignment 
associated with the E-5 Salinity Control Project, Sweetwater County, Wyoming. 
 
A Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI), issued in accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process, was signed into place on January 24, 2012 
for the E-5 lateral salinity control project. The NEPA document (i.e. an Environmental 
Assessment (EA)) did not account for the overhead power line alignment correlated to 
the E-5 lateral. The installation of the new overhead power line alignment is deemed 
an interrelated project action. Therefore, this technical memo is intended to act as 
an addendum to the EA. This biological evaluation has been developed 
commensurately to document the pertinent biological parameters linked to the 
installation and ongoing operation of the new overhead power line associated with 
the E-5 lateral project.     

Project Action Description: 
A single phased electrical current source is required to power the inlet structure of 
the E-5 lateral. A new overhead power line is planned to be constructed parallel to 
the new E-5 pipeline alignment, an existing fence line along an agricultural field and 
the Farson 4th East Road. The overhead power line alignment is located within 
Sections 5 and 6; Township 25 North and Range 105 West. The attached exhibits 
illustrate the alignment of the overhead power line. This project action involves the 
installation of the 17 new (25-foot tall), wooden power poles and connecting power 
lines. Construction activities are anticipated to occur during the day (i.e. between 
10:00 AM and 4:00 PM) between May 4th and May 15th, 2012. An auger drill rig with a 
35-foot boom will be the primary piece of equipment utilized to set the power poles 
into place and subsequently run the power lines.   
 



Known Biological Resources in the Project Action Area:   
Based on a recent review of Wyoming Game and Fish Department’s database, the 
project action area falls within a designated core area for greater sage grouse; 
however, there are no active or occupied leks within a one mile radius of the 
proposed project action area (Snyder 2012). In accordance with EO 2011-5, the 
construction of overhead power lines are considered “exempt (de minimus) activities” 
if the construction activities are more than 0.6 miles from known leks (WGFD 2011). 
The relevant portion of EO 2011-05 (i.e. page 16, item # 5) is attached to this memo 
(please see attached). In addition, EO 2011-05 stipulates that new overhead power 
lines should be raptor proof (page 9, item # 5).    
 
Prior to initiating construction activities along the new overhead power line servicing 
the E-5 lateral, it has been determined that greater sage-grouse leks are not 
documented to be present within the construction area. The construction area occurs 
along an established roadway corridor, the new E-5 pipeline alignment and a 
disturbed agricultural field. Further coordination with Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department or Reclamation’s Provo Area Office Biologist, specifically in regard to the 
presence of greater sage-grouse leks, is not warranted. However, should any greater 
sage-grouse be observed within the construction action area during construction 
activities, subsequent monitoring by a biologist is required consistent with the FONSI 
to ensure impacts to greater sage-grouse are avoided.   

Within the FONSI (please see attached), there is an environmental commitment 
associated with “Sage Grouse Monitoring (on page 4, item # 10),” which is required to 
be implemented as part of the proposed project action. Construction activities 
associated with the proposed project action are scheduled to commence May 2012. 
This memo documents compliance with the aforementioned environmental 
commitment linked to greater sage-grouse and the E-5 lateral construction project. 

The recent Wyoming Game and Fish Department’s database search (Snyder 2012) also 
revealed that the overhead power line action area is within a pronghorn crucial 
winter range. All construction activities associated with the overhead power line will 
take place in May, well outside of the wintering season.  

With respect to the information presented herein, I can be reached at (509) 458-3727 
[office phone] or (509) 951-9564 [cell phone] or via email at vbarthels@jub.com.  

List of Attachments: 

(1) Aerial Project Locator Exhibit 

(2) Project Locator Exhibit with a Quad Map Background 

mailto:vbarthels@jub.com


(3) FONSI dated December 9, 2010 

(4) Pages 9 and 16 of EO 2011-05 
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