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Thank you for your review. 



 

 

 
Thank you for your review. 
 
Maintenance of fallowed land would remain the responsibility of the 
individual members from whom water is leased, as described in the 
individual member contracts between the CID and the member. 
 
Individual land maintenance plans will be developed for all NMISC 
parcels acquired under the Settlement Agreement.  The NMISC is 
contemplating several options including mowing, long-term grazing 
leases, and seeding to establish native grasses.  Implementation of any of 
these options is dependent on funding.  Over time, the NMISC anticipates 
native vegetation will become established, minimizing soil erosion.  The 
NMISC will consider other management techniques on its fallowed land 
as necessary to minimize soil erosion and spread of noxious weeds. 
 



 

 

 
Clarification of City of Carlsbad water rights and the priority dates of 
those rights were added to Section 1.3.2.   



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Although there has been much discussion about global climate change, it 
is not a “reasonably foreseeable action” as used under the regulations 
implementing the National Environmental Policy Act.  Nevertheless, the 
Proposed Action is the execution of a long-term miscellaneous purposes 
contract.  The purpose of the long-term miscellaneous purposes contract 
would allow Carlsbad Project Water to be used for purposes other than 
irrigation; specifically, for delivery to the state line for compliance with 
the Pecos River Compact.  As discussed in Section 3.1.1, the analysis area 
for the Proposed Action is the Pecos River floodplain downstream of 
Avalon Dam to the state line, and the irrigated lands within the CID.  
When coupled with the State’s independent actions implementing the 
Settlement Agreement, the contract is designed to ensure long-term 
compliance with the Pecos River Compact and provide a more certain 
Carlsbad Project water supply.  As discussed in Section 4.3.1, the 
Settlement Agreement, when coupled with the Proposed Action, will 
increase base flows below Avalon Dam over the long term.  The 
Settlement Agreement modeling was conducted using a long-term 
hydrologic record (1967 to 1996) that reflected hydrologic variation and 
included very dry and very wet years.  The Settlement Agreement was 
based on the modeling to ensure its success under a range of hydrologic 
conditions. 

 



 

 

 
 

 




