Chapter 5. Consultation and Coordination

In developing the Vegetation Management Program and this environmental documentation,
Reclamation consulted and coordinated with:

Tom Davis
Carlsbad Irrigation District
Carlsbad NM

Debbie Hughes
Executive Director
New Mexico Association of Conservation Districts

William H. See

Project Manager

Carlsbad Soil and Water Conservation District
Carlsbad, New Mexico

Mike Gustin

Assistant Chief Habitat Section
Conservation Services Division

New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Richard Artrip

Pecos Valley Wildlife Area Supervisor
New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
Lakewood, New Mexico

Brent Bason
Sierra Soil and Water Conservation District
Truth or Consequences NM

Keith Duncan

Cooperative Extension Service
NMSU

Agricultural Science Center
Artesia NM

Aaron Curbello
Carlsbad Soil and Water Conservation District
Carlsbad, New Mexico

Selected sites, funded by the State of New Mexico, would be included for herbicide treatment
applied via helicopter. Monitoring and investigations would be performed jointly by
Reclamation and CSWCD under a Cooperative Assistance Agreement. A Memorandum of
Understanding has been completed and signed by Reclamation and CSWCD (Appendix D).

Reclamation plans to seek additional participation from local, state and federal agencies to
coordinate and assist in saltcedar management within the project area and on adjacent lands.

e OnMay 6 and 7" 0f 2003 Reclamation, Albuquerque Area Office and Denver Technical
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Center, met with Tom Davis of CID and discussed biocontrol, aerial herbicide
applications and Revegetation. The Seven Rivers area was visited in search of a location
for biocontrol releases and a revegetation project site near Artesia. Tours by CID were
given to show areas of saltcedars for possible treatments.

o During the development and finalization of the Brantley and Avalon Reservoirs Resource
Management Plan (October 2003) the Comanche, Kiowa, Mescalero Apache and the
Bureau of Indian Affairs were contacted concerning the possible presence of ITAs within
the Project Area. To date, none have been identified (Reclamation, 2003). This
document tiers off the Brantley and Avalon Reservoirs Resource Management Plan
(RMP) Final Environmental Assessment, October 2003 in accordance with the Council of
Environmental Quality ( 40CFR 1500.4). All alternatives considered in this EA are
planned in the same Carlsbad Project Area. Consultation was initially performed for the
RMP EA document and used in the development of this EA. This is also true for the
New Mexico State Historic Preservation Office consultation.

¢ On March 12, 2004 Reclamation held a meeting in Carlsbad NM on the Biological
Control method. Information was provided to the public on proposed Reclamation work
to make field releases and conduct monitoring of an approved saltcedar biocontrol beetle.
New Mexico State University, New Mexico Department Game and Fish, Carlsbad
Irrigation District, Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Carlsbad Soil and Water
Conservation District were in attendance as well as the public.

o A field site visit between Reclamation staff and the Carlsbad Irrigation District on July 21
and 22, 2004 was conducted to choose areas for treatment to be included in the Draft
EA/BA.

e Reclamation plans to seek opportunities to cooperate with local groups and community
projects to promote native vegetation on the riparian corridor, including providing plant
materials for plantings on project and adjoining public lands when applicable.

¢ Public notification of spraying by CSWCD will be done prior to aerial pesticide
applications as stated in the Memorandum of Understanding (Appendix C).

The following individuals and their respective agencies were contacted during the preparation of
this document. They assisted in developing alternatives and/or identifying potential
environmental impacts:

Preparers

Wes Able

Resource Management Specialist
Carlsbad Field Division

Bureau of Reclamation

Joseph Alderete

Water Resource Manager
Albuquerque Area Office
Bureau of Reclamation

Marsha Carra
Environmental Protection Specialist
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Albuquerque Area Office
Bureau of Reclamation

Art Coykendall

Environmental Protection Specialist
Albuquerque Area Office

Bureau of Reclamation

Rob Doster

Biologist

Albuquerque Area Office
Bureau of Reclamation

Debra Eberts

Biologist

Denver Office

Bureau of Reclamation

Mark Hungerford
Archaeologist
Albuquerque Area Office
Bureau of Reclamation

Fred Nibling

Team Leader, Ecological Services Division
Denver Office

Bureau of Reclamation

Lori Robertson

Manager, Environment and Lands Division
Albuquerque Area Office

Bureau of Reclamation

Miguel Rocha

Civil Engineer
Albuquerque Area Office
Bureau of Reclamation

Brent F. Tanzy

Resource Management Specialist
Elephant Butte Field Division
Bureau of Reclamation

Nancy Umbreit

Environmental Protection Specialist
Albuquerque Area Office

Bureau of Reclamation



Mark Walthall, Ph.D.
Walthall Environmental, LLC
Carlsbad, NM 88220

Bureau of Reclamation Literature Cited

Andersen M.C., Hollenbeck J., Kintigh K., Barlow T., Konkle R., Livingston M., Schemnitz S.
2000. Effects on wildlife of saltcedar (Tamarix chinensis) control by aerial application of
herbicides along the Pecos River, Southeastern New Mexico. Project Summary for New Mexico
Department of Game and Fish and Pecos River Native Riparian Restoration Organization. Las
Cruces (NM): Department of Fisheries and Wildlife Sciences, New Mexico State University. 57

p.

Anderson B.W., Omhart R.D. 1984. A vegetation management study for the enhancement of
wildlife along the lower Colorado River. Final report. Boulder City (NV): USDI Bureau of
Reclamation. 529 p.

Anderson B.W., Higgins A., Omhart R.D. 1977. Avian use of saltcedar communities in the
lower Colorado River Valley. Washington (D.C.): USDA Forest Service. General technical
report RM 43:128-136.

Blackburn, W. H., R. W. Knight, and J. L. Schuster. 1982. Saltcedar influence on sedimentation
in the Brazos River. Journal of Soil and Water Conservation 37: 298-301.

[BLM] Bureau of Land Management. 1986. Carlsbad resource area resource management plan.
Final environmental impact statement. Roswell (NM): BLM. BLM-NM-PT-86-014-4410. 262

p.

Brock, J. H. 1994. Tamarix spp. (Saltcedar) an invasive exotic woody plant in arid and semi-arid
riparian habitats of western USA. pp. 27-44. Ecology and Management of Invasive Riverside
Plants. J. Wiley & Sons. New York, NY.

Bureau of Reclamation. 2003. Programmatic Environmental Assessment/Biological Assessment
for Phreatophyte Management at Caballo and Elephant Butte Reservoirs. Albuquerque Area
Office.

Bureau of Reclamation. 2003. Brantley and Avalon Reservoirs Resource Management Plan
Project Final Environmental Assessment. Albuquerque Area Office.

Bureau of Reclamation. 1999. Biological Assessment for Resource Management Plan at Avalon
and Brantley Reservoirs. Albuquerque Area Office.

Bureau of Reclamation. 1988. Vegetative Management and Floodway Development, Brantley

Wildlife Management Area, Brantley Project, New Mexico, Final Environmental Assessment,
Southwest Region, Amarillo, Texas.

39



Bureau of Reclamation. 1982. Final Supplement to Final Environmental Statement. Brantley
Project Eddy County, New Mexico. Southwest Region, Amarillo, Texas.

Bureau of Reclamation. 1972. Department of Interior FES 72-30 Final Environmental Statement
Brantley Project, New Mexico. Albuquerque: Reclamation. FES 72-30. 90p.

C. Jack DeLoach and Raymond I. Carruthers. 2004. Briefing Paper: Biological Control of
Saltcedars (Tamarix SPP.) in the United States Using Control Insects from the Old World:
Progress and Research Needs.

C. Jack DeLoach and Raymond 1. Carruthers. 2003. Request to US Fish and Wildlife Service for
addition New Sites for Release of the Leaf Beetle Diorhabda elongata for control of Saltcedar
(Tamarix spp.) in Seven Western States. USDA-ARS, Western Regional Research.

Cohan D.R., Anderson B.W., Ohmart R.D. 1978. Avian population responses to salt cedar
along the Lower Colorado River. Fort Collins (CO): USDA Forest Service. General technical
report WO-12:371-382.

Carlsbad Soil and Water Conservation District Email, July 29, 2004.

Daniel B. Stephens and Associates, “Comprehensive Review and Model of the Hydrogeology of
the Roswell Basin, Volume 1: Report Text, Plates,” prepared for the New Mexico Office of the
State Engineer, 1995.

Doster R., Email, June 3, Reclamation,2004

Fiala A. 1998. Brantley Lake State Park Superintendent, New Mexico State Parks and
Recreation Division Personal communication with Jan Striefel of Landscape Design, Inc., Salt
Lake City, Utah, concerning park management. 05/98.

Hildebrandt T.D., Ohmart R.D. 1982. Biological resource inventory (vegetation and wildlife)
Pecos River Basin, New Mexico and Texas. Tempe: Arizona State University. The Center for
Environmental Studies. USDI Bureau of Reclamation contract no. 9-07-57-V0567. Final report.
160 p. plus attachments.

Hunter W.C., Omhart R.D., Anderson B.W. 1988. Use of exotic saltcedar (Tamarix chinensis)
by birds in arid riparian systems. The Condor 90:113-123.

Hunter W.C., Anderson B.W., Omhart R.D. 1985. Summer avian community composition of
tamarisk habitats in three southwestern desert riparian systems. In: Johnson R., Zeibell C.D.,
Patton D.R., Folliott F., Hamre R.H. Riparian ecosystems and their management: reconciling
conflicting uses. Tucson (AZ): First North American Riparian Conference. 1985 April 16-18.
p. 128-134.

Kenneth Brian Hays, “Water Use by Saltcedar (Tamarix sp.) and Associated Vegetation on the
Canadian, Colorado and Pecos Rivers in Texas”, Texas A&M University, 2003

Klingel, Jon. 2000a. Biota Information System of New Mexico, BISON. Pecos bluntnose
40



shiner. Notropis simus pecosensis (NM).
http://www.fw.vt.edu/fishex/nmex_main/species/010411.htm, pp 1-13.

Klingel, Jon. 2000b. Biota Information System of New Mexico, BISON. Pecos Gambusia,
Gambusia nobilis (NM). http://www.fw.vt.edu/fishex/nmex_main/species/010225.htm, pp 1-15.

Larson, Robert, 2003. FW: Rocky Arroyo and 380 XG. November 6, 2003. E-mail
correspondence

Mclnnis M. 1998. Fisheries biologist, New Mexico Department of Game and Fish. Personal
communication with Jack Ruppert of BIO-WEST, Inc., Logan, Utah, regarding fishery resources
of Brantley and Avalon Reservoirs. 06/98.

[NMDGF] New Mexico Department of Game and Fish. 2000. Threatened and endangered
species of New Mexico: biennial review and recommendations. New Mexico Department of
Game and Fish, Conservation Services Division, Santa Fe, NM.

[NMDGF] New Mexico Department of Game and Fish. 1998. New Mexican wildlife of concern:
status and distribution: State of New Mexico. Biota Information System of New Mexico
(BISON-M). Location: www.fw.vt.edu/fishex/states/nm.htm.

[NMED/SWQB] New Mexico Environment Department, Surface Water Quality Bureau. 1991a.
Water quality survey of Avalon Reservoir in Eddy County, New Mexico, April 25, July 18, and
November 14, 1990. In: Intensive water quality assessment surveys 1991. Santa Fe (NM):
NMED/SWQB, Surveillance and Standards Section. p. 147-169.

Reel S., L. Schassberger, and W. Ruediger. 1989. Caring for our natural communities: Region 1-
threatened, endangered, and sensitive species program. Missoula (MT): USDA Forest Service,
Northern Region. 309 p.

Robert Richard. 2003. Proposed Program for Control of Saltcedar in Fourteen States, Draft
Environmental Assessment. Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service. Ft Collins, Colorado.
United States Department of Agriculture.

Spendelow J. A., and S. R. Patton. 1988. National atlas of coastal waterbird colonies in the
contiguous United States: 1976-82. USDI Fish and Wildlife Service. Biological Report 88(5).
326 p.

Thompson, B. C., J. A. Jackson, J. Burger, L. A. Hill, E. M. Kirsch, and J. L. Atwood. 1997.
Least Tern (Sterna antillarum). In Poole A., and Gill F., eds. The Birds of North America, No.
290. Philadelphia (PA): The Academy of Natural Sciences and Washington, D.C., American
Ornithologists” Union. 32 p.

[USDA] U. S. Department of Agriculture. September 1997. Effects of Biological Control of
Saltcedar (Tamarix ramosissima) on Endangered Species. Biological Assessment, page 11.

41



USFWS, 1995. Channel Morphology, Reservoir Operations, and Bluntnose Shiner Habitat,

Pecos River, New Mexico; in Pecos River Investigations Annual Report, Bureau of Reclamation,
1995, ABQ

USFWS, 2003. Final Biological Opinion for the Bureau of Reclamation’s Proposed Pecos River
Dam Operations March 1, 2003 through February 28, 2006. Cons. # 2-22-03-F-171. pp 43.

[USFWS] U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 1992. Pecos bluntnose shiner recovery plan.
Albuquerque (NM): USFWS, Region 2. 57 p.

[USFWS] U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 1987. Endangered and threatened wildlife and
plants; Notropis simus pecosensis (Pecos bluntnose shiner). Washington (D.C): USFWS. Final
rule federal register volume 52 number 34. 8p.

U.S. Geological Survey, “GROUND WATER ATLAS of the UNITED STATES, Arizona,
Colorado, New Mexico, Utah,” USGS publication No. HA 730-C, by S. G. Robson and E. R.
Banta, 1995.

Walthall, M. Ph.D., Email, July 30, Walthall Environmental, 2004.

Whitman, P.L. 1988. Biology and conservation of the endangered Interior Least Tern: a literature
review. USDI Fish and Wildlife Service. Biological Report 88(3). 22 p.

42



