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() The Mescalero Apache Tribe has determined that the proposed -+ ‘7[ 2 hns [ (3
project by WILL AFFECT objects, steSZ0r._ 1 ~. 425 ]
- locations important to our traditional culture or religion. We request that the
undertake further consultations to evaluate the effects of the project

on these sites.

In the future, we request that you minimally provide us with the following items to aid in
our determinatjon;

o Cultural Resource Survey Reports

Site Forms

Maps (Both General and Site Specific)

Research Designs (If Applicable)

Data Recovery Plans (If Applicable)

Photographs

Thank you for providing the Mescalero Apache Tribe the opportunity to comment on this
project. We look forward to reviewing and commenting on future Bureau of Reclamation

projects.
CONCUR:;
Donna Stern-McFadden / /5&%
Name /7
Date

Signature

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Title
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United States Department of the Interio

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
_ Southern Plains Regional Office

IN REPLY REFER TO: P.O. Box 368

Anadarko, Oklahoma 73005

Natural Resources

Mr. Ken Maxey

Area Manager

Albuquerque Area Office

Bureau of Reclamation

505 Marquette N.W., Suite 1313
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102-2162

Subject:  Consultation Invitation Regarding the Bureau of Reclamation’s Carlsbad Project
Water Operations and Water Supply Conservation Environmental Impact
Statement '

Dear Mr. Maxey:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the subject document as expressed in your
November 21* letter to our office. A review of the enclosures that accompanied your letter
indicated that you have made a considerable effort to include a broad range of the affected
public, in particular, the Native American community.

As a result of your extensive outreach to Native Americans in our Region, we decline to offer
comments on your proposed re-operation of Sumner Dam and the implementation of a water
acquisition program in New Mexico’s Pecos River Basin. You have demonstrated through
your contact list that the appropriate Native American community has been asked to provide
comments and since impacts to cultural resources would be our primary concern with a
project such as this that does not affect lands directly under our control, we feel that we
should defer to their expertise. Further, you have solicited comments from our Southwest
Regional Office and they are the appropriate office to provide watershed specific issues that
may not be raised by the Tribal community.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment. If we can be of further service, please feel
free to contact the Branch of Natural Resources office at (405)247-6673, extension 249.

Sincerely,

A0 402802 st Kiltn

Regional Director



ALB-158 NOV 21 2002
ENV-1.10

Mr. Rob Baracker

Regional Director

Southwest Region

Bureau of Indian Affairs

P.O. Box 26567

Albuquerque, NM 875125-6567

Subject: Consultation Invitation Regarding the Bureau of Reclamation’s Carlsbad Project
Water Operations and Water Supply Conservation Environmental Impact
Statement

Dear Mr. Baracker:

Enclosed for your information is a copy of a letter in which the U. S. Bureau of Reclamation
requests government-to-government consultation with various tribal governments regarding the
Bureau of Reclamation’s Carlsbad Project Water Operations and Water Supply Conservation
Environmental Impact Statement. As well, the list of the Chairs and Natural Resource persons
for the contacted tribes is included. In addition to exchanging information with tribal
governments, we would also appreciate any feedback you may have regarding the proposed
project and possible environmental effects, including the potential to affect Indian trust assets or
~cultural resources. -

For further information, please contact Ms. Lori Robertson at (505) 248-5326.
Sincerely,
Ken Maxey
Area Manager

Enclosure




CC:

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Southwest Regional Office

Branch of Water Rights

Attention: John Collie or Art Martinez
P.O. Box 26567

Albuquerque, NM 87125-6567

Mr. Bill White

Southwest Regional Office
Bureau of Indian Affairs

P.O. Box 26567

Albuquerque, NM 87125-6567

Mr. Ron Toya, Superintendent
Mescalero Agency

Bureau of Indian Affairs

P.O. Box 189

Mescalero, NM 88340

Ms. Florine Gutierrez
Southern Pueblos Agency
Bureau of Indian Affairs
P.O. Box 1667
Albuquerque, NM 87103

Regional Director
Southern Plains Region
Bureau of Indian Affairs
W.C.D. Office Complex
P.O. Box 368
Anadarko, OK 73005

Ms. Jan Biella, Acting State Historic Preservation Officer
New Mexico Historic Preservation Division

228 E. Palace Avenue

Santa Fe, NM 87501




ALB-158 MOV 21 2000
ENV-1.10

Governor Paul Tosa
Pueblo of Jemez

P.O. Box 100

Jemez Pueblo, NM 87024

Subject: Consultation Invitation Regarding Bureau of Reclamation’s Carlsbad Project
Water Operations and Water Supply Conservation Environmental Impact
Statement

Dear Governor Tosa;

In October 1999, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) wrote a letter to you requesting
your views on our Pecos River Water Operations Environmental Impact Statement. Since then,
and after long negotiations with the New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission (NMISC), we
have decided to prepare two EIS documents rather than the one we had previously planned to
prepare. The first new EIS, and the subject of this letter, is entitled the Carlsbad Project Water
Operations and Water Supply Conservation Environmental Impact Statement. With this letter,
we would like to re-initiate consultation with you on this new EIS. The second EIS, to be
initiated in the future, will focus on the needs of NMISC and is entitled the Carlsbad Project
Miscellaneous Purposes Act Contract EIS.

The Carlsbad Project Water Operations and Water Supply Conservation EIS will focus on the
reoperation of Sumner Dam and the implementation of a water acquisition program in New
Mexico’s Pecos River Basin. The purpose of the reoperation of Sumner Dam is to conserve a
threatened species, the Pecos bluntnose shiner, in compliance with the Endangered Species Act.
The purpose of the water acquisition program is to conserve the Carlsbad Project water supply
by acquiring water to make up for any new depletion, in keeping with Reclamation’s
requirements to deliver water to the Carlsbad Irrigation Project.

The EIS will address possible changes to operations of Sumner Dam on the Pecos River. The
area of evaluation for the proposed action is within the Pecos River Basin from Santa Rosa.
Reservoir to the New Mexico-Texas state line. The evaluation will cover revised operations for

Sumner Dam and any connected operations at Santa Rosa Dam (owned and operated by the U.S.

Army Corps of Engineers), Brantley Dam, or Avalon Dam. Water acquisition activities will
focus on those options that most effectively conserve project water supply.
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The range of alternatives to be analyzed in the EIS would likely include various operational
scenarios for Sumner Dam and various sources and quantities of water for the water acquisition
program. Adjustments to the timing, magnitude, frequency, duration, and rate of change of
releases from Sumner will likely be addressed, as will the quantity of water stored in Sumner
Reservoir during low-flow periods. To the extent that revised operations diminish project water
supply, the alternatives will include various water acquisition options involving willing sellers.

The purpose of this letter is to invite your tribe’s involvement on a government-to-government
basis to identify any concerns your tribe may have regarding the potential effects of our future
activities on trust assets, cultural and biological resources, or tribal health and safety.
Reclamation wants to ensure that you have the opportunity to help us identify and address any
issues important to your tribe.

To assist us with NEPA analysis, Reclamation has been working closely with various partners,
including NMISC, the Carlsbad Irrigation District, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the New
Mexico Department of Game and Fish, the New Mexico Office of the State Engineer, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, the Fort Sumner Irrigation District, the Pecos Valley Artesian
Conservancy District, Eddy County, Chaves County, and the Pecos Valley Water Users
Organization. To receive additional input from interested organizations and individuals, public
scoping meetings were held in Santa Rosa, Fort Sumner, Roswell, and Carlsbad, New Mexico
from October 21 through 24, 2002.

As part of the environmental impact statement (EIS) process, potential effects to Indian trust
assets, tribal health and safety, and cultural resources will be determined. Reclamation’s
preliminary assessment has not revealed any potential impacts. However, to fully address and
analyze potential effects, Reclamation would appreciate your tribe’s input regarding possible
impacts to Indian trust assets, tribal health and safety, traditional cultural properties, sacred sites,
and other aspects of the tribe’s cultural heritage that may be associated with the proposed
program.

To facilitate your identification of questions and concerns about the reoperation of Sumner Dam
and the implementation of a water acquisition program in southeastern New Mexico,
Reclamation will gladly provide any additional information needed by you or your staff. We
would welcome an opportunity to meet with you and your staff to describe the EIS in further
detail. To discuss the EIS or to arrange a meeting, please contact Ms. Lori Robertson, Manager,
Environment and Lands Division at 505/ 248-5326.

Sincerely,

Kenneth G. Maxey
Area Manager




Copies of this letter sent to Chairs and Natural Resources contacts for the following tribes:

\/ Governor Paul Tosa
Pueblo of Jemez
P.O. Box 100
Jemez Pueblo, NM 87024

Governor Albert Alvidrez
| Pueblo of Ysleta del Sur
| P.O. Box 17579
V El Paso, Texas 79907

Cc: Rick Casada, Cultural Resources Coordinator
Pueblo of Ysleta del Sur
P.O. Box 17579
El Paso, Texas 79907

Governor Alvino Lucero

Pueblo of Isleta

P.O. Box 1270

Isleta Pueblo, New Mexico 87022

Cc: John Sorrell, Hydrologist
Pueblo of Isleta
P.O. Box 1270
Isleta Pueblo, New Mexico 87022

Earl Yeahquo, Chairman
Kiowa Business Committee
P.O. Box 369

Carnegie, OK 73015

: Cc:  George Daingkau

Kiowa NAGPRA Coordinator
Route 2, Box 74

Ft. Cobb, OK 73038

Sara Misquez, President
Mescalero Apache Tribe
P.O. Box 227
Mescalero, NM 88340




Cc: Donna McFadden

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

Mescalero Apache Tribe
P.O. Box 227
Mescalero, NM 88340

Ruey Darrow, Chairman

Fort Sill Apache Business Committee
Route 2, Box 121

Apache, OK 73006

Johnny Wauqua, Chairman
Comanche Tribal Business Committee
P.O. Box 908

Lawton, OK 73502

Cec:  Jimmy Arterberry
NAGPRA Coordinator
P.O. Box 908
Lawton, OK 73502

Chairman Wayne Taylor, Jr.
Hopi Tribe

P.O.Box 123

Kykotsmovi, AZ 86039

Cec:  Leigh Kuwanwisiwma, Director
Hopi Cultural Preservation Office
P.O.Box 123
Kykotsmovi, AZ 86039






