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Chapter 5:  Environmental Commitments 
 

Reclamation proposes the following conservation measures to minimize or avoid adverse effects 
of the project work. 

1.  Species Monitoring.  Reclamation will continue to conduct annual flycatcher surveys 
following established protocol and will conduct fish community surveys annually. 

2.  Construction BMPs.  Reclamation will incorporate best management practices, for example 
cleaning all equipment before entering the channel, into its construction work to minimize 
environmental disturbance. 

3.  Water for dust abatement will be pumped from the drain, if needed. 

4.  Replanting to improve habitat of disturbed areas:  Staging Area No. 4 was cleared of 
vegetation previously to accommodate subsurface drilling for project designs (Categorical 
Exclusion Checklist ALB-CE-08-017).  Prior to clearing, this area was predominantly salt cedar, 
with sparse cottonwoods and coyote willow.  After completion of the project work, a portion of 
this area, beyond the future projected bankline, will be planted with native species. (Plan for 
species to be developed). 

5.  Bankline Plantings: After the riprap is placed along the bankline of the active channel, river 
bed sediment and bankline materials (obtained from excavation required for riprap placement) 
will be placed in the voids of the upper 5 feet of riprap.  Vegetation will be planted in the soil 
zone of the riprap.  The vegetation will be monitored, and watered if needed, until it has become 
established.   
 
6.  Fuel Spill Protection:  Equipment will be fueled on existing roadways or staging areas with 
gravel pads and in a manner such that spilled fuel will not reach the river.  Any spilled fuel will 
be removed with absorbent pads.  There will be no storage of fuel at the site. 
 
7.  Coordination and consultation with the Service will be done as needed. 
 

Chapter 6: Consultation and Coordination 
 

The following individuals and organizations were consulted in preparing this environmental 
assessment and in developing the proposed action. 
 
MRGCD: 
   Ray Gomez 
   David Gensler 
 
Sevilleta NWR: 
   Terry Tadano (former refuge manager) 
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   Renee Robichaud 
   Dennis Prichard (acting refuge manager) 
 
New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission: 
   Chris Stageman 
 

 



Drain Unit 7 Extension River Maintenance Priority Site Environmental Assessment     November 2008                                   
  

18 
 

 

 

Chapter 7:  List of Preparers 
 

 
NAME EDUCATION / EXPERIENCE RESPONSIBILITIES 

Jonathan Aubuchon 

B.S., Civil/Environmental 
Engineering University of 
Michigan 
M.S., Environmental 
Engineering, University of 
Michigan 

 
 

Hydraulic Engineer  

PE, Arizona, Civil Engineering, 
Water Resources 
 
B.S., Anthropology/Geography 
Eastern New Mexico University 

Project Manager; NEPA 
Specialist; Interagency and 
Tribal Coordination 

Marsha Carra 
19 Years 

Gary Dean 
B.S., Fisheries Biology Biological Resources and 

Section 7 Consultation Colorado State University 
22 Years 
M.S., New Mexico State 
University Jeanne Dye Biologist 
15 Years 
M.S., New Mexico Institute of 
Mining and Technology Charles Fischer Water Resources 
17 Years 
B.S., Economics Nancy Purdy 19 Years 

Contract Specialist; Realty and 
Water Rights 

Cheryl Rolland 

M.S. - Civil Engineering, Water 
Resources, South Dakota School 
of Mines and Technology 
25 years 

Project Manager; Engineering 
Oversight 
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