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Current Project Storage 
Conditions

As of 1/149/2021

2021 
STORAGE 

(AF)

2020 
STORAGE 

(AF)

Elephant Butte Reservoir 144,388 564,476

Caballo Reservoir 29,926 33,993

Total Rio Grande Project 
Storage 174,314 598,469

Rio Grande Compact Credit 
Water 595 897

San Juan - Chama Water 161 194

RGP Usable Water 173,558 597,378

https://www.usbr.gov/uc/water/basin/



EL NIÑO/SOUTHERN OSCILLATION (ENSO)

DIAGNOSTIC DISCUSSION

ENSO Alert System Status: La Niña Advisory

Synopsis:   La Niña is expected to continue through the Northern Hemisphere 
winter 2020-21 (~95% chance during January-March), with a potential transition to 
ENSO-neutral during the spring 2021 (55% chance during April-June).

• La Niña continued during December

• Tropical convection continued to be suppressed over the western and central 
Pacific

• A majority of the IRI/CPC models IRI/CPC plume predict La Niña to continue 
through the Northern Hemisphere spring 2020-21 and a transition to ENSO-
neutral in the late spring 2021.

January 14, 2021
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Seasonal Climate Forecast



 



  



  



  



https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/co/snow/products/?cid=nrcseprd1432263

Seasonal Climate Forecast
Snowpack in Recent La Niña Years

Median peak 
SWE (all years)

Peak SWE in La 
Niña years is 
typically below 
the median.



*2020 from Narrows Gage

Elephant Butte Inflow

1981-2010 
Average is 510 KAF



Otowi and Narrows Gages



2021 Operations



2021 Considerations
EBID:

• Plan for allotment of 6" or less 
• Subject to change based on hydrologic conditions

• Possible June 1 start date

EPCWID:
• Expected to have 85-95 KAF of carryover
• Anticipate May or June start date

Reservoir Operations:
• Minimum pools established 
• Possible 2013 conditions or worse
• Zero Project allocation for 2021 as of December 2020



Historical Mexico Allocations



2021 Scenarios
Allocation* April 2021 July 2021

Release for all three 
entities

EBID (NM) 14,500-26,000 19,000-32,000

EP1 (TX) 104,000-113,000 107,000-117,000

Mexico 7,200 7,500

EBID – No release EBID (NM) 14,500-26,000 19,000-32,000

EP1 (TX) 104,000-109,000 107,000-109,000

Mexico 2,900-4,000 3,600-4,700
*Subject to change

•Assumptions:
• 2013 inflow hydrology – worst case scenario
• EP1’s allocations include 85 – 95 KAF of carryover
• Diversion Ratio 0.66 – 0.77 (similar to 2012 – 2014)



Summary

 Total Project storage is at 174 KAF, or 8% of total capacity. 
There is about 424 KAF less than this time last year. 

 We are in a La Nina Advisory with an 95% chance of 
continuation through the Northern Hemisphere winter 2020-
21 and a 55% chance into spring 2021.

 Irrigation season expected to start in May or June

 2020 Project accounting not yet final



Questions?
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