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The US. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Civil Works 
Program conducts feasibility studies for addressing many of the 
nation’s significant water resources needs. The USACE Civil 
Works Planning Program conducts a broad range of studies to 
investigate the Federal interest, engineering feasibility, 
economic justification and environmental acceptability related 
to navigation, flood risk management, and ecosystem 
restoration. USACE Planners work with non-federal sponsors 
and multi-disciplinary study teams to identify water resources 
problems, formulate and evaluate solutions, resolve conflicting 
interests, and prepare recommendations. 

USACE participates in the Middle Rio Grande Endangered 
Species Collaborative Program (Program), a partnership of 17 
federal, state, tribal, local, and non-profit signatory agencies 
and organizations working together to support the recovery of 
endangered species in the Middle Rio Grande. Species include 
the New Mexico Meadow Jumping Mouse (Zapus hudsonius 
luteus), Pecos Sunflower (Helianthus paradoxus), Rio Grande 
Silvery Minnow (Hybognathus amarus), Southwestern Willow 
Flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus).  Projects focus on providing the 
Program signatories with planning and technical support to 
make informed decisions on water resource projects that may 
affect the listed Threatened and Endangered species in the 
Program area.   

This presentation reviews floodplain restoration on the Rio 
Grande and how environmental flow is essential function for 
Rio Grande Silvery Minnow. Preliminary results from the 
analysis of habitat and flow provide a foundation for applying 
Engineering with Nature principles toward developing new 
concepts for adaptive habitat management.   

Project Web Page: 
https://www.usbr.gov/lc/phoenix/biology/azfish/index.html 
 
Please direct webinar questions to Jennifer Bountry at 
jbountry@usbr.gov or (303) 445-3614 
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