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Eligibility Rules 
 

To be eligible to win a prize under the America COMPETES Reauthorization Act, participants must: 

 

1. Be an entity that is incorporated in and maintains a primary place of business in the United States, 

or (b) in the case of an individual, a citizen or permanent resident of the United States (15 U.S.C. § 

3719(g)(3)). 

 

However, submissions can be entertained from all Solvers regardless of whether they are U.S. 

citizens/entities. Meritorious submissions from non-eligible persons and entities, if any, will be 

recognized in publications issued by the Seeker announcing the results of the competition, such as press 

releases.  Non-U.S citizens/permanent residents or non-U.S entities can also be included on U.S. teams.  

However, prizes — whether monetary or otherwise — will only be awarded to eligible persons and 

entities under the authority of the America COMPETES Reauthorization Act of 2010 (15 U.S.C. § 3719).  

 

2. Not be a Federal entity or Federal employee acting within the scope of their employment (15 U.S. 

Code§ 3719(g)(4)).  A Federal entity is defined by 5 USC App 8G with a list of current Federal entities 

periodically posted on the Federal Register. 

 

4. Assume risks and waive claims against the Federal Government and its related entities (15 U.S. 

Code § 3719(i)(1)(B)); and, 

 

5. Not use Federal facilities, or consult with Federal employees during the competition unless the 

facilities and employees are made available to all individuals and entities participating in the competition 

on an equitable basis.  

 

The following individuals or entities are not eligible regardless of whether they meet the criteria set 

forth above: 

1. Any individual or organization who employs an evaluator on the Judging Panel or otherwise has a 

material business relationship or affiliation with any Judge. 

 

2. Any individual who is a member of any Judge's immediate family or household.  

 

3. The Seeker, participating organizations, and any advertising agency, contractor or other 

individual or organization involved with the design, production, promotion, execution, or distribution of 

the prize competition; and all employees, and all members of the immediate family or household of any 

such individual or organization.  
 

4. Any individual or entity that uses Federal funds to develop the proposed solution now or any time 

in the past, unless such use is consistent with the grant award, or other applicable Federal funds awarding 

document.  NOTE: Individuals or entities that have been funded by the Federal Government in the past to 

work within the technical domain of the competition are eligible provided their specific submission was 

not developed by them with Federal funds.  Submissions that propose to improve or adapt existing 

federally funded technologies for the solution sought in this prize competition are also eligible.  

Individuals are also encouraged to consult with their employer Ethics Officer for additional guidance and 

considerations. 
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