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Precipitation, Upper Snake Basin 

• Since February 1, 2014 
– From NRCS Basin Outlook Reports 

• February  212% of normal 
• March 157% of normal 
• April 101% of normal 
• May 115% of normal 

 



NRCS SnoTel Report May 13, 3014 





Sum of 18 Stations 
in Upper Snake 



Runoff Forecasts 

• Reclamation - Corps Coordinated Forecasts 
– Month-July Unregulated Volume at Heise 

• February – 92% of normal (3.3 MAF) 
• March – 122% of normal (4.2 MAF) 
• April – 135%  of normal (4.37 MAF) 
• May – 133% of normal  (3.79MAF) 







Rule Curve for Snake River near Heise 
Defines Reserved Space in Jackson Lake and Palisades 

Reading Rule Curves: 
• On May 1, if the May-July 

runoff forecast is 3.0 million 
ac-ft (maf), total storage 
cannot exceed ~1,400,000 af 

• If the forecast is 4.0 maf, total 
storage cannot exceed 
~700,000 af 



Palisades Flood Operation 
 



Jackson Lake Flood Operation 









Operations Summary 

• Projected Operations 
– No changes at Jackson Lake until May 23 
– Increasing discharge at Palisades to maintain required flood 

control space 
• Other Operation Considerations 

– 185,000 acre-feet will be released from the Upper Snake 
system to meet ESA requirements after flood season 

– About 20,000 acre-feet more from un-contracted space to 
ESA 

– In springtime ,weather drives reservoir operations 
• Irrigation demand , runoff volume, snowmelt timing 

 



Operations Key Points 

• Higher than normal runoff this year  
– May 1st forecast is 133% of normal 
– 130% above Jackson Lake 

• The system is expected to fill 
• Low storage following last year helps limit potential flooding 
• Operations will adapt to flood control requirements as 

conditions change 
• Jackson Lake and Palisades should remain above average after 

all demands are met  
• After snowmelt season, Snake River flows below Jackson Lake 

will be much lower than last year but not critically low 



For Further Information 

• Water Information Line (800) 658-5771 
• Snake River Operations Web Sites 

– USBR HydroMet - www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/ 
– Teacup – www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/burtea.html 

– Snake River Area Office Web Site 
– Water Operations - www.usbr.gov/pn/snakeriver/water/ 

 
 
 

 

•  Upper Snake Field Office 
– Roland Springer – Field Office Manager (208-578-0461 x34) 

rspringer@usbr.gov 
– Mike Beus – Water Ops Manager (x27) 

mbeus@usbr.gov 
– John Hildreth – Civil Engineer (x46) 

jhildreth@usbr.gov 
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