
Yakima River Basin Integrated Water Resource Management Plan 
Summary of Potential Early Action Items – December 9, 2011 

 

On September 18, 2011, at a briefing for Yakama Tribal Chairman Smiskin, Secretary 
Salazar, Governor Gregoire, Congressman Hastings, Senator Cantwell, and 
Commissioner Connor on the Yakima River Basin Integrated Water Resource 
Management Plan, Secretary Salazar requested that a list of early action items be 
submitted to him by November 1, 2011.  Below is a synopsis of the list approved at the 
October 12, 2011, Workgroup meeting. 

The early action items are consistent with the Draft Integrated Plan Programmatic 
Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) that is currently available for review and 
comment.  Work on early action items would be subject to a favorable determination in 
the Final PEIS that is planned to be released in March 2012.  Studies listed below are 
authorized under the 1979 Yakima River Basin Water Enhancement Project (YRBWEP) 
Act.  In addition, construction is authorized for the Tributary Habitat Enhancement 
Program and Lake Cle Elum projects under the 1994 YRBWEP Title XII authority, with 
additional authority needed to implement and/or construct all other projects.  Activities 
envisioned for the early action items listed in Table 1 involve: 
 
 Tributary Habitat Enhancement Program – Funding would be used to construct 

Habitat Enhancement Projects identified as top priorities by the Habitat 
Subcommittee to address critical tributary habitat areas in the basin.  Projects are 
being chosen in cooperation with National Marine Fisheries Service, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and the Yakima Basin Fish and Wildlife Recovery Board 
executive director.   
 

 

 

  

 

 Fish Passage at Clear Lake Dam – Funding would be used to complete feasibility-
level designs and site-specific environmental compliance to improve passage for 
bull trout at Clear Lake Dam.  

 Subordinate Power Diversions – Funding would be used to quantify impacts to 
fisheries downstream from the Roza Dam diversion on the Yakima River and to 
identify the degree of subordination appropriate to meet fish and power needs at 
this location. 

 Fish Passage at Cle Elum Lake Dam – Funding would be used to initiate 
hydraulic modeling, cultural surveys, and design data collection.  NEPA 
compliance has been completed.     

 Cle Elum Dam Pool Raise – A 3-foot raise of the Cle Elum pool is authorized as 
part of YRBWEP Title XII legislation.  Funding would be used to complete site-
specific environmental compliance and to initiate design data collection and final 
designs.   



 Land Acquisition – Acquisition of critical habitat is a keystone to ecological 
restoration of the Yakima River Basin.  Funding would be used to secure an 
agreement for purchase of a large tract of property in the Teanaway drainage and 
to purchase forest land in the Naches watershed.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  

 Wymer Dam and Reservoir – Funding would be used to initiate site-specific 
environmental compliance, design data collection, and feasibility-level designs.  

 Bumping Lake Enlargement - Funding would be used to initiate site-specific 
environmental compliance, design data collection, and feasibility-level designs.  

 Pipeline from Lake Keechelus to Lake Kachess – The State would fund 
installation and associated permitting and environmental compliance of a casing 
pipe under Interstate 90 as part of the current and ongoing reconstruction of the 
interstate.  This is an important and timely step to ensure that this storage option 
remains viable.  

 Accessing Lake Kachess Inactive Storage – Funding would be used to initiate 
site-specific environmental compliance, design data collection, and feasibility-
level designs for a tunnel to tap 200,000 acre-feet of inactive storage in the 
reservoir.  

 Groundwater Infiltration – Funding would be used to perform site-specific 
environmental compliance and feasibility-level designs for a pilot groundwater 
infiltration and storage project in the Yakima Basin.  The pilot project is expected 
to be the basis for a future full-scale project.  



Table 1:  Yakima Basin Integrated Plan  
Estimated Costs (in millions) – Early Action Items, October 2011 

Integrated Plan Actions/Projects   Total Estimated 
Cost 

Early Action*  
(1-2 years) 

Tributary Habitat Enhancement Program                    $180.0                       $2.6  
Fish Passage at Clear Lake Dam                      $3.0                       $0.4  
Subordinate Power Diversions, Roza & Chandler                          TBD                       $0.5  
Fish Passage at Cle Elum Lake Dam                     $87.6                   $2.6  
Cle Elum Dam Pool Raise                      $16.8                    $2.0  
Watershed Land Conservation - Land Acquisition   TBD                      $2.0  
Wymer Dam & Reservoir                 $1,077                   $3.0  
Bumping Lake Enlargement                   $402.5                   $1.2  
Pipeline from Lake Keechelus to Lake Kachess                     $190.7                   $3.5  
Lake Kachess Inactive Storage – Tunnel                    $253.8                   $1.5  
Groundwater Infiltration (Pilot project)                        $4.7                       $1.6  

TOTAL               $20.9  
*Subject to completion of Integrated Plan PEIS 
 


