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Contact: Wendy Christensen, Columbia-Cascades Area Office, (509) 575-5848, ext. 203 
 Tom Tebb, Washington State Department of Ecology, (509) 574-3989 

Meeting Notes  
Yakima River Basin Water Enhancement Project Workgroup 

March 14, 2018 
Kittitas County Events Center, Ellensburg, WA 

Welcome, Introductions and Agenda Overview 

Ben Floyd, White Bluffs Consulting, welcomed the Yakima River Basin Water Enhancement Project 
(YRBWEP) Workgroup members and other attendees. Attendees were introduced by name and 
affiliation. Ben noted that Carmen Mendez has been designated as the City of Yakima’s Workgroup 
representative. In addition, Jim Craig will be representing US Fish and Wildlife Service in place of Jeff 
Thomas. 

The following notes summarize the YRBWEP Workgroup presentations and the public comments. For 
details, please see the full presentations available on the project website: 
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/programs/yrbwep/2011integratedplan/index.html.   

Implementation Committee Update 

Melissa Downes, Washington State Department of Ecology, Office of Columbia River, reported that the 
Washington State Legislature passed the State capital budget on January 19, which included the full 
Integrated Plan funding request of $31.1 million. The budget also included $4.6 million for YRBWEP 
Phase 2 water conservation projects. Peter Dykstra, Plauche & Carr, LLP, highlighted the $1.4 million 
capital budget and $725,000 operating budget approvals for the Washington State Department of Natural 
Resources (WDNR) budget for the Teanaway Community Forest (TCF). Several state legislators have 
participated in tours led by Implementation Committee members and others to see ongoing projects in 
the Yakima River basin first-hand.  This helps them to be well informed when budget requests are 
considered.  

Integrated Plan bills have been reintroduced in the U.S. Senate by Senators Murray and Cantwell, and in 
the House of Representative by Representatives Newhouse and Reichert. The Implementation 
Committee plans to visit Washington D.C. again this spring.  

Scott Revell, Roza Irrigation District, mentioned Reclamation, Ecology, Yakama Nation and members 
of the Executive Committee hosted a group of 10 people from the California Central Valley Project the 
previous week. The purpose was to showcase the Integrated Plan describe how the plan came together. 
The event was a good exchange of information between two regions with similar big-picture issues but 
different management requirements. Urban Eberhart, Kittitas Reclamation District, pointed out that the 
benefits realized from the Integrated Plan are regionally broader than just the Yakima basin and 
influence the entire Columbia River Basin. 

Workgroup Discussion: 

Rick Dieker, Yakima-Tieton Irrigation District: Who instigated the meeting with the California 
irrigators? 
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• Reclamation’s Mid-Pacific Regional Director, David Murillo and Glenn-Calousa Irrigation 
District from the California Central Valley Project requested the tour. 

Public input on this agenda item: 

None. 

Technical Work Updates 

1 – Cle Elum Pool Raise 

Teresa Hauser, Bureau of Reclamation, Columbia-Cascades Area Office: The Cle Elum Pool Raise 
project has three components: modify radial gates (completed in April 2017), shoreline protection, and 
land acquisition. The dike raise (1 & 3) and Cle Elum River Campground shoreline protection projects 
have been completed. The Speelyi Day Use Area project (which includes dike 2 raise) will be awarded 
this summer and constructed in the fall. The Wish Poosh Campground project will be awarded in 
summer 2019 and constructed the following fall. Teresa showed some graphics demonstrating the 
planned boat launches at the Speelyi and Wish Poosh sites. Many other shoreline protection projects will 
be awarded in the future, contingent on funding. Additional water will not be stored until shoreline 
protection is completed. Land acquisitions are ongoing and occur by negotiation and coordination with 
landowners.   

Public input on this agenda item:   
None. 

2 – Cle Elum Fish Passage 

Wendy Christensen, Bureau of Reclamation, Columbia-Cascades Area Office: Wendy provided an 
overview of the Cle Elum fish passage project. Winter conditions were favorable for construction of the 
secant pile, which is now ahead of schedule. The secant pile is expected to be complete by the end of 
this year. Construction of the downstream passage tunnel will begin this spring. Wendy showed pictures 
of secant pile construction and pointed out some important features, such as the secant pile design and 
intake frames for the helix. When complete, the structure will be 110 feet deep and the largest secant 
pile structure that Reclamation has built. 

Public input on this agenda item:   
None. 

2018 Water Supply Update 

Chris Lynch, Bureau of Reclamation, Yakima Field Office, described the current water forecast for the 
Yakima River basin. Hydrologic conditions are reported monthly, and water availability forecasts for the 
irrigation season begin in March. Some important points from the presentation include the following: 

• Cumulative precipitation at the reservoirs is 115 percent of normal as of the end of February. 

• Reservoir storage is at 135 percent of normal as of the end of February. 
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• Runoff in all measured Yakima sub-basins is expected to be at least 100 percent of normal. 

• All reservoirs are expected to fill. 

Chris showed a total water supply available (TWSA) summary slide that suggested prorateable 
entitlements are likely to be 100 percent this year. Title XII flow target will be 500 cubic feet per second 
(cfs) if this forecast holds. Another 25 cfs (from state trust water, the BID point of diversion change, and 
other sources) would be added to the Parker flow in April and an additional 111 cfs from conservation 
could be added. 

Workgroup Discussion: 

Jaclyn Hancock, Washington State Department of Agriculture: Jaclyn asked about distribution of 
snowpack across the watershed and if snow measurement sites capture that variability.  

• Chris Lynch: The SNOTEL stations do represent only a finite number of points in a large basin 
with variable snowpack but they are  spread out at varying elevations and in different sub-basins.  
Satellite layers of snow cover are also now available, which can account for uneven snow 
distribution.  The YFO is now using this data for one of its streamflow runoff forecasts.    

Sid Morrison, Yakima Basin Storage Alliance: Does the data indicate the presence of climate change, 
and if so, does it match the forecasts? 

• Chris Lynch: The 2015 water year displayed a pattern that matched what the climate change 
forecasts suggest will become more common (wetter, warmer winters with reduced snowpack). 

Ben Floyd: How does the data impact fisheries in the coming year? 

• Dale Bambrick, National Marine Fisheries Service: More water is better. The predicted 500 cfs 
at the Parker gage is less than typical flow during spring smolt outmigration, but the shapeable 
flows that Chris mentioned may be helpful. This topic will receive additional discussion in the 
future. 

Public input on this agenda item:   
Bill Campbell, Lake Kachess HOA: Bill suggested that displaying ranges of meteorological estimates 
rather than just point data would be more informative.  

Kittitas Reclamation District/Trout Unlimited Water Banking and Market Reallocation 

Urban Eberhart, Kittitas Reclamation District (KRD), and Lisa Pelly, Trout Unlimited: KRD has 
received a $198,000 WaterSmart grant from Reclamation for a Yakima River basin water marketing 
study, plus an additional $150,000 grant from the Washington State Department of Ecology water 
resources section. The contract is currently being negotiated, and is expected to be signed in April or 
May. The project is aimed at developing strategies; it is not an on-the-ground implementation project. 
Some project tasks include outreach, legal analysis, and water rights analysis. Much of the project will 
be completed in 2018 and last 2 years from the signature date of the agreement with Reclamation. 
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Workgroup Discussion: 

Sid Morrison: Do priorities of this study include fish flows? What about groundwater? 

• Lisa Pelly: The study will be as comprehensive as possible, and will certainly include both of 
those elements. The Yakima River basin would benefit from a market that recognizes the value 
of water in-stream. 

Carmen Mendez: Who is the target audience for outreach efforts? 

• Lisa Pelly: Anyone involved in or interested in water in the Yakima River basin. 

Public input on this agenda item:   
Chuck Klarich, Yakima Basin Storage Alliance: How will the distribution systems in all areas of the 
valley be evaluated to enable buying and selling? 

• Lisa Pelly: One goal of the study is to answer that question.  

Arden Thomas, Washington Water Trust: Arden asked for more detail regarding the outreach 
process. 

• Lisa Pelly: Outreach will be conducted through venues such as the Water Use Subcommittee, 
press releases, and postcards. 

David Ortman, Sierra Club: What are California irrigation districts doing regarding water marketing 
and conservation? Were these topics discussed in the tour mentioned earlier? 

• Scott Revell: Conservation is a big part of California operations. Regarding water marketing, 
water is moved around a lot. However, the irrigation districts in the Central Valley say this tends 
to move the problem without necessarily solving the problem. 

General Public Comments: 

Gordon Brandt, Lake Kachess Homeowners Association: What is causing the delay in the release of 
the Keechelus Reservoir-to- Kachess Reservoir Conveyance (KKC) and Kachess Drought Relief 
Pumping Plant (KDRPP) Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement (SDEIS)? 

• Dawn Weidmeier, Bureau of Reclamation, Columbia-Cascades Area Office: The SDEIS has 
been passed through Reclamation headquarters in Washington DC. The Department of the 
Interior is currently reviewing all EIS’s together, which has slowed the release of the SDEIS. 
Dawn and Wendy Christensen have a conference call with the Assistant Secretary for Water and 
Science on March 15 and hope to get the SDEIS approved for release. 

At the end of the public comment period, Ben Floyd introduced Kelsey Green to the Workgroup. She 
will be the new outreach coordinator. 

Watershed Lands Subcommittee: Update on activities in the Teanaway Community Forest (TCF) 

Peter Dykstra: The TCF was a $97 million purchase by the Washington Department of Natural 
Resources (WDNR) in 2013. The acquisition was a starting point for many restoration projects geared 
toward satisfying the goals of the Integrated Plan. William Meyer, Washington State Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (WDFW); Scott Nicolai, Yakama Nation; and Larry Leach, WDNR, gave a presentation 
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about work in the TCF and how projects work toward the goals of the TCF management plan. Goals of 
the management plan and projects designed to achieve them include the following: 

1) Water – Projects include wood placement in streams for floodplain reconnection, water table 
improvements, and road treatments to reduce fine sediment loading into streams. 

2) Working Lands – Jeff Burnham (WDFW range ecologist) described grazing monitoring 
practices, the grazing fence project with 7 miles installed so far, and coordinated resource 
management compliance benchmarks for ecosystem restoration. Larry Leach described Jolly 
Mountain fire effects, a forest health assessment planned for 2019, and plans for road 
decommissioning to bring the road density to a level consistent with standard WDNR practices.   

3) Recreation – The recreation plan should be complete in May 2018. Development of the 
recreation plan has been a collaborative process among all TCF stakeholders and designed to 
ensure the protection and promotion of forest health while meeting the needs of recreators. 

4) Fish and Wildlife – Scott Nicolai described stream incision problems, and the wood placement 
projects that promote streambed aggradation. Indian, Middle, and Jungle creek projects are 
complete, and Lick Creek will be restored next. Larry Leach described fish barrier assessment 
and improvements that have opened 5.4 miles of habitat within the TCF boundaries alone, plus 
additional habitat on U.S. Forest Service land upstream. Larry also described road abandonment 
projects. So far, 32.9 miles have been abandoned, including treatments to reduce adverse effects 
from those roads. 

In addition to activities within the TCF, actions were taken in 2017 to acquire the 217-acre Teanaway 
Valley Farm adjacent to the TCF, along with the associated water rights. 

Workgroup Discussion: 

Phil Rigdon, Yakama Nation, expressed his thanks for the progress on TCF projects and the teamwork 
that made it happen. 

Sid Morrison echoed those remarks. Sid asked if a higher water table will improve vegetation and 
ultimately lead to better snowpack retention in early summer months. 

• Scott Nicolai: A higher water table will likely lead to more woody vegetation, which could hold 
more snow. It is hard to say for sure.  

Paul Jewell, Kittitas County: The County’s expectations have been met at each stage of the process in 
the TCF.  He is happy to see the high participation of interested parties, which has led to a well-balance 
management approach. 

Seth Defoe, Kennewick Irrigation District: Seth highlighted the road decommissioning process and 
commented on how particularly difficult it is to decommission roads, and the importance of 
decommissioning roads on steep hillsides or in other areas with high erosion potential.  

• Larry Leach: Every road segment will be assessed individually to determine the best course of 
action. The focus on the goals of the TCF inform the choices made for road decommissioning 
strategies. Water quality and habitat conditions are important in the decision-making process. 
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Mike Livingston, Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife: Work on grazing issues has 
gone well. Teamwork as well as sustained funding commitments has been a key aspect of the continuing 
successes in the TCF. 

Public input on this agenda item:   
Sean Gross, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Fisheries: Sean emphasized that 
road decommissioning on this scale will result in notable improvement to watershed hydrology, which 
will help retain water and spread out the timing of flows downstream. 

Nicky Pasi, Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust: The TCF will have a community workday on June 
23. 

Kitty Craig, The Wilderness Society: Has there been a study on impacts of high intensity burn areas in 
the Jolly Mountain Fire and how restoration activities may need to change as a result? 

• Larry Leach: Most of the burn was low severity; the fire burned mostly ground fuel without 
killing trees. There has been only one survey to assess its impact, and more surveys will happen 
in the spring when the snow melts and the growing season begins. Next steps will be determined 
then.  

Scott Revell and Urban Eberhart mentioned that smoke from forest fires can have an impact on local 
crops. Timothy hay cannot dry and cure as well because of the high humidity caused from a heavy 
smoke cloud. Apples will not mature and store properly in a smoky environment. It is clear that fire 
affects not only water supply and quality, but has ancillary impacts on the agricultural economy as well.  

Thank you and congratulations to John Easterbrooks on his retirement from WDFW: 

Several Workgroup Members thanked John for his hard work and dedication to the Integrated Plan and 
beyond.  Jason McShane presented John with a pie for national Pi Day, Mike Livingston highlighted his 
40 years of fish conservation work in the Yakima River basin, and Phil Rigdon highlighted his work and 
partnership with the Tribe. 

Workgroup Roundtable 

Wendy Christensen, Bureau of Reclamation, Columbia-Cascades Area Office: Wendy provided an 
update on staff roles from CCAO: Teresa Hauser is the lead for the Cle Elum Pool Raise; Richard Visser 
is the lead for Bull Trout and Cle Elum Fish passage; and Jeanne Demorest is the lead for Schaake 
habitat Improvement project. Julia Long will be the KDRPP and KKC projects lead to include NEPA. 
Jason Romine, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is replacing Pat Monk on the YRBWEP team, as Pat 
Monk is now a fish biologist with Reclamation in the Yakima Field Office. Reclamation is fully staffed 
for YRBWEP. Wendy will be attending the World Water Forum in Brasilia Brazil with the Reclamation 
Commissioner Brenda Burman.  

Melissa Downes, Washington Department of Ecology: The Implementation Committee plans to invite 
Commissioner Burman to tour the Yakima River basin in the spring. Danielle Squeochs has returned and 
is working hard on disbursement of capital funds for projects.  
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Jim Craig, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: USFWS has lost several employees and is working to 
backfill many of those positions.  

Carmen Mendez, City of Yakima: Carmen is happy to be participating on the Workgroup.  

Rick Roeder, Washington Department of Natural Resources: This is Rick’s last Integrated Plan 
meeting; he is retiring in May. His position will be backfilled.  Many wished Rick the best in his 
retirement and thanked him for his service. 

Paul Jewell, Kittitas County: Paul gave thanks for Reclamation’s attention to recreation amenities at 
Cle Elum reservoir and thanked Ecology for their investment in fencing materials in the TCF and the 
resulting successes. 

Dale Bambrick, National Marine Fisheries Service: Dale appreciates the transparency on grazing 
management surveys.  

Lisa Pelly, Trout Unlimited: She is very pleased with the incredible work in the TCF, and appreciates 
WDNR and WDFW working together on these projects.  

Mike Livingston, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife: John Easterbrooks will be leaving 
the WDFW; Mike highlighted John’s long history in the Yakima River basin, his work on the 
development of the Integrated Plan, and many of its successes. Many members of the Workgroup also 
expressed their gratitude to John.  

Dawn Wiedmeier, Bureau of Reclamation, Columbia-Cascades Area Office: Dawn is excited about 
Wendy’s attendance at the World Water Forum. It is a significant honor and speaks to the strength of the 
Integrated Plan and Wendy’s work on the plan. 

Dave Fast, Yakama Nation: Happy to see the Cle Elum fish passage project ahead of schedule because 
of the good weather. 

Alex Conley, Yakima Basin Fish and Wildlife Recovery Board: The Steelhead Recovery Plan, which 
is 10 years old, is being revisited for review and update. It has been humbling to see how much has been 
accomplished since these plans were first drafted a decade ago. 

Ron Cowin, Sunnyside Valley Irrigation District: Sunnyside Division is continuing conservation 
improvements and saving water to go back into the Yakima River.  

Urban Eberhart, Kittitas Reclamation District: Urban thanked Rick Roeder for his service.  

Phil Rigdon, Yakama Nation: Phil recognized Rick’s service in the TCF. He is glad to be at a point 
where we can look back and see the tangible accomplishments of the Integrated Plan, but there remains 
a lot more work to do. Phil is particularly excited about fish passage at Cle Elum.  

Sid Morrison, Yakima Basin Storage Alliance: Sid noted the slowdown of the EIS approval process 
will affect forward progress.  He echoed Phil’s comments that there remains a lot of work to do. Delays 
should be avoided. 

Scott Revell, Roza Irrigation District: Roza is turning on their water tomorrow and had a favorable 
construction season for the ongoing canal lining work. 
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Upcoming Meetings 

The next Workgroup meeting will be on June 6, 2018, at the Yakima Armory, 2501 Airport Lane 
Yakima, WA 98903  (9:30 a.m.). 

 

Attendance 
Workgroup Members: 
Dale Bambrick, National Marine Fisheries Service 
Alex Conley, Yakima Basin Fish and Wildlife Recovery Board 
Ron Cowin, Sunnyside Valley Irrigation District 
Seth Defoe, Kennewick Irrigation District 
Rick Dieker, Yakima-Tieton Irrigation District 
Peter Dykstra, Plauche & Carr, LLP, Chair, Watershed Land Subcommittee 
Urban Eberhart, Kittitas Reclamation District 
David Fast, Yakama Nation – Yakima/Klickitat Fisheries Project 
Jaclyn Hancock, Washington State Department of Agriculture 
Paul Jewell, Kittitas County   
Mike Livingston, Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Wendy McDermott, American Rivers 
Carmen Mendez, City of Yakima 
Sid Morrison, Yakima Basin Storage Alliance 
Lisa Pelly, Washington Water Project, Trout Unlimited 
Scott Revell, Roza Irrigation District and Chair, YRBWEP Water Use Subcommittee 
Phil Rigdon, Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation 
Rick Roeder, Washington Department of Natural Resources 
Jeff Tayer, Chair, YRBWEP Habitat Subcommittee (WDFW) 
Dawn Wiedmeier, Bureau of Reclamation – Columbia-Cascades Area Office 
 
Other Attendees: 
Justin Bezold, Trout Unlimited 
Matt Bischof, Washington State Department of Agriculture 
Lori Brady, Sunnyside Valley Irrigation District 
Gordon Brandt, Lake Kachess Homeowners Association 
Dave Brown, City of Yakima 
Jeff Burnham, WDFW 
Michael Callahan, Washington State Department of Ecology 
Bill Campbell, Lake Kachess Homeowners Association 
Debbie Carlson, Bonneville Power Administration 
Charlie de la Chapelle, Yakima Basin Storage Alliance 
Wendy Christensen, Bureau of Reclamation – Columbia-Cascades Area Office 
Jim Craig, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service – Mid-Columbia River Fishery Office 
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Kitty Craig, The Wilderness Society 
Stuart Crane, Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation 
Jane Creech, Washington State Department of Ecology 
Jeanne Demorest, Bureau of Reclamation - Columbia-Cascades Area Office 
Jeff Dengel, Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Karen Dera, Bureau of Reclamation, Columbia-Cascades Area Office 
Melissa Downes, Washington State Department of Ecology 
John Easterbrooks, Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Jack and Beneitta Eaton, Landowners 
Ben Floyd, White Bluffs Consulting 
Raelene Gold, Seattle Audubon, LWVWA 
Dave Graybill, Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Andrew Graham, HDR Engineering, Inc. 
Dan Graves, HDR Engineering, Inc. 
Sean Gross, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries 
Justin Harter, Naches-Selah Irrigation District 
Teresa Hauser, Bureau of Reclamation – Columbia-Cascades Area Office 
Tim Hill, Washington State Department of Ecology 
Joel Hubble, Kittitas Reclamation District 
Deborah Kelly, U.S. Forest Service 
Brady Kent, Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation 
Chuck Klarich, Yakima Basin Storage Alliance 
Jonathan Kohr, Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Anna Lael, Kittitas County Conservation District 
Larry Leach, Washington State Department of Natural Resources 
Chris Lynch, Bureau of Reclamation Yakima Field Office 
Jerrod MacPherson, Benton County 
Steve Malloch, Western Water Futures LLC (alternate for American Rivers) 
Chris and Samantha Maykut, Friends of Bumping Lake 
Jason McCormick, McCormick Water Strategies 
Jason McShane, Kennewick Irrigation District 
William Meyer, Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Jim Milton, Yakima-Tieton Irrigation District 
Bob Montgomery, Anchor QEA 
Bryan Myre, Yakama Reservation Irrigation District 
Tom Myrum, Washington State Water Resources Association 
Scott Nicolai, Yakima-Klickitat Fisheries Project 
Harry Olivos, Citizen 
David Ortman, Sierra Club 
Elaine Packard, Sierra Club 
Nicole Pasi, Mountain to Sound Greenway Trust 
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Cole Provence, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Joye Redfield-Wilder, Washington State Department of Ecology 
Tom Ring, Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation 
Jason Romine, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Colleen Smith, Washington State Department of Ecology 
Tricia Snyder, Yakima Basin Fish and Wildlife Recovery Board 
Danielle Squeochs, Washington State Department of Ecology 
Chad Stuart, Bureau of Reclamation – Yakima Field Office 
Jennifer Stephens, Washington State Department of Ecology  
Arden Thomas, Washington Water Trust 
Damion Todd 
Greg Wendt, Benton County 

Where to Find Workgroup Information  
Meeting materials, notes, presentations, and materials submitted during public comment for each 
Workgroup meeting will be posted on Reclamation’s project website: 
(http://www.usbr.gov/pn/programs/yrbwep/2011integratedplan/index.html).  A list of information 
sources, many available online, is also posted on the website.    
If you need help finding an information source, contact those listed at the top of page 1 of these notes or 
Ben Floyd at White Bluffs Consulting, (509) 539-3366 or ben@whitebluffsconsulting.com. 
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