
June 2016 Washington Water Supply Status  

• On June 2nd, the state Water Supply Availability Committee has 
identified 25 watersheds as meeting the hydrologic threshold of the 
state drought statute (<75 percent of normal water supply)  
 

• The Executive Water Emergency Committee will be meeting June 9th 
to evaluate potential for hardship and whether to recommend 
drought declaration for any part of the state. 
 





Compared to Last Year (2015) 

• State Snowpack was at Zero by June 07 2015 
• This year we’re at about 33 percent of normal.  



Melt-out 

• About 75 percent of our stations have melted out by June 1.    
• Typical year is 40 percent. 
• Generally speaking, stations are melting out 1 to 3 weeks earlier than 

normal this year. 
 



A Familiar Pattern This Year:   Transitioning from Above Normal 
to Below Normal Snow Water Equivalent, With Early Melt-out  
(Bumping Ridge SNOTEL) 



Rain vs Snow-Dominant Basins 

• Westwide basins (more rain dominant) are low due to extended dry 
spell since early April. 

• Forks is running an 8 inch precipitation deficit since April 1st (the new 
Palm Springs of Washington?).   

• Snow-dominant basins (esp., east slope of Cascades) had good 
snowpack, but strong early runoff.    These systems are transitioning 
from above-normal to below-normal conditions. 

• If you captured the runoff, you are probably in good shape (Hat Tip to 
Chris Lynch) 
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Average May 2001, 05, 15 & 16 Streamflow 
(2001, 05 & 15 were years of statewide drought in Washington)   



1 Apr – 30 May Precipitation & Temperature 

   

  For the period of 1950-2016: 
• 8th driest Apr-May statewide (~1.5” below normal) 
• 1st warmest Apr-May statewide (~4.9°F above normal) 
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  Oct 01 2015         –         June 07 2016   

On June 1st, 75 percent of SNOTEL stations were melted out.   Typical is 40 percent. 



 April 1 Snowpack:   111 Percent of 
Normal, Statewide Average 

June 7 Snowpack:   33 Percent of Normal↓ 



Forecasted Percent of Normal Runoff Apr  - Sept 
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