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Source: Karin Bumbaco, Office of Washington State Climatologist
2



Less than 
75 Percent 
of Normal 

Water 
Supply

Hardship

Drought

Washington State’s Drought Trigger

RCW 43.83B.400



March April

May



 1977: Driest on Record, 
Normal Temperature October thru March

2015:  Warmest on Record, Normal 

Precipitation October thru March  
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Freezing Level  at White Pass (November – March, 1948
2016)
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Percent Median SWE Accumulation needed to reach median peak seasonal SWE:
• Lower Yakima: 13 Percent  (excellent news)
• Upper Yakima: 93 Percent  (good news)

“Climbing Mt. Median”



11

Current SWE:  113 Percent of Normal



Precipitation:   Expected vs Observed



Temperature:   Expected vs Observed
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Drought:  The so-called “Slow Moving Disaster”

Agriculture:  Plan and Invest 
for Next Growing Season

Water Managers:  River Forecasts, 
Snowpack Come into Clarity

Bureau Forecasts

State Response:   Water Leases, 
Transfers, Emergency Wells



Jeff Marti
Washington Department of Ecology
Water Resources Program
jeff.marti@ecy.wa.gov
360 407 6627
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