
May 25, 2014 

 

Governor Jay Inslee  The Honorable Patty Murray  The Honorable Maria Cantwell 

P.O Box 40002  U.S. Senate    U.S. Senate 

Olympia, WA  98504  Washington, D.C. 20510  Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

The Ancient Forests of Bumping Lake: No to Sacrificing Our Wild Heritage 
 

The undersigned groups are writing in support of protecting endangered species, biodiverse ancient forests, and 

our wild heritage at Bumping Lake in the Yakima Basin.  We do not support the current Yakima River Basin 

Integrated Water Resource Management Plan (henceforth the Yakima Plan) which includes two costly new 

dams.  The Yakima Plan has failed to provide a range of alternatives to environmentally damaging irrigation 

dams whose benefits have not been shown to exceed the costs. 

 

A massive dam at Bumping Lake would destroy one of the now-rarest biological treasures remaining in our 

state: over 1000 acres of uncut ancient forest just east of Mt. Rainier National Park that should be added to the 

William O. Douglas Wilderness Area.   

 

If these forests are allowed to be destroyed by a new dam proposed by the Yakima Plan, gone forever also will 

be the superlative habitat for endangered species such as the Bull Trout and the Northern Spotted Owl, as well 

as their irreplaceable recreational, aesthetic, and transcendent values.  This loss cannot be mitigated. 

 

We are completely opposed to the destruction of the ancient forest within the National Forest roadless 

area surrounding Bumping Lake.  After over a century of heavy logging in the Washington Cascades, these 

forests are all that remain of such ecological variety and huge individual size that are still unprotected. 

 

While we support the Yakima Plan goals of land preservation, salmon restoration and water conservation, we 

cannot support a massive irrigation dam that would inundate a beloved natural treasure and destroy it forever.  

We can and wish to support some of the stated goals of the Working Group, but there are better – and certainly 

less costly – ways to achieve these goals.  The Department of Ecology has identified many conservation 

projects that are not (but should be) a mandatory part of this plan, as well as untapped inactive water storage 

that would not require devastating and expensive dams to tap into.   

 

The ostensible reason for even considering such dams is to provide “insurance water” for Yakima Basin 

irrigators in case of a future drought, and improve instream flows.  The Bureau of Reclamation refused in 2008 

to further study the Bumping Dam project, a high Bumping Dam has always had a negative cost/benefit ratio 

whenever it has been studied over the past century, and the Forest Service has stated strong concerns about this 

plan.  Additionally, it is well known that the Bumping Lake watershed is not large enough to be useful for 

storage in consecutive drought years. 

 

Other problematic parts of the Yakima Plan include the money-losing Wymer Dam, the proposed NRAs to 

increase ORV use, and the proposed Columbia River water transfer to the Yakima River. 

 

We find it ironic – even tragic – that in the same era that Washington State celebrated the removal of two dams 

on the Elwha River, other special interests are actively promoting building two new dams which will be just as 

destructive.   

 

Please join with us in pushing for mandatory conservation and water marketing rather than the current 

proposal to destroy our wild forest heritage and endangered species habitat. 
 

Sincerely, 



Friends of Bumping Lake 
Chris Maykut, President 

4000 Aurora Avenue North 

Suite 224 

Seattle, WA 98103 

 

Alpine Lakes Protection Society 

Rick McGuire, President 

P.O. Box 27646 

Seattle, WA 98165 

 

California Water Impact Network 

Tom Stokely, Water Policy Analyst 

808 Romero Canyon Road  

Santa Barbara, CA 93108  

 

El Sendero  

Gus Bekker, President 

PO Box 5622 

Wenatchee, WA 98807 

 

Endangered Species Coalition 
Brock Evans, President 

Box 65195 

Washington, D.C. 20035 

 

Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs 

Jan Walker, Interim President 

P.O. Box 129 

Selma, Oregon 97538 

 

Friends of the Earth 

Ben Schreiber, 

Climate and Energy Program Director 

1100 15th Street NW 

11th Floor 

Washington, DC 20005 

 

Friends of Seven Rivers 

Tom Hammond, President 

Seattle, WA 

 

Friends of Wild Sky 

Mike Town, President 

PO Box 1124 

Duvall, WA 98017 

  

Kittitas Audubon 
James Briggs, Past President 
PO Box 1443, 

Ellensburg, WA 98926 

 

Middle Fork Outdoor Recreation Coalition 

Mark Boyar, President 

Seattle, WA 

 

North Cascades Conservation Council 
Karl Forsgaard, President 

P.O. Box 95980 

Seattle, WA 98145-2980 

 

Mazamas 

Lee Davis, Executive Director 

Mazama Mountaineering Center 

527 SE 43
rd

 Avenue 

Portland, OR 97213 

 

Olympic Forest Coalition  

Connie Gallant, President 

P.O. Box 461 

Quilcene, WA 98376-0461 

 

Seattle Audubon Society 
Brian Windrope, Executive Director  

8050 35th Ave NE 

Seattle, WA 98115 

 

Western Lands Project 
Janine Blaeloch, Director 

PO Box 95545 

Seattle, WA 98145 

 

Western Watersheds Project 
Katie Fite, Biodiversity Director 

P.O. Box 2863 

Boise, ID  83701 

 

Wise Use Movement 

John de Yonge, President 

P.O. Box 17804 

Seattle, WA  98127 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 


