
 YRBWEP Workgroup Meeting  
September 4, 2013 

Yakima River Basin 
Water Resource 
Management Act 
& Next Steps 

 
 

 
Presented by: 
Derek Sandison, Ecology 
Wendy Christensen, Reclamation 
 
 
 



Yakima River Basin Water Resource 
Management Act – SSSB 5367 

Purpose 
• Improve States’ ability to work with federal 

government and water users to meet the Yakima 
Basin’s future needs 

 

Ecology authorized to implement Integrated Plan 
• Protecting and enhancing of fish and wildlife 

 

• Improving availability and reliability of water 
supplies as well as efficiency of use 
 

• Establishing flexible operational enhancements to 
prepare for the uncertainties of climate change 



Yakima River Basin Water Resource 
Management Act – SSSB 5367 

Water supply provisions 
 

• Water supplies developed through storage allocated for 
both instream and out-of-stream use 
 

• “Water Supply Facility Permit and Funding Milestone” – 
Permitting and funding must be in place for one or more 
water supply facilities to provide at least 214,000 ac-ft of 
water supply by January 30, 2025 
 

• If “Milestone” not met, Teanaway Valley Acquisition may 
be transferred from Community Forest Trust to Common 
School Trust 

 
 
 



Funding 
• State commits to 50% of the cost of Integrated Plan, remaining 50% 

non-state (federal, local, private) 
• Funding ratio does not apply to individual projects 
• Ecology and State Treasurer must prepare a cost estimate and 

financing plan by December 15, 2014 
 

Reporting 
• Ecology must submit report to the Governor and Legislature every 

two years beginning December 1, 2015 and ending in 2045 
 

Legislation does not: 
• Pre-authorize any specific project 
• Eliminate or reduce requirements for project related analyses or 

permits 
 
 

Yakima River Basin Water Resource 
Management Act – SSSB 5367 



Integrated Plan Element Preliminary Budget 
Allocation 

2013-2015 Focus 

Habitat $99,344,000 Outright purchase Teanaway 
Valley lands. Implement 
numerous habitat projects*  

Fish Passage $9,400,000 Cle Elum Reservoir Passage 
construction ready 

Operational Modifications $650,000 Prepare K to K pipeline EIS 
Surface Storage $18,800,000 Kachess Inactive Storage and 

Cle Elum Pool Raise 
construction ready 

Aquifer Storage and 
Recovery  

$400,000 Regional siting study. 
Construct one project* 

Water Conservation $2,500,000 Construct numerous projects* 

Market Driven Reallocation $350,000 Develop banking and 
exchange programs 

Total State Contribution $131,444,000 
*Additional funding being sought through other sources 



Moving Forward 
2013 - 2015 



Moving Forward 2013-2015 

• 2012 Accomplishments 
• Path Forward 
• Resources 
• Schedule 
 

 



Programmatic Documents 



Path Forward July 2013 to June 2015 



Resources 



2-Year Milestone Schedule 



Elements and Associated Actions 



Preliminary Implementation Schedule 



Summary of Capital Costs  
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